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THE  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  with  the 
New  York  City  Branch  was  held  in  the 
Brick  Presbyterian  Church,  January  15th. 
Rev.  H.  E.  Cobb,  D.D.,  Vice-President,  was 
in  the  Chair.  Reports  were  presented  by  Miss 
Jessie  Robertson,  Secretary,  and  Miss  Honoria 
Spalding,  Treasurer  of  the  Branch.  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Mendenhall,  Treasurer,  and  Mrs.  F.  G.  Moore, 
Recording  Secretary,  surveyed  the  work  of  the 
Society  for  1923.  Their  reports  will  appear  in 
full  in  the  Annual  Report. 

Three  brief  addresses  were  made.  Rev.  C.  W. 
Goodrich,  D.D.,  for  several  years  pastor  of  the 
American  Church  in  Paris,  spoke  of  the  present 
outlook  for  the  Protestant  Churches  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent.  Rev.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  D.D.,  Rector  of 
Calvary  Church,  New  York,  who  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  year  spent  in  charge  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Church  in  Rome,  gave  his  impressions  of  the 
New  Italy  under  Mussolini.  The  General  Secre¬ 
tary  indicated  some  of  the  reasons  for  his  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  future  of  the  Waldensian  Church. 

Special  vocal  selections  in  Italian  were  given  by 
Mrs.  Grace  Force  and  Master  Ross  Calderaro. 
The  latter  sang  the  famous  Fascisti  song,  “Giovi- 
nezza  ”  Two  Waldensians,  Mrs.  Pons  and  Mrs. 
Costabel,  in  the  costume  of  the  Valleys,  served 
as  ushers,  and  Miss  Brunn,  accompanied  the  vocal¬ 
ists  at  the  piano.  Dr.  Adolph  Keller,  of  Zurich, 
was  introduced  and  paid  a  brief  tribute  to  the 
Waldensians. 


Every  friend  of  the  Waldensians  has  been  grati¬ 
fied  to  see  the  various  ways  in  which  the  royal 
family  of  Italy  have  shown  good  will  towards 
this  loyal  people,  especially  since  the  war.  In  a 
recent  letter  to  Mrs.  Schauffler,  Madame  Gardiol, 
of  Luserna  San  Giovanni,  where  her  husband,  now 
retired,  was  Waldensian  pastor  for  several  years, 
tells  of  her  visit  to  the  Queen,  by  the  latter’s  re¬ 
quest.  She  has  at  different  times  found  house 
maids  for  members  of  the  royal  family  from 
natives  of  the  Valleys.  The  following  quotation, 
from  a  recent  letter  to  Mrs.  Schauffler,  tells  the 
story: 

“Her  Majesty  asked  me  if  I  would  come  to  Rac- 
conigi  Castle,  she  wanted  to  see  me  and  speak  to 
me  ...  I  had  a  most  kind  accogHenza,  and  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  the  Queen  talked  to  me  so 
familiarmente,  and  when  I  took  leave,  when  I  bent 
to  kiss  the  hand  she  was  giving  me,  she  bent  herself, 
kissing  me  on  the  face!  I  was  so  surprised  and  so 
emotionnee  that  I  couldn’t  help  to  cry!  Think  of  that! 
A  poor  Vaudois  Pastor’s  wife,  who  has  lived  always 
among  the  shepherds  in  the  mountains,  treated  so 
cordially  by  the  Queen.” 

A  few  days  later  Madame  Gardiol  received  a 
warm-hearted  letter  from  the  Queen’s  Secretary, 
with  a  large  photograph  of  the  Queen,  with  the 
royal  incrustee ,  autographed  and  handsomely 
framed. 


*  *  # 

The  Germantown  Branch  had  a  Field  Day  in 
November,  with  addresses  in  four  of  the  leading 
pulpits,  and  a  prominent  place  in  the  Inter-de¬ 
nominational  Missionary  Fair  and  Pageant.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  and  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Branch  called  on  over  twenty  of  the 
pastors  in  a  single  day,  and  insured  their  interest 
and  cooperation. 
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As  this  number  of  The  News  Letter  goes  to 
press,  plans  are  being  completed  for  securing 
pledges  for  THE  INFORMATION  AND  AD¬ 
MINISTRATION  FUND  of  $11,000.  This  is  the 
budget  of  the  Society  for  1924,  to  cover  the  cost 
of  printing,  office  expenses,  lectures,  addresses, 
visitation  by  the  Secretaries,  publicity,  salaries  of 
the  two  Field  Secretaries,  General  Secretary,  Of¬ 
fice  Secretary,  traveling  expenses,  etc.  It  is  hoped 
to  secure  the  entire  amount  during  March. 

If  this  fund  can  be  secured,  all  money  collected 
by  the  Branches  and  all  other  personal  gifts  will 
be  available  for  the  work  in  Italy.  Full  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  furnished  by  the  General  Secretar} , 
upon  request. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  National  Society  for 
1923  were  $47,907.00,  compared  with  $44,560  for 
1922.  Full  details  will  appear  in  The  Annual 
Report,  ready  in  March. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Schauffler,  our  Western  Field  Secretary, 
has  furnished  by  request,  special  items  of  interest 
growing  out  of  her  extensive  tour  in  Italy  last 
summer.  She  writes  as  follows : 

“During  my  visit  to  Italy,  I  spent  ten  Sundays 
in  different  cities  and  on  every  Sunday  attended 
a  Protestant  Church  service  in  a  Waldensian 

Church. 

How  many  American  visitors  to  Italy  know  of 
the  existence  of  Protestant  Churches  with  adequate 
church  buildings  in  most  of  the  large  cities? 

In  meeting  the  pastors  of  these  churches, 
whether  in  a  city  or  a  mountain  parish,  one  is 
struck  not  only  with  their  scholarly  culture,  men¬ 
tal  ability  and  simplicity  of  manner,  but  is  some¬ 
times  amazed  at  their  versatility.  They  turn  their 
hands  to  many  things  besides  ministerial  service. 
In  one  remote  mountain  parish  I  found  the  young 
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pastor  not  only  a  good  preacher,  a  scholar  and 
linguist,  but  a  pharmacist  with  a  small  but  well- 
equipped  drug  store  under  the  manse  roof.  He  is 
a  librarian  with  a  good  selection  of  books,  a  musi¬ 
cian  who  had  also  taught  a  young  mountain  girl 
to  assist  him  and  take  his  place  in  playing  the 
hymns  at  the  church  service.  He  is  a  carpenter, 
an  upholsterer  and  a  paperhanger,  for  he  had 
done  good  work  in  all  these  lines  in  getting  the 
manse  ready  for  his  young  wife.  One  is  reminded 
of  the  stories  of  foreign  missionaries  and  their 
varied  service. 

A  feature  of  the  services  in  the  larger  cities 
was  the  presence  of  representatives  of  the  Army 
and  Navy.  Men  in  uniform,  officers  and  privates, 
were  present  at  every  service  which  I  attended. 

At  Siena,  where  there  is  a  small  but  admirable 
Waldensian  Church,  special  attention  is  given  to 
the  soldiers.  Siena,  being  a  military  stronghold, 
many  lonely,  homesick  country  boys  from  the 
ranks  come  under  the  kind  mothering  care  of  the 
pastor’s  wife,  Signora  Francesco  Rostan. 

I  noted  at  many  points  the  assistance  given  by 
the  members  of  the  families  of  the  pastors  in  the 
church  services. 

For  example,  in  Naples,  the  fifteen-year-old  son 
of  Pastor  Arias,  plays  the  organ  in  such  a  way  as 
to  give  real  pleasure  to  a  musician.  His  taste  in 
the  selection  of  musical  numbers  is  remarkable. 
The  addition  to  the  beauty  and  solemnity  of  the 
service  thus  given  is  great. 

In  Leghorn,  one  daughter  of  the  Pastor,  Signor 
Muston,  plays  the  organ,  another  sings  beautifully. 

In  other  parishes,  the  pastors’  wives  are  often 
found  at  the  organ. 

The  Gould  Memorial  Home  for  Boys  is  now  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  old  Palazzo  Salviati,  the  former  home 
of  the  Waldensian  Theological  Seminary. 
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The  Reverend  V.  Sommani,  Pastor  and  Director 
of  the  Home,  is  doing  a  splendid  work,  not  only 
for  the  boys  in  the  institution  but  also  for  the 
poor  boys  of  the  neighborhood,  who  have  no  home 
advantages  or  playground,  except  the  streets. 
These  boys  are  gathered  in  the  handsome  old  as¬ 
sembly  hall  of  the  palace  for  singing,  exercises  and 
teaching  of  the  religious  truth.  The  results  are 
beginning  to  show  in  the  locality. 

The  dormitory,  refectory  and  kitchen  were  scru¬ 
pulously  kept  and  attractive.  The  court-yard  was 
filled  with  blooming  plants  and  shrubs  which  are 
cared  for  by  the  boys  of  the  Home.  It  is  hard 
to  estimate  the  value  of  such  community  work  in 
old  Florence. 

A  feature  of  Waldensian  support  urgently  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Synod  in  September  is  an  adequate 
pension  for  the  retired  ministers  and  evangelists. 
After  a  life-time  of  unceasing  toil  there  is  little  or 
nothing  left  to  support  these  pastors  and  their 
wives  in  their  old  age.  The  small  salary  and  the 
increasing  cost  of  food  and  clothing  makes  saving 
almost  impossible. 

Everyone  interested  in  the  past  history  and 
present  work  of  this  old  Church  should  be  con¬ 
cerned  that  justice  and  gratitude  should  character¬ 
ize  their  treatment  of  these  pastors. 

I  visited  the  Churcfi  at  Palermo,  Sicily,  with 
Signor  Mingardi  of  Riesi.  I  found  a  small  room 
in  a  building  being  used  for  other  purposes.  A 
building  with  adequate  provision  for  a  healthy 
growing  congregation  and  Sunday  School  presents 
an  imperative  need.  A  beautiful  site  has  been 
selected  and  work  can  be  started  when  necessary 
funds  are  supplied.” 

*  *  * 
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The  Pittsburgh  Branch  closed  its  most  successful 
year  January  first.  The  total  amount  collected 
for  Italy  was  $3,493,  compared  with  $3,069  in 
1919;  $3,009  in  1920;  $3,030  in  1921;  $2,719  in 
1922.  They  are  planning  for  still  larger  things. 

*  *  * 

The  Buffalo  Branch  had  a  successful  annual 
meeting  and  banquet  on  January  21st.  The  total 
raised  was  $1,588,  compared  with  $1,528  in  1922 
and  $911  in  1921. 

*  *  * 

The  St.  Paul  Branch  raised  $300  in  1922  and 
$800  in  1923,  with  signs  of  increased  interest. 
Princeton  increased  its  gifts  from  $394  in  1922 
to  $491  in  1923.  Detroit  increased  from  $1,690 
to  $1,938,  and  Germantown  from  $1,050  to  $1,138. 
The  Washington  Branch  sent  in  during  1923  $2,316, 
which  included  a  memorial  gift  in  the  name  of 
the  late  Dr.  Mills,  of  $1,000.  Boston’s  total  was 
$2,448.  Full  details  regarding  the  various  sums 
raised  by  the  Branches  will  appear  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Society,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer. 

*  *  * 

By  the  removal  of  Rev.  John  Kelman,  D.D.,  to 
London,  the  Society  loses  one  of  its  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents.  Dr.  Kelman’s  place  on  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  has  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Rev. 
John  Timothy  Stone,  D.D.,  of  Chicago.  Dr.  Stone 
is  Vice-President  of  the  Chicago  Branch. 

*  *  * 

To  help  those  whose  interest  in  the  Waldensian 
Church  leads  them  to  pray  for  its  work,  there  has 
been  prepared  a  little  folder,  entitled  THE 
FRIENDS  OF  ITALY  IN  A  FELLOWSHIP  OF 
INTERCESSION.  It  contains  topics  for  prayer 
for  definite  needs.  Copies  for  personal  use  and  for 
distribution  will  be  furnished  on  request  to  the 
General  Secretary. 
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THE  picture  on  the  front  cover  is  a  copy  of 
the  painting  selected  by  the  Tavola,  to  place 
in  the  Waldensian  school  rooms,  as  a  re¬ 
ligious  symbol  instead  of  the  crucifix,  re¬ 
cently  restored  by  order  of  the  Government,  in  all 
other  public  and  private  schools. 

*  *  * 

Several  of  the  Branches  print  an  attractive  an¬ 
nual  Report.  Copies  of  the  Reports  of  the  Ger¬ 
mantown  and  Pittsburg  Branches  for  1923  have 
been  received  at  the  Headquarters  Office.  Others 
will  be  gratefully  acknowledged. 

*  *  * 

Articles  on  the  work  and  history  of  The  Wal¬ 
densian  Church  have  recently  appeared  in  The 
Churchman,  The  Presbyterian  Advance,  The  Pres¬ 
byterian  Banner,  The  Missionary  Review  of  the 
World,  The  Record  of  Christian  Work,  The  Pres¬ 
byterian.  Other  articles  have  been  accepted  for 
early  printings  in  The  Sunday  School  World,  and 
The  Presbyterian  Survey.  The  article  in  The 
Churchman  has  been  reprinted  as  a  pamphlet, 
with  the  title,  “Waldensians  and  Italy.” 

*  *  * 

The  popular  folder  on  Waldensian  facts,  en¬ 
titled,  “Questions  and  Answers,”  which  is  out  of 
print,  is  being  revised  by  the  author,  Mrs.  Frank 
Gardner  Moore,  and  will  soon  be  available. 


The  demand  for  copies  of  The  News  Letter 
for  March  was  so  great  that  it  has  been  decided 
to  increase  the  future  issues,  beginning  with  this 
number. 

*  *  * 

The  proposal  to  enroll  as  “Friends  of  Italy” 
those  who  would  consent  to  join  in  intercessory 
prayer  for  the  work  of  the  Waldensian  Church 
and  the  efforts  to  make  American  co-operation 
more  effective,  is  meeting  with  a  gratifying  re¬ 
sponse.  The  little  folder  with  suggestive  topics 
can  be  had  for  the  asking. 

*  *  * 

The  General  Secretary  will  be  glad  to  give  de¬ 
tailed  information  and  letters  of  introduction  to 
pastors  of  The  Waldensian  Church,  to  any  friends 
who  expect  to  visit  Italy.  Many  of  the  pastors 
speak  English.  They  are  pleased  to  help  make 
visitors  happy  by  personal  attention  and  practical 
suggestions. 

*  *  * 

Reverend  Joseph  Brunn,  Pastor  of  The  Broome 
Street  Tabernacle,  New  York,  and  one  of  our 
Board  of  Directors,  has  recently  made  addresses 
for  the  Branches  in  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Syracuse, 
and  Princeton.  Few  men  have  a  better  knowledge 
of  conditions  in  Italy,  and  none  speak  with  a 
more  sympathetic  acquaintance  with  the  Valleys 
and  the  Waldensians. 

*  *  * 

The  Board  has  appointed  a  special  committee, 
to  prepare  a  standard  plan  for  the  work  of  a 
Branch,  based  on  the  experience  of  the  Branches. 
A  questionaire  has  been  sent  out  which  is  broad 
and  comprehensive  enough  to  cover  every  type  of 
work.  May  we  not  expect  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  friends  to  whom  the  letters  have  gone? 
Mrs.  Frank  Gardner  Moore,  our  Recording  Secre¬ 
tary,  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

*  *  * 
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The  reorganized  Denver  Branch  has  adopted  a 
budget  of  $1,000.00  for  1924.  They  include  in 
this  amount  the  salary  of  one  of  the  Mission  pas¬ 
tors  in  Sicily.  Buffalo  has  paid  the  salary  ot 
the  pastor  at  Grotte  for  more  than  a  dozen  years. 
Boston  stands  behind  the  pastor  at  Riesi,  and 
Germantown  the  pastor  at  Falerna.  Each  of 
these  little  cities  in  Sicily  have  sent  out  streams 
of  Christian  influence  to  other  lands,  and  espe¬ 
cially  to  America,  through  the  energetic  Walden- 
sian  missions  and  schools.  Fully  a  dozen  Ameri¬ 
can  cities  have  had  reason  to  thank  God  tor 
the  type  of  immigrants  which  came  to  our  shores 
after  being  stimulated  educationally  and  relig¬ 
iously  by  the  Waldensians  in  Grotte  and  Riesi. 


By  the  will  of  the  late  Reverend  Archibald 
McCullagh  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  we  have  receive 
and  passed  on  The  Tavola,  in  Rome,  the  sum  of 
$1,000.00.  He  was  a  long-time  friend  o  i 
Waldensians.  *  *  * 

In  a  personal  letter  to  Mrs.  Schauffler,  Signor 
Rostan,  Secretary  of  The  Tavola,  speaks  of  a 
visit  paid  to  the  two  Waldensian  Churches  in 
Romefin  February,  by  Professor  W  E  Garrison 
of  Chicago  University,  and  of  the  latter  s  s 
prise  and  gratification  at  the  size  of  the  audi¬ 
ences  and  the  interest  shown  in  the  services.  The 
Baker  Memorial  Church  in  Piazzi  Cavour  where 
Signor  Paolo  Bosio  is  Pastor,  was  crowded  with 
“evangelicals  and  no  less  than  three  hundred 
Roman  Catholics”  who  came  to  hear  Reverend 
Ugo  Janni,  from  San  Remo,  one  of  the  most  elo¬ 
quent  preachers  in  Italy.  Signor  Jann.  was  in¬ 
vited  to  give  a  series  of  three  apologetical 
tures  ”  But  the  audiences  were  so  large  and  the 
interest  so  keen  he  gave  a  fourth  evening,  with 
good  results.  The  audiences  represented  aU 
ranks  of  Roman  society,  though  professional  and 

military  men  predominated. 

*  #  * 
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In  a  personal  letter  from  the  Moderator  of 
The  Tavola,  dated  March  29th,  we  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  interesting  account  of  the  celebration  of 
the  Seventy-sixth  Anniversary  of  the  Edict  of 
Emancipation,  given  by  King  Charles  Albert, 
grandfather  of  the  present  King  of  Italy: 
“On  the  evening  of  February  16th  a  large  number 
of  members  of  the  Church,  with  their  families, 
gathered  in  the  Hall,  annexed  to  the  Church, 
where  the  youths  of  the  ‘Circulo  Valdese’  enter¬ 
tained  us  with  music  and  dramatic  representa¬ 
tions  ...  of  the  sad  times  of  the  persecutions. 
Many  of  the  ladies  wore  the  characteristic  and 
beautiful  V  audois  costumes.  On  the  following 
Sunday  Pastor  Bosio  spoke  on  ‘For  Liberty  of 
Conscience,’  and  gave  a  summary  of  the  life  and 
martyrdom  of  John  Huss  of  Prague,  availing 
himself  of  a  small  book  written  by  our  Premier, 
B.  Mussolini,  in  1913,  under  the  title,  ‘John  Huss, 
The  Veracious.’  The  Ambassador  of  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  was  present  with  a  good  number  of  his 
dependents  and  countrymen.  The  choir  sang  our 
patriotic  Waldensian  hymn,  ‘The  Oath  of  Sibaud.’ 
It  was  deeply  moving  to  see  the  large  assembly, 
fully  one-half  Roman  Catholics,  rise  and  stand 
solemnly.” 

*  *  * 

Quoting  further  from  this  letter:  “The  Church 
is  not  only  an  attractive  and  blessed  place  of 
worship  for  many  souls,  Italians  and  foreigners, 
on  Sundays,  but  a  precious  shelter  for  many  lonely 
ones  during  the  week.  The  Church  is  open  every 
afternoon,  and  Pastor  Emeritus  Signor  Revel  is 
there  to  receive  every  person  who  comes  for  in¬ 
formation  or  for  edification.” 

The  letter  then  relates  the  story  of  a  young  sol¬ 
dier  who  had  been  attending  the  services  for 
some  time  and  then  sought  an  interview.  His 
father  was  a  husbandman  near  Catania,  Sicily, 
who  had  gone  to  America.  He  worked  hard,  but 
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gave  the  Sabbaths  to  religious  exercises,  usually 
attending  evangelical  meetings.  After  years  of 
frugality  he  saved  a  modest  competence  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Italy.  But  he  took  back  with  him  a 
personal  faith  in  Jesus  as  his  Saviour  and  Lord. 
In  his  community  he  has  not  only  borne  a  faith¬ 
ful  witness  in  his  family,  but  has  endeavored  to 
enlighten  his  neighbors.  When  his  son  entered 
the  Army,  he  gave  him  this  advice:  “Go,  find 
out  the  Waldensian  Church;  attend  it  regularly; 
you  will  find  in  it  the  teaching  you  need  and  the 
power  to  withstand  every  temptation.”  He  came 
to  tell  how  much  his  contact  with  the  evangelicals 
had  done  for  him  in  his  fight  to  live  a  clean  life. 

*  *  * 

Many  soldiers  come  to  the  services  in  Rome 
and  come  into  contact  with  the  members  of  the 
“Circulo  Valdese,”  a  social  organization  of  young 
men  connected  with  the  Church.  Here  they  meet 
clean-minded,  big-souled  young  men,  students  and 
professional  groups,  and  have  the  advantages  of 
the  club-rooms  connected  with  the  Church  and 

the  Theological  Seminary  adjoining. 

*  *  * 

The  Waldensian  Theological  Seminary  in  Rome 
is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  spirit  of  good  will 
and  cooperation  which  exists  among  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  groups  in  Italy.  One  of  the  faculty,  Pro¬ 
fessor  Tagliatela,  is  a  Methodist  and  a  delegate 
to  the  General  Conference  in  Springfield,  Mass. 
All  of  the  Methodist  theological  students  are  in 
the  Waldensian  Seminary,  as  are  the  Baptist  and 
Wesleyan  students. 

*  *  * 

Several  of  the  members  of  our  Branches  have 
visited  Waldensian  Churches  in  Italy  during  re¬ 
cent  months.  Among  them  we  have  learned  of 
the  following:  Mrs.  Frederic  Cunningham,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Boston  Branch;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B. 
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Herrick,  of  Chicago;  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Shaw,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Findlay, 
of  Pittsburgh.  The  General  Secretary  has  given 
letters  of  introduction  to  a  number  of  American 
travelers  now  en  route  to  Italy. 

*  *  * 

To  the  friends  who  are  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  our  Board  to  raise  the  entire  cost  of 
promotion  and  administration  from  a  personally 
interested  group  of  individuals  we  are  glad  to 
present  the  results  to  May  15th.  Towards  the 
total  budget  for  the  expenses  of  The  American 
Waldensian  Aid  Society  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  $11,000.00,  there  has  been  secured 
in  cash,  pledges,  refunds  and  incomes  from  en¬ 
dowments,  etc.,  a  total  of  $4,617.13  This  is  made 
up  of  the  following: 


1  gift  of  $2,000 . $2,000.00 

1  “  “  500 .  500.00 

1  “  “  BOO .  300.00 

2  gifts  of  200 .  400.00 

7  “  “  100 .  700.00 

1  “  “  60 .  60.00 

2  “  “  50 .  100.00 

3  “  “  25 .  75.00 

1  “  “  15 .  15.00 

7  “  “  10 .  70.00 

Miscellaneous,  refunds,  etc.,  etc .  397.13  $4,617.13 


The  effort  will  be  steadily  continued  until  the 
entire  amount  is  secured.  Much  of  the  work 
has  been  done  by  correspondence  and  there  have 
been  a  number  of  unexpected  voluntary  gifts. 
More  will  undoubtedly  come  in  this  way. 

*  *  * 

The  following  is  taken  from  a  letter  written  in 
December  to  Signor  Costabel,  Vice-Moderator  of 
The  Tavola,  by  the  Pastor  at  Pachino,  Sicily, 
Signor  Colucci:  “The  services  are  held  regularly 
again.  Besides  the  members,  many  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  attend.  All  the  seats  are  occupied  every 
Sunday,  and  twenty  or  more  standing.  We  should 
buy  three  dozen  chairs.  But  we  cannot  just  now. 
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We  have  two  weekly  meetings,  and  the  Sunday 
School.  The  principal  Sunday  service  takes  place 
at  6  P.  M.  and  is  attended  by  both  men  and 
women.  The  feminine  element,  which  last  year 
was  rather  scarce,  is  now  numerous  and  steadfast. 
The  presence  of  teachers  in  the  city  schools  who 
want  to  know  us  better  is  worthy  of  notice. 

*  *  * 

“On  Thursday  night  we  have  a  Bible  Class,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  singing  practice.  The  Sunday  School 
numbers  170  children  and  not  a  few  grown-ups.” 

*  *  * 

“Last  Tuesday,  at  6  in  the  morning,  the  Pastor 
was  called  to  the  home  of  a  Catholic  family, 

where  he  baptized  a  sick  child,  praying  for  the 
child  and  his  parents,  in  the  presence  of  many 
Catholic  women.  During  the  night  God  called 

the  child.  The  funeral  took  place  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  and  on  evangelical  lines.  The  Pastor 
preached  the  Gospel  to  a  great  number  of  people, 
upon  the  text  “Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 

Me.” 

*  *  * 

“We  have  fourteen  war  orphans,  who  do  not 

pay  school  rates,  having  obtained  a  subsidy  of 
300  lire  (100  lire  from  the  local  School  Board 
and  200  from  the  Pro-Orphans’  Committee  of 
Siracusa).  We  gave  our  orphans  not  only  the 
books  and  materials  needed,  but  also  a  pair  of 
shoes  each.  This  made  a  big  noise  in  the  town.” 

*  *  * 

“Our  schools  are  well  attended.  A  few  things 
deserve  mention,  as  results  of  simple  and  whole¬ 
some  education:  (1)  Our  schools  are  always  asked 
to  take  part  in  all  ceremonies  where  the  city 
schools  are  asked.  (2)  A  Catholic  teacher  in  the 
city  schools  sends  us  her  girl,  who  attepds  the 
third  form.  (3)  Among  our  scholars  are  two 
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nephews  of  one  of  the  two  priests  of  the  town, 
and  whose  parents  are  strong  Roman  Catholics.” 

*  *  * 

“The  Pastor  entertains  friendly  relations  with 
the  local  Catholic  clergy  .  .  .  and  often  has  chats 
with  one  of  them  in  a  public  place,  where  they 
discuss  Gospel  truths.  ...  A  few  days  ago, 
while  the  pastor  was  paying  a  visit  to  the  family 
above  mentioned,  one  of  the  two  priests  came  in, 
and  after  a  talk  on  religious  subjects,  said,  in 
the  presence  of  many  witnesses:  ‘We  send  people 
to  the  Saints,  but  they  are  powerless.  We  do  it 
from  habit.  Jesus  is  the  only  one  who  can  save.’” 

*  *  * 

The  above  quotations  are  inserted,  simply  to 
give  glimpses  into  the  daily  work  of  the  Walden- 
sian  pastors,  in  the  midst  of  the  vast  majorities 
of  another  religious  faith,  in  the  island  of  Sicily. 
Here,  with  more  than  half  of  the  people  illiterate, 
and  only  a  handful  of  evangelicals,  by  kind- 
hearted,  commonplace  bits  of  service,  by  faithful, 
high-grade  instruction  of  the  children  in  day 
schools,  as  well  as  by  preaching,  the  spirit  of  the 
good-will  of  Jesus  is  being  demonstrated  day  by 
day. 

*  *  # 

Pastor  Davide  Bosio  of  Turin,  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Northern  Italian  District,  sends 
the  following  items  of  interest: 

Vallecrosia. — Our  Sunday  School  numbers  70 
children,  and  is  managed,  as  far  as  the  teaching 
is  concerned,  on  American  lines.  Pastor  Billour 
has  long  resided  in  the  United  States  and  had  the 
bright  idea  to  marry  an  American  lady.  He  is 
confident  that  the  American  system  of  leading  a 
Sunday  School,  in  raising  enthusiasm  and  inspira¬ 
tion,  is  the  best.  Sometime  ago  Signor  Billour 
had  the  good  fortune  of  meeting  a  lady  whom  he 
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did  not  know.  As  soon  as  she  saw  him  she  ex¬ 
claimed  joyfully,  “I  am  so  glad  to  have  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  thank  you  for  the  good  you  have 
done  me  by  reading  such  beautiful  words  of  the 
Bible  at  a  funeral  which  took  place  last  year  at 
Bordighera.  From  that  day,  a  new  light  has  en¬ 
tered  my  soul.” 

Biella. — In  connection  with  the  church  there 
is  a  strong  and  active  Young  People’s  Club.  When 
the  Pastor  is  called  somewhere  else  on  a  Sunday, 
one  of  the  young  people  takes  his  place  in  the 
pulpit. 

Brescia. — All  the  newspapers  here  are  willing 
to  announce  the  lectures  that  the  Pastor  gives  at 
the  Church  and  it  often  happens  that  the  Pastor 
is  buttonholed  in  the  street  by  people  who  engage 
him  in  discussion  about  the  topics  treated  in  his 
lectures. 

Sampierdarena. — We  have  here  a  minister  on 
whose  head  snow  has  fallen  plentifully,  Signor 
Maurin.  In  spite  of  it,  the  young  people  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  appointed  him  their  presi¬ 
dent.  Because  of  him  can  be  said  what  is  oft 
repeated  about  Mount  Etna,  “Under  a  snow  and 
ice-covered  top  there  is  fire  and  heat.” 

San  Remo. — Here  is  how  a  San  Remo  paper 
advertises  one  of  Pastor  Janni’s  lectures:  “It 
will  have  a  spiritual  character  in  the  highest  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  word.  People  of  every  creed  and 
tendency  may  profitably  hear  it.  All  those  who 
are  searching  their  way,  all  those  who  love  to 
indulge  at  times  in  the  contemplation  of  life 
truths,  far  above  the  low  pursuits  of  sensuous 
and  selfish  interest,  shall  enjoy  this  lecture.” 

Milan. — “A  member  of  the  Second  Waldensian 
Church,  a  poor  working  woman,  who  contributes 
regularly  to  all  the  Church  agencies,  has  given 
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one  hundred  lire,  the  whole  of  her  savings  of 
the  year,  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So¬ 
ciety.” 

*  *  * 

From  a  personal  letter  just  at  hand  we  learn 
that  Dr.  James  Gibson,  of  Rome,  for  many  years 
editor  of  the  little  Scottish  quarterly,  “A  Voice 
From  Italy,”  is  making  a  translation  of  Professor 
Ernesto  Comba’s  book  on  Waldensian  history,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1923,  entitled  “Storia  dei  Valdesi.”  This 
book  should  have  a  wide  reading  among  those 
who  know  the  beautiful  Italian  language.  The 
English  translation  will  be  welcomed  most  heartily 
by  hundreds  of  friends  of  Italy  in  this  country 
who  are  not  so  highly  favored. 

*  *  * 

The  Tavola  have  granted  to  this  Society  the 
right  to  publish  the  English  edition  in  America. 
Now  if  some  good  friend  will  provide  the  sum 
required  to  set  the  type  and  make  the  plates,  ap¬ 
proximately  $1,000,  it  will  be  possible  to  publish 
the  book  at  a  low  price  and  give  it  a  wide  circula¬ 
tion.  Professor  Comba’s  father  was  one  of  the 
great  historians  of  an  earlier  generation.  The 
son  has  done  a  rare  piece  of  scholarly  work,  with 
facts  recorded  in  the  light  of  evidence  unknown 
to  his  father. 

*  *  * 

The  New  Brunswick  Branch  recently  came  to 
its  spring  meeting  having  made  a  new  record  of 
sums  collected — $270.00,  compared  with  $262.00, 
the  total  for  1922.  The  suggestion  was  made  that 
they  make  it  $300.00  and  set  a  new  standard.  The 
collection  resulted  in  passing  this  goal.  The 
President  has  also  undertaken  to  secure  $100.00 
for  the  Information  and  Administration  Fund  dur¬ 
ing  1924  and  has  nearly  half  paid  in. 

*  *  * 
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J^eivs  (Letter 

THE  WALDENSIANS  were  heard  and  their 
cause  emphasized  at  the  World  Alliance  of 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Churches,  in  its 
General  Council  meeting  at  Cardiff,  Wales, 
in  July  last.  The  Moderator,  Signor  Leger,  the 
Vice  Moderator,  Signor  Costabel  of  Milan,  and 
Mr.  Goodman  had  opportunities  for  presenting 
the  situation  in  Italy. 

*  *  * 

In  the  judgment  of  some  of  its  greatest  leaders, 
Italy’s  greatest  need  is  not  more  or  more  fascinat¬ 
ing  religious  forms.  It  was  well  stated  by  Tolstoi, 
near  the  end  of  his  life.  “The  trouble  with  the 
world  to-day  is  the  lost  sense  of  God.”  A  visitor  to 
a  Waldensian  service,  in  any  part  of  Italy  is  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  reverence,  the  quiet  demeanor,  the 
attention  of  the  audiences.  The  “sense  of  God”  is 
a  marked  characteristic. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  John  Timothy  Stone,  D.D.,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  spent  several  weeks  in  Rome,  in 
May,  on  his  return  from  a  tour  of  the  Far 
East.  He  visited  and  addressed  the  Waldensian 
Seminary,  in  his  usual  practical  and  stirring 
manner,  interpreted  by  Professor  Cornba.  Dr. 
W.  H.  Oxtoby,  now  of  San  Anselmo,  Calif.,  was 
also  in  Rome,  with  his  family,  and  visited  the 
Seminary  and  Churches.  Both  are  officers  in  this 
Society.  We  are  confident  that  their  interest  has 
been  quickened  by  what  they  saw  of  the  Wal¬ 
densian  work  in  Italy. 


The  General  Secretary  and  the  Field  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Schauffier,  are  expecting  to  visit  the  Branches 
in  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City, 
Cincinnati  and  Columbus  in  November. 

*  *  * 

The  many  friends  of  Mrs.  C.  H.  Seymour,  who 

has  been  one  of  the  Field  Secretaries  of  the  Society 

for  more  than  ten  years,  will  regret  to  hear  of  her 

resignation,  which  took  effect  July  first.  She  was 

a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  well  as 

President  of  the  Buffalo  Branch  for  several  years 

previous.  She  remains  a  member  of  the  Board. 

No  one  who  knows  of  her  intense  love  for  the 

Waldensians  could  think  of  her  giving  up  the  work 

because  of  diminishing  interest.  She  has  simply 

yielded  to  repeated  urgent  requests  of  her  family, 

in  the  interest  of  her  health.  We  are  happy  to 

be  able  to  call  on  her  for  special  pieces  of  service, 

as  her  strength  will  permit.  She  will  be  available 

for  a  few  visits  from  time  to  time. 

*  *  * 

William  Gibson,  of  Rome,  Fditor  of  The  Voice 
from.  Italy ,  the  organ  of  the  Scottish  Society,  is  a 
versatile  linguist,  speaking  several  of  the  lan¬ 
guages  of  Northern  Europe,  as  well  as  French 
and  Italian.  He  attended  the  Ecumenical  Con¬ 
ference  on  Christian  Life  and  Work,  at  Stockholm 
in  August.  He  writes  a  personal  letter  to  Mr. 
Goodman,  in  which  he  speaks  with  gratitude,  of 
the  kind  attention  paid  to  the  Waldensian  dele¬ 
gates  by  the  great  Archbishop  of  Sweden,  Dr. 
Soederblom,  who  was  the  leading  factor  of  the 
Conference.  Following  the  Conference  he  ar¬ 
ranged  a  tour  for  Professor  Ernesto  Comba,  of  the 
Waldensian  Seminary  in  Rome,  and  Mr.  Gibson 
was  chosen  as  the  interpreter.  The  Archbishop 
has  since  formed  a  Swedish  Committee  to  help 
the  Waldensians  in  their  misson  work  in  Italy. 
Mr.  Gibson  also  speaks  of  an  increased  interest 
in  the  Waldensian  cause  in  the  churches  of  Den¬ 
mark.  *  *  * 
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In  one  of  the  last  sermons  by  the  late  Dr. 
Jowett  in  his  London  pulpit,  he  told  the  story  of 
the  great  memorial  service,  for  the  Boy  Scouts 
who  were  killed  in  the  war,  held  in  Albert  Hall, 
London.  During  the  service  there  was  an  interval 
for  silent  prayer.  It  was  broken  by  the  voice  of 
Sir  Baden-Powell  saying,  “Scouts,  lift  up  your 
heads  and  look  wider  This  is  a  fine  slogan  for 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  Waldensians,  as 
they  face  another  winter.  The  Waldensians  have 
never  been  more  needed  in  Italy.  Many  American 
Christians  would  enrich  their  own  experience,  if 
they  entered  into  the  trials  of  this  wonderful  band 
of  witnesses  as  they  let  “The  Light”  shine  through 
them  into  darkness  with  which  they  are  sur¬ 
rounded. 

#  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Goodman’s  visit  to  Palermo  was  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  features  of  his  recent  tour  in  Sicily. 
He  arrived  from  Naples,  by  steamer,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  had  a  breakfast  conference  with  Signor 
Malan,  the  pastor  and  Superintendent  for  the 
Waldensian  work  in  Sicily,  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Tron, 
who  had  been  assigned  by  the  Tavola  to  be  Mr. 
Goodman’s  guide  and  interpreter.  The  day  was 
filled  with  visits  to  the  new  site  for  the  Church, 
and  School,  the  old  church  and  the  Day  School, 
and  the  wonderful  old  church  and  cloisters  at 
Monreale.  The  visit  ended  with  a  charming 
social  gathering  of  the  members  of  the  Church 
in  the  manse.  There  are  many  encouragements. 

*  *  * 

The  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Messina  died  sud¬ 
denly  of  pneumonia,  in  December  last,  leaving  a 
wife  and  several  children.  In  the  emergency  the 
Tavola  appealed  to  Dr.  Tron,  retired  three  years 
ago  at  seventy,  as  is  the  rule  in  the  Waldensian 
Church,  to  come  back  into  the  harness.  He  went 
to  Messina  in  January  and  as  those  who  know  him 
would  expect,  has  been  doing  a  splendid  work. 
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The  little  Church  was  nearly  wiped  out  in  the 
earthquake  of  1908,  when  over  100,000  people  were 
killed,  including  the  pastor  and  his  family.  It 
has  made  a  fine  recovery.  The  people  are  wor¬ 
shipping  in  rented  quarters.  They  are  hopeful 
of  a  new  building  on  a  site  already  secured.  They 
have  132  communicant  members  and  received  18 
last  year  on  confession.  The  city  is  being  rebuilt 
in  a  substantial  and  artistic  way,  with  widened 
streets  and  splendid  public  buildings.  The  com¬ 
mercial  outlook  is  excellent.  With  the  right  leader¬ 
ship  Messina  promises  to  become  one  of  the 
strongest  of  the  Waldensian  Churches  in  Sicily. 

*  *  * 

The  new  Branch  formed  last  Spring  in  Cort¬ 
land,  New  York,  has  made  a  splendid  start.  The 
officers  are:  President,  B.  L.  Webb;  First  Vice- 
President,  F.  G.  Potter;  Second  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Stilson;  Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Wilkins; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Fred  R.  Bentley.  Several  of  its 
members  have  been  in  Italy  this  year.  The  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  of  Pastors  is  composed  of  Rev. 
Carl  Scovel,  Rev.  L.  J.  Travis,  Rev.  George  L. 
Cutton,  and  Rev.  W.  A.  Brathwaite. 

*  *  * 

A  Branch  Society  was  organized  in  Ithaca  in 
March  last,  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Seymour, 
Field  Secretary,  and  the  co-operation  of  Mrs. 
George  R.  Williams.  Several  meetings,  held  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  organization,  disclosed  a  deep  interest 
in  Italy  and  in  the  Waldensian  Church.  The 
pastors  of  the  leading  churches  opened  their  pul¬ 
pits  to  representatives  of  the  Society.  The  officers 
are:  President,  Mrs.  Giorgio  de  Grassi,  Vice- 

President,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Pond,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Charles  Leigh  Taylor.  The  Advisory  Board 
of  ministers  is  composed  of  Rev.  M.  D.  Hardin. 
D.D.,  Rev.  H.  .T.  Condit,  Rev  John  Lewis. 

*  *  * 
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The  Montclair  Branch  was  formed  in  March 
1025,  following  a  meeting  addressed  by  Signor 
Guido  Comba.  Its  first  meeting  of  the  fall  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  B.  V.  Harrison  on 
October  13th  when  the  organization  was  com¬ 
pleted.  This  newest  Branch  starts  with  nearly 
one  hundred  Charter  Members  and  a  widespread 
interest. 

*  *  * 

The  Misses  Mary  and  Grace  Carter,  members 
of  the  Montclair  Branch,  spent  several  weeks  in 
Italy,  including  ten  days  in  Torre  Pellice,  during 
the  recent  session  of  the  Waldensian  Synod.  They 
write  in  enthusiastic  terms,  not  only  of  the  beauty 
of  hills  and  valleys,  with  snow  on  the  mountain 
tops  in  September,  but  especially  of  the  people. 
The  types  of  men  composing  the  ministry  and 
teaching  force  made  a  deep  impression.  They 
tramped  up  the  valley  of  the  Angrogna  and  went 
into  the  “Church  in  the  Cave,”  the  scene  of  re¬ 
peated  tragedies.  They  visited  Bobbio  and  sat 
under  the  chestnut  trees  besides  the  famous  Si- 
haud  covenant  monument.  It  is  almost  certain  to 
make  a  champion  of  the  Waldenses  out  of  any 
Christian  who  visits  the  valleys,  with  heart  and 
mind  open. 

*  *  * 

\  recent  visit  of  the  General  Secretary  to 
Wales,  in  connection  with  the  Quadrennial  Meeting 
of  the  Alliance  of  Presbyterian  and  Reformed 
Churches  at  Cardiff,  brought  to  his  attention 
points  of  similarity  between  the  Waldensians  and 
the  early  Christians  in  Wales.  The  Welsh  be¬ 
lievers  protested  against  the  growing  encroach¬ 
ments  on  their  liberties  and  at  length  called  down 
the  wrath  of  the  ecclesiastical  powers.  They,  like 
the  Waldenses,  held  out  for  a  long  time  because 
of  their  isolation  and  the  nature  of  the  countr\ . 
Thev  were  finallv  subjugated  in  the  thirteenth 
century  and  went  into  religious  decline,  until  the^ 


were  won  back  to  the  evangelical  faith  in  large 
numbers  during  the  powerful  Wesleyan  revival 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  Like  the  Waldensians 
they  are  lovers  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  be¬ 
cause  they  know  what  it  has  cost. 

*  *  * 

In  these  days  of  religious  controversies  and  of 
the  search  for  religious  reality,  the  stinging  words 
of  Dean  Inge,  in  a  London  daily  are  worth  re¬ 
peating.  “A  religion  which  is  no  religion  in  par¬ 
ticular  is  like  a  speech  which  is  no  language  in 
particular,  a  sort  of  Esperanto,  mainly  useful 
for  spiritual  Cook’s  tourists.”  One  of  the  com¬ 
pelling  qualities  of  the  faith  of  the  Waldensians 
is  its  definiteness.  They  know  what  they  believe 
and  why  they  believe  it.  To  them  religion  is  a 
living  reality,  a  distinct  series  of  personal  spiritual 
adventures,  the  dearest  thing  in  life. 

*  *  * 

The  needs  of  the  Waldensian  Tavola  are  always 
urgent,  especially  in  the  winter  season.  The  long 
postponed  erection  of  the  building  for  Palermo 
cannot  wait  further  without  menacing  the  fine 
work  which  has  been  done,  under  greatly  limited 
conditions.  This  buildng  will  add  heavily  to  the 
burden  being  carried  at  the  head  office  in  Rome. 
Catania,  Messina,  Orsara,  Bari,  Ceringola,  to  men¬ 
tion  only  some  of  the  places  visited  by  M!r.  Good¬ 
man,  need  church  buildings.  Repairs  and  changes 
are  sorely  needed  at  Riesi,  if  the  wonderful  work 
now  in  progress  is  to  be  continued.  These  are 
simply  glimpses  of  the  financial  needs,  as  they 
appear  to  the  General  Secretary,  from  his  recent 
visits.  New  fields  await  pastors  or  evangelists. 
The  staff  of  teachers  in  several  of  the  Day  Schools 
is  woefully  inadequate.  How  the  underpaid  teach¬ 
ers  do  their  splendid  work  and  maintain  their 
contagious  enthusiasm,  with  such  antiquated  edu¬ 
cational  facilities,  is  beyond  the  writer’s  compre¬ 
hension.  Love  alone  is  the  explanation. 
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A  Tramp  up  the  Valley  of  Angrogna.  Ihe 
sixth  of  June  has  been  a  two-fold  anniversary  for 
the  General  Secretary,  the  birthday  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  in  1844,  and  the  open¬ 
ing  day  of  his  forty-two  years  of  service  as  a  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  It  will  take  on  added 
significance,  as  the  day  on  which  he  made  a  most 
memorable  visit  to  some  of  the  historic  spots  in 
the  Valley  of  Angrogna. 

He  left  the  Hotel  du  Parc,  in  Torre  Pellice, 
after  an  early  breakfast.  A  gentle  shower  had 
laid  the  dust,  cooled  the  air  and  made  the  foliage 
and  wild  flowers  still  more  beautiful.  The  views 
were  beyond  words.  An  hour’s  steady  climb 
brought  one  to  San  Lorenzo.  Pastor  Davide  Pons 
had  walked  down  a  half  mile  to  meet  the  visitor, 
and  conduct  him  to  the  quaint  old  manse  anc 
school  building,  situated  on  the  brow  of  a  high 
hill,  overlooking  the  valley  and  the  mountains. 
After  a  bit  of  rest  a  journey  of  two  miles  up  the 
mountain  paths  brought  one  to  the  site  of  the 
Svnod  of  Cianforan,  where  in  1532  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Waldensians  met  Farel  and  his  fellow 
delegate  Olivetan,  cousin  of  Calvin,  from  Geneva. 
After  several  days  the  Waldensians  decided  to 
cast  in  their  lot  with  Calvin  and  the  Swiss  Re¬ 
formation.  Here  likewise  it  was  decided  to  ar¬ 
range  for  the  translation  of  the  Bible  into  French 
vernacular.  This  was  done  in  1535.  It  became 
and  for  generations  remained  the  only  French 
Bible  available  for  the  common  people.  Near  this 
place  a  native  pointed  out  the  spot  where  had 
stood  the  first  evangelical  church  erected  in  the 
mountains,  early  in  the  same  century. 

Pastor  Pons  was  then  obliged  to  return  to  the 
manse  for  a  wedding.  After  lunch  a  visit  was 
paid  to  one  of  the  two  oldest  houses  of  worship, 
which  bears  in  the  gable  the  date,  “1555.”  It  was 
destroyed,  in  1621,  after  being  debased  and  used 
as  a  stable  by  the  commander  of  the  cavalry  troop 
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which  drove  out  the  Waldensians.  But  the  walls 
remained  and  the  present  church  was  rebuilt  in 
1691. 

Then  a  long  walk  through  charming  scenery  to 
the  music  of  the  plunging  stream,  to  the  far 
famed  “Chiesa  in  Tana,”  the  Church  in  the  Cave, 
where  the  mountain  Christians  took  refuge  and 
worshipped  during  several  of  the  terrible  periods 
of  persecution.  The  entrance  is  hard  to  find.  One 
has  to  bend  low  to  get  into  it  and  yet  three  hun¬ 
dred  people  experienced  protection  and  spiritual 
nourishment  within.  It  was  most  natural  to  fall 
on  one’s  knees  and  offer  praise  for  what  the  rugged 
sanctuary  had  meant  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Time  only  permitted  a  short  visit  to  the  old 
Church  at  Cerre  and  the  former  manse  and  hill¬ 
side  garden,  now  used  as  the  mountain  summer 
home  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Turin.  Pra  del  Torno,  the  last  and  most 
elevated  Church,  the  scene  of  terrific  battles  for 
religious  liberty,  was  too  far  away  to  be  seen  that 
day.  But  one  came  down  the  mountain  trail  at 
sunset,  weary  in  body,  but  refreshed  in  spirit,  with 
the  memory  of  one  of  the  most  rewarding  days  in 
more  than  forty-five  years  of  Christian  experience. 

*  *  * 

Some  one  has  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  large  granite  blocks  used  for  the  cornerstone 
and  foundation  walls  of  the  first  Waldensian 
Church  in  Rome,  opened  in  1885  in  Via  Nazion- 
ale,  came  from  the  Alps.  It  is  said  that  these 
very  stones  came  from  sections  of  the  mountains 
in  which  some  of  the  sad  events  of  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries  took  place.  They  illus¬ 
trate  the  unswerving  faith  in  God  and  in  the 
justice  of  their  claims  of  the  noble  army  of 
martyrs  and  their  descendants  who  have  and  are 
still  bearing  their  evangelical  testimony  “from 
the  Alps  to  Mt.  Aetna.” 
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Prci  Del  Torno  Valley  of  Angrogna 


Grotte. — With  Dr.  C.  A.  Tron  as  his  guide  and 
interpreter,  Mr.  Goodman  visited  Grotte,  Sicily, 
in  May.  The  city  is  situated  on  the  side  of  a  hill, 
about  a  mile  from  the  railroad  station.  \\  hen  the 
visitors  left  the  train  they  were  informed  that  the 
company,  which  they  had  seen  drawn  up  in  order 
in  the  highway  along  the  tracks,  had  come  to 
escort  them  to  the  city.  It  was  made  up  of  the 
pastor,  several  adult  members  of  the  Church,  the 
school  teachers  and  130  of  the  school  children. 
They  gave  a  song  of  welcome,  and  led  the  way 
to  the  central  piazza  of  the  city,  where  the  Church 
and  School  buildings  are  located.  The  streets  were 
lined  with  people,  and  the  procession  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  boys  and  girls,  without  a  shadow  of 
disturbance.  The  Church  was  filled  at  the  first 
meeting  at  about  four,  which  was  addressed  by  the 
visitors.  Then  the  various  classes  in  the  Day 
School  were  visited  and  examined  by  Signor  Malan, 
the  Superintendent  of  Sicily.  The  scholars  made  a 
creditable  showing.  About  three-fourths  are  from 
Romanist  families.  Every  one  takes  the  standard 
courses  in  Biblical  history.  Their  familiarity  with 
the  Bible  and  its  teachings  would  have  done  credit 
to  any  class  in  an  American  Sunday  School.  The 
singing  of  Waldensian  hymns  was  touching,  not 
alone  for  its  fine  execution,  but  notably  for  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  done.  The  congregation  met 
again  at  seven  for  the  farewell  meeting.  The 
parting  moments  were  impressive,  and  a  number 
of  men  and  women  accompanied  the  visitors  on 
the  mile  walk  to  the  train. 

The  Church  at  Grotte  has  had  a  remarkable 
history.  It  is  located  in  the  region  of  the  sulphur 
mines"  of  Sicily.  There  are  few  other  industries 
except  farming.  The  population  is  made  up  largely 
of  the  humbler  classes.  When  the  Waldensian 
Mission  was  started  about  twenty-five  years  ago, 
there  were  no  municipal  schools,  and  the  vacant 
schoolrooms  in  the  basement  of  the  municipal 
buildings  were  offered  to  the  Waldensians  if 


10 


they  would  start  a  Day  School.  The  muni¬ 
cipality  also  sold  them  a  site  adjoining  for  the 
Church,  with  a  garden  in  the  rear.  Here  the 
Church  and  School  building  was  erected.  The  fine 
pioneer  work  done  in  the  Day  School  at  last 
aroused  the  town  to  the  educational  situation,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  establishing  of  a  municipal  school  on 
the  upper  floors.  In  a  double  sense  the  Waldensian 
School  in  the  basement,  which  it  owns,  has  been  the 
foundation  of  common  school  opportunities.  It  will 
be  recalled  that  from  the  converts  of  this  little 
Church  emigrants  have  brought  the  evangel  to 
America,  and  have  founded  seven  Italian  Protes¬ 
tant  Churches,  most  of  them  larger  than  the 
mother  Church,  which  now  has  only  sixty-nine 
members,  adding  nine  last  year  by  confession. 

Mr.  Goodman  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  class 
work  of  a  little  girl  of  about  ten,  in  the  Day 
School.  She  was  beautiful  and  bright,  with  an  air 
of  refinement  which  led  to  inquiries.  Her  parents 
are  converts  to  the  evangelical  faith;  the  oldest 
brother  has  recently,  after  a  thorough  training, 
been  made  Elder-Evangelist  and  candidate  for  the 
ministry,  at  the  very  important  city  of  Bari  in 
Apulia,  and  a  younger  brother  of  fourteen  told 
Mr.  Goodman  that  he  had  decided  to  fit  himself 
for  the  ministry.  The  parents  and  the  children 
were  among  those  who  gave  the  guests  a  gracious 
farewell.  Here  as  at  other  points  in  Sicily  the 
evidences  of  refinement  and  intelligence  among 
those  attending  the  services  of  the  Waldensian 
Church  was  a  pleasant  surprise. 

*  *  * 

Brindisi. — Brindisi  is  one  of  the  historic  cities 
of  the  ancient  Roman  Empire.  With  Moderator 
Eeger,  a  most  interesting  visit  was  made  to  the 
little  Waldensian  congregation.  A  work  of  great 
spiritual  power  is  being  carried  on,  in  a  new 
building,  dedicated  last  February.  It  has  a  fine 
little  auditorium,  with  balcony,  class  rooms,  and 
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the  manse  on  the  upper  floors.  It  was  erected  by 
Captain  Antonio  Zaccaro,  a  ship  owner,  across  the 
street  from  his  own  beautiful  home,  and  its  oc¬ 
cupancy  donated  without  cost  to  the  Church. 
Captain  Zaccaro  is  an  active  Christian  layman, 
known  throughout  the  commercial  circles  of  Italy. 
He  was  away  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  but  his  wite 
and  charming  family  entertained  the  visitors  and 
several  invited  guests.  The  acting  pastor,  Signor 
Varvelli,  is  doing  an  exceptional  work  of  evangel¬ 
ization,  against  great  local  difficulties.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Church  is  62,  with  24  admissions  on 
confession  last  year.  Signor  Varvelli  is  conduct¬ 
ing  missions  in  the  neighboring  towns  of  Grottaglie 
and  Latiano,  in  spite  of  the  most  bitter  opposition, 
and  with  steadily  widening  influence.  The  stories 
of  his  efforts  to  take  the  light  into  these  dark 
places  read  like  a  romance. 

*  *  * 

The  writer  wonders  how  many  of  the  good  folks 
who  love  the  Waldensian  Church,  take  it  into  the 
secret  place  of  personal  prayer.  If  the  principle 
of  intercessory  prayer  is  sound  and  the  New 
Testament  teachings  are  warranted  by  experience, 
one  of  the  surest  ways  of  helping  the  Waldensians 
in  fulfilling  their  providential  mission  in  Italy  and 
the  world,  is  to  pray  for  them,  repeatedly  and 
steadily.  Because  the  officers  of  the  Society  be¬ 
lieve  this  they  have  provided  a  little  folder,  con¬ 
taining  a  few  definite  subjects  for  prayer.  It  is 
called,  “The  Friends  of  Italy  in  a  Fellowship  of 
Intercession.”  A  second  edition  has  been  de¬ 
manded.  Copies  can  be  had  for  the  asking.  Will 
not  you,  reader,  enter  this  fellowship? 

*  *  * 

The  beautiful  tribute  paid  by  Edmondo  De 
Amicis,  the  Roman  Catholic  man  of  letters,  to  the 
Waldensians,  has  been  put  into  a  pamphlet.  A 
limited  number  of  copies  will  be  furnished  to  the 
officers  of  the  Branches  for  free  distribution. 

*  *  * 
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Church  at  Brindisi 

Moderator  Leger  (R)  Pastor  Varvelli 
*  *  * 

For  the  third  year,  the  State  Sunday  School 
Association  of  New  York  has  graciously  opened 
the  way  for  a  Waldensian  Exhibit  of  literature 
and  pictures,  in  connection  with  the  State  Con- 
venton  to  be  held  at  Binghamton,  October  14  to 
IT.  It  will,  as  heretofore,  be  in  charge  of  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Seymour. 
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America  took  notice  when  Dr.  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick  preached  on  September  6th,  when  the 
League  of  Nations  opened  its  session  at  Geneva. 
His  striking  assault  on  war,  as  a  means  of  settling 
international  problems,  was  published  in  hundreds 
of  papers,  and  commented  on  widely.  Dr.  Fos¬ 
dick  preached  the  English  sermon.  The  sermon 
in  French,  preached  on  the  same  day,  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  which  packed  the  great  cathedral,  was 
probably  heard  and  understood  by  more  people 
than  that  in  English.  It  was  hardly  mentioned  in 
America,  although  some  English  papers  made  ref¬ 
erence  to  it.  The  British  Weekly  had  a  brief, 
crisp,  appreciative  item  of  less  than  ten  lines,  in 
whch  the  preacher  was  spoken  of  as  a  Professor 
in  “The  Piedmontese  Church  in  Rome.”  Who  was 
the  one  so  highly  honored  as  to  be  chosen  out  of 
all  the  preachers  on  the  Continent  for  this  sig¬ 
nificant  event?  It  was  a  Waldensian  clergyman, 
now  Dean  of  the  Waldensian  Seminary  in  Rome, 
Professor  Giovanni  Rostagno.  He  will  be  re¬ 
membered  as  the  author  of  the  beautiful  little 
booklet,  “The  Service  of  a  Waldensian  Pastor,”  a 
war  time  story,  translated  by  Mrs.  Schauffler,  our 
Field  Secretary,  and  printed  last  Winter  by  the 
Society. 

*  *  * 

Pastor  Fasulo  of  Catania  is  a  warm  friend  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  His  two  sons  are  active  workers. 
They  had  much  to  do  with  making  a  success  of 
the  efforts  to  establish  a  vacation  camp  in  Sicily. 
It  was  held  on  the  attractive  and  rock  bound  coast 
of  the  Mediterranean,  near  Taormina,  during  the 
midwinter  holidays,  of  1924.  The  attendance  has 
grown  steadily.  In  1922  there  were  8  campers, 
in  1923,  15,  and  last  winter  the  number  increased 
to  38.  Signor  Fasulo  hopes,  ere  long,  to  have  a 
new  building  for  the  Church  at  Catania,  with  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  near  by.  An  adequate  lot 
has  been  secured. 

*  *  * 
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The  Waldensian  Museum  in  Torre  Pellice  is 
filled  with  rare  objects  connected  with  the  days 
of  persecution  and  suffering,  there  are  seveial 
Bibles  worn  by  generations  of  use.  Some  of  them 
had  been  taken  by  the  persecutors  cast  into  the 
fires,  and  later  rescued,  with  only  the  edges 
charred  by  the  flames.  The  personal  Bible  of  the 
Hungarian  patriot,  Louis  Kossuth,  which  he  took 
with  him  when  he  fled  for  his  life  into  Turin  is 
here.  It  bears  the  date,  1849,  the  year  of  the  great 
evangelical  revival  in  Hungary.  It  is  in  English 
and  bears  the  marks  of  much  use.  Kossuth  died 
and  was  buried  in  Turin.  His  brother  presented 
the  Bible  to  his  Waldensian  maid  and  she  sent  it 
to  the  Museum  in  March,  1925. 

*  *  * 

■% 

Rev.  Pietro  S.  Moncada,  Pastor  of  Italian  (Re¬ 
formed)  Church  in  Newburgh,  has  just  returned 
from  a  visit  to  Italy.  The  Italian  evangelical  bi¬ 
weekly,  “L’Era  Nuova,”  in  its  issue  of  October  8th, 
has  a  fine  article  by  Mr.  Moncada,  on  ‘Evangeli¬ 
cal  Protestants  in  Italy.”  It  contains  many  reasons 
for  encouragement  to  every  friend  of  the  Wal- 
densians.  Mr.  Moncada  was  a  visitor  to  the  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  Synod.  He  pays  a  discrim¬ 
inating  but  warmly  enthusiastic  tribute  to  the 
Waldensian  Church  of  today,  and  the  remarkable 
way  it  is  facing  up  to  its  growing  responsibilities. 

*  *  * 
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A  T  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
/\  tors  of  the  Society,  held  April  19th,  the 
/  Y  present  officers  were  re-elected.  Three 
new  directors  were  named:  Reverend 
Albert  E.  Ribourg,  D.D.,  Rector  of  St.  Andrews 
Church,  New  York;  Reverend  Stanley  White, 
D.D.,  formerly  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S.A.,  and  Reverend  George  Stewart,  Ph.D.,  of 
the  Madison  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  New 
York. 


The  General  Secretary  recently  spoke  on 
“Thirty  Minutes  in  Piedmont”  before  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Montclair.  A  few  days  afterward  the 
President  of  the  Montclair  Branch,  while  shop¬ 
ping  in  an  Italian  fruit  market,  was  approached 
by  one  of  the  proprietors  with  questions  regarding 
the  Waldensians.  He  is  President  of  the  Kiwanis 
and  was  a  guest  of  the  Rotary  Club  when  the 
address  was  given.  He  said,  “Tell  me  about 
the  Waldensians.  I  never  heard  of  them  until 
the  mention  in  the  address  before  the  Rotary.” 
Literature  was  sent  to  him.  A  few  days  later  he 
sent  a  charming  letter,  expressing  his  interest 
in  such  an  effort  to  help  his  native  land.  Inciden¬ 
tally  he  enclosed  a  check  for  $25.00  toward  the 
work  of  the  Society.  There  are,  without  doubt, 
hundreds  of  Italian  Americans  who  would  do  like¬ 
wise  if  they  knew  the  facts. 


The  little  church  at  Grotte  in  Sicily  has  had  a 
most  romantic  history,  since  its  beginning,  under 
the  leadership  of  Professor  Monnett  in  1888.  The 
day  school  began  with  two  boys,  brothers,  both  of 
whom  found  Christ,  and  one  of  them  is  now  an 
Italian  Presbyterian  Pastor  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
The  School  equipment  of  Grotte  is  wholly  inade¬ 
quate.  Signor  Monnett,  now  retired,  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  Italian  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Cleveland  and  remained  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
He  recently  visited  Cleveland  and  was  given  a 
warm  reception.  The  present  Pastor  is  Reverend 
P.  Griglio,  formerly  Pastor  in  Prali  in  the  Valleys. 

*  *  * 

A  letter  from  Sicily  tells  of  an  incident  which 
is  significant.  The  Honorable  Signor  Vassalo,  a 
former  Senator,  now  a  Fascisti  Deputy,  was  re¬ 
cently  in  Riesi.  He  asked  the  Secretary  of  the 
Fascisti,  “Why  have  you  not  expelled  the  Walden- 
sians  from  Riesi?”  The  reply  was  “It  would  be 
the  most  unpopular  thing  we  could  do  here.  I 
should  wish  that  all  the  Waldensians  would  join 
the  Fascisti.  They  would  be  the  best  elements 
in  it.” 

*  *  * 

A  new  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Hartford  Branch  in  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Goodman,  a  few  days  ago,  told  how  her  growing 
interest  in  the  Waldensians  started.  She  had  been 
asked  to  write  a  paper  for  a  literary  club  of  which 
she  was  a  member.  She  began  by  making  a 
thorough  study  of  the  subject  in  encyclopedias, 
histories  and  pamphlets.  The  result,  naturally, 
was  not  only  a  good  paper,  but  a  new  interest, 
which  is  a  blessing  in  her  already  busy  life.  She 
arranged  a  community  meeting  in  West  Hartford, 
where  the  Waldensian  work  was  presented  by  the 
National  Secretary  on  May  2nd.  Several  new 
members  were  secured  as  a  result. 
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The  long  deferred  effort  to  reorganize  the  Cleve¬ 
land  Branch  has  been  nearly  completed.  It  will 
have  a  somewhat  new  form  of  organization.  The 
active  program  will  be  in  charge  of  representative 
women.  Mrs.  N.  Stanley  Lewis  will  be  the  new 
President  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Davey,  Secretary.  There 
will  be  two  Vice-Presidents,  one  in  charge  of  the 
work  of  securing  and  directing  the  representa¬ 
tives  in  the  local  churches,  and  the  other  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  a  program  of  activities.  The  Executive 
Secretary  will  be  related  to  publicity  and  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Treasurer.  The  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Davey,  has  had  much  experience  in  connection 
with  the  Italian  work  of  the  Church  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant. 

There  is  being  formed  an  Advisory  Council  of 
men  to  cooperate  as  needed  in  the  general  city¬ 
wide  program,  which  the  woman’s  organization 
will  outline.  It  will  be  composed  of  both  ministers 
and  laymen.  The  following  have  already  accepted 
appointment  on  the  Council.  The  Right  Reverend 
Warren  L.  Rogers,  D.  D.,  Bishop  Coadjutor  of 
the  Diocese  of  Ohio;  Reverend  Charles  IT.  Myers, 
D.  D.,  Pastor  of  Plymouth  Congregational  Church; 
Reverend  Joel  Hayden,  Pastor  of  Fairmount 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  W.  B.  Davis,  A.  J. 
Gaehr,  John  G.  Jennings,  in  the  laymen’s  group. 
Several  other  names  will  be  added  to  this  Council. 
Bishop  Rogers  was  active  in  Student  Work  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  before  becoming  rector  in  Detroit. 
He  became  interested  in  the  Waldensian  cause  by 
contact  with  the  Detroit  Branch,  before  his  recent 
election  to  his  present  position  of  great  responsi¬ 
bility.  It  may  well  be  assumed  that  a  city  so 
prosperous,  cosmopolitan  and  generous  as  Cleve¬ 
land,  will  ere  long  take  its  proper  place  in  co¬ 
operating  with  the  work  of  the  Waldensians  in 
Italy,  whence  so  many  thousands  of  its  citizens 
have  come. 
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In  the  Altoona  Tribune  of  March  12th,  appeared 
an  article,  from  the  pen  of  Col.  H.  W.  Shoemaker, 
entitled,  “Friendship  for  Italy.”  While  primarily 
a  plea  for  the  approval  of  the  proposed  settlement 
of  Italy’s  debt,  it  contains  facts  regarding  the 
relation  of  early  Waldensians  to  our  colonial  and 
post-revolutionary  history.  Many  of  the  leaders 
in  public  affairs  in  Pennsylvania  are  of  Walden- 
sian  stock.  The  article  gives  an  extended  list  of 
names  of  families  with  their  original  Waldensian 
form.  The  following  will  illustrate:  Arnot 
(Arnaud),  Cassatt  (Casati),  Bartol  (Bartolo), 
Tiepel  (Tiepelo),  Revell  (Revel),  Richey  (Ricci), 
Perry  (Perri),  Lombard,  Gay,  Peck  (Pecchi). 
Some  are  of  the  exiles,  who  fled  to  the  north  of 
Ireland.  One  such  family,  Quiglia,  appear  in  the 
modern  name  of  Quigley.  Col.  Shoemaker  will 
spend  some  time  in  Italy  the  coming  summer. 
He  has  recently  been  elected  Vice-President  of 

the  Harrisburg  Branch  of  this  Society. 

*  *  * 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Cortland  Branch 
was  held  May  7th.  The  several  churches  united, 
and  a  large  audience  heard  the  address  and  saw 
the  pictures.  The  old  officers  were  reelected,  and 
this  new  Branch  started  into  its  second  year  with 
bright  prospects.  Cortland  was  the  scene  of  the 
early  successes  of  Dr.  John  Timothy  Stone  of 

Chicago,  one  of  our  Board  of  Directors. 

*  *  * 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Boston  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Branches  are  creditable  pieces  of  printing. 
The  former  has  several  choice  pictures.  Such 
helps  toward  the  cultivation  of  interest  are  com¬ 
mendable. 

*  *  * 

New  buildings  are  greatly  needed  by  the  newly 
organized  Churches  in  Fiume  and  Abazzia,  and  the 
older  church  in  Siracusa,  Sicily.  All  of  these  im¬ 
portant  centers  are  using  rented  quarters  for  their 
growing  work. 
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The  new  outline  map  printed  on  the  cover  will 
help  one  to  visualize  the  wide  extent  of  the  work 
of  the  Waldensians.  There  are  several  of  the 
black  dots  which  might  be  expanded  into  fully 
organized  churches,  instead  of  outstations,  if  the 
funds  were  provided.  Who  will  help  to  put  a 
circle  around  one  of  these  dots,  indicating  a  new 
church  organization? 

*  *  * 

The  Boston  Branch  had  a  special  lecture  on  Italy, 
late  in  April,  given  by  Professor  Bruno  Roselli 
of  Vassar  College,  at  the  Women’s  Republican 
Club.  It  produced  $460.00  and  will  help  Boston 
meet  its  additional  gift  of  $1,000.  towards  the 
repairs  and  improvements  on  the  Riesi,  Sicily, 
Building. 

*  #  * 

Our  good  friend,  Reverend  Guido  Comba,  pastor 
at  Pomaretto,  who  was  in  America  in  the  Spring 
of  1925,  has  sent  a  fine  new  photograph  of  the 
church.  It  is  being  used  in  Mr.  Goodman’s  illus¬ 
trated  lectures. 

*  *  * 

The  weekly  paper  “L’Era  Nuova”  of  New  York, 
has  recently  published  in  full,  the  tribute  of 
Edmondo  De  Amicis  to  the  Waldensians.  This 
tribute  has  been  widely  used  as  a  folder.  Copies 
for  distribution,  containing  a  portrait  of  De 
Amicis,  can  be  had  by  writing  to  the  New  York 
office. 

*  *  * 

The  Field  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Schauffler  of  Chicago,  sails  July  tenth  for  Italy. 
She  has  been  given  a  year’s  leave  of  absence  to 
continue  her  study  of  Italian.  Her  many  Ameri¬ 
can  friends  will  follow  her  with  keen  interest  and 
welcome  her  return,  with  increased  knowledge  of 
conditions  in  Italy.  Steps  are  being  taken  by  the 
Board  to  take  care  of  the  work  in  the  Western 
Field  during  her  absence. 
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A  statement  recently  made  by  authorized  lips 
in  Italy  and  which  we  can  vouch  for,  was,  “I  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  Waldensian  propaganda,  because  I 
know  it  is  patriotic,  a  true  Italian  propaganda.” 
The  letter  which  conveys  this  remark,  adds,  “We 
are  not  easily  given  to  day  dreams.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  we  believe  that  some,  at  least,  of  the 
worst  fears,  that  have  been  entertained  in  Evan¬ 
gelical  circles,  are  indeed  groundless.” 

*  #  * 

Another  incident .  “We  had  an  unexpected 

visit,  yesterday,  from  M .  one  of  our 

Divinity  students,  who  is  serving  his  term  of  mili¬ 
tary  service  in  a  Sanitary  Corps  at  Sassari.  He 
told  us  that  when  he  appeared  for  the  first  time 
before  his  Captain,  he  was  asked  what  he  had 
been  doing  before  entering  the  service.  ‘I  was  a 
student  of  theology,’  he  replied. 

“  ‘What,’  cried  the  Captain,  ‘were  you  a  semi¬ 
narist?’  When  he  received  a  negative  answer,  he 
said,  ‘Then  were  you  an  Evangelical?’ 

“‘Yes,  a  Waldensian.’ 

“  ‘Oh,  well,  that  is  all  right.’ 

“Since  that  day  young  M .  has  found  a 

good  friend  in  his  Captain,  and  was  given  much 
freedom  and  a  very  responsible  task.” 

The  Waldensian  soldiers  seem  everywhere  to  get 
a  good  name,  and  often  warm  praises  from  their 
superior  officers. 

*  *  * 

A  new  friend  of  the  Waldensians,  a  busy 
woman  in  Cleveland,  saw  the  item  in  the  March 
News  Letter,  regarding  the  need  of  a  stereopticon 
at  Headquarters.  She  sent  a  check  for  $10  to¬ 
ward  the  price.  She  then,  with  appreciation  of 
the  blessing  which  had  come  into  her  life  during 
recent  months,  since  she  became  familiar  with  the 
Waldensian  work  added,  “There  must  be  scores 
of  women  in  this  city,  like  me,  who  would  be  glad 
to  give  if  they  knew  the  facts.”  Then  she  sent 
another  check  for  $100.  for  a  Life  Membership. 

6 


A  new  edition,  the  third,  of  the  folder,  “Friends 
of  Italy  in  a  Fellowship  of  Intercession”  has  been 
printed.  It  contains  topics  for  prayer  for  various 
phases  of  the  Waldensian  work.  Many  have  found 
it  helpful  in  private  devotions. 

*  #  * 

With  the  addition  of  new  pictures,  Mr.  Goodman 
is  expanding  his  illustrated  lectures.  He  has  re¬ 
cently  given  “A  Day  in  the  Waldensian  Valleys” 
in  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  in  Montclair, 
and  the  Park  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in  New 
York. 

*  *  * 

The  item  in  the  March  News  Letter  regarding 

a  stereopticon  brought  sufficient  responses  to  war¬ 
rant  purchasing  a  good  machine.  Additional  gifts 
towards  the  price  and  towards  the  making  of  new 
slides  will  be  welcomed. 

*  *  * 

The  Hartford  Branch  arranged  a  series  of 

meetings  in  connection  with  the  Annual  Meeting, 
April  30th.  Financially  the  last  was  Hartford’s 
best  year,  since  the  war.  A  new  feature  was  a 
union  meeting  with  representatives  of  all  the 
Italian  Churches,  addressed  with  pictures,  by 
Reverend  Philip  M.  Rose,  Secretary  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Branch.  The  attendance  was  large  and  an 
offering  of  $19.00  was  taken  towards  the  Italian 
Branch’s  part  in  the  work  of  the  Society  in  Italy. 

*  *  # 

The  “Voice  from  Italy”  continues  to  have  signi¬ 
ficant  interpretations  of  religious  conditions  in 
Italy.  This  is  the  little  quarterly  published  in 
Edinburgh  but  edited  in  Rome.  The  headquarters 
office  in  New  York  will  gladly  forward  subscrip¬ 
tions,  twenty-five  cents  a  year. 

*  *  * 
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The  greatly  longed  for  first  step  towards  its 
own  home  for  the  Orsara  Church,  in  the  Apen¬ 
nines,  was  recently  taken  by  the  Tavola.  It  bought 
for  $5,000  at  an  auction  sale,  an  old  baronial 
palace,  near  the  former  convent,  in  which  the 
Waldensian  manse  has  been  located.  The  location 
is  ideal.  For  $5,000  more  the  building  can  be  put 
into  excellent  condition  for  the  services  of  wor¬ 
ship,  school  and  manse.  Where  is  the  good  friend 
who  will  make  this  possible,  and  give  permanence 
to  the  remarkable  work  which  has  been  done  in  old 
Orsara  di  Puglia  for  twenty-five  years? 

*  *  * 

The  rented  lot  on  which  the  Church  of  Messina, 
placed  its  temporary  building,  after  the  earth¬ 
quake  of  1908,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Tavola. 
The  present  building  is  inadequate  in  every  way. 
The  new  pastor  is  Emilio  Corsani,  for  several 
years  in  the  second  church  in  Milan. 

*  *  * 

The  April  remittance  of  the  Society  to  Italy 
was  $2,000  more  than  for  April  1925.  The  in¬ 
crease  is  gratifying.  It  will  help  to  relieve  the 
heavy  new  burdens  which  the  Tavola  has  been 
compelled  to  assume  in  the  new  building  at 
Palermo,  now  under  construction.  The  work  was 
in  danger  of  irreparable  loss  if  the  delay  of  fifteen 
years  in  building  on  the  new  site  was  further  pro¬ 
longed.  The  new  building,  containing  auditorum, 
manse  and  school  rooms,  will  cost  $50,000.  It  is 
centrally  located  on  the  beautiful  Via  Roma,  near 
the  Garibaldi  Memorial  building.  It  will  be  dedi¬ 
cated  during  Holy  Week,  1927. 

#  #  * 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  New  York  City  Branch,  it  was  decided  to 
undertake  special  responsibilities  for  the  work  in 
Palermo.  The  special  features  for  which  money 
will  be  given  will  be  determined  later. 
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AID  SOCIETY 


U%e<ws  Letter 

THE  General  Secretary  was  appointed  by  the 
Tavola  to  represent  the  Waldensian  Church 
at  the  last  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  at  Baltimore. 
He  was  given  many  courtesies  by  the  officers  of  the 
Assembly,  and  his  message  was  well  received  by 
the  nearly  1,000  commissioners.  His  remarks  were 
followed  by  a  brief  word  of  commendation  of 
the  Waldensians  from  the  retiring  Moderator, 
Prof.  Charles  R.  Erdman,  D.D.,  of  Princeton,  who 
offered  a  resolution  that  a  special  message  of 
fraternal  greeting  be  sent  to  the  Tavola  in  Rome, 
from  the  General  Assembly.  The  following  was 
sent  by  cable: 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.  S.  A.  extends  fraternal  greetings  to  the  Wal¬ 
densian  Church  in  Italy.  It  rejoices  in  the  evidences 
of  the  Lord’s  blessing  on  its  work  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Evangelism,  especially  in  the  mission  fields  of 
Apulia  and  Sicily.  May  this  historic  evangelical  minor¬ 
ity  be  greatly  used  in  promoting  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  New  Italy. 

William  O.  Thompson,  Moderator. 
Lewis  S.  Mudge,  Stated  Clerk. 

*  *  * 

Reverend  John  Tron,  connected  with  the  Third 
Avenue  Branch  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  New  York,  has  responded  several  times  to 
requests  for  addresses  on  the  Waldenses.  In  June 
he  spoke  to  a  well-attended  meeting  at  the  Park 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Paterson,  N.  J.  They 
wanted  further  information,  and,  as  is  our  cus¬ 
tom,  literature  was  furnished.  Mr.  Tron  has  re¬ 
cently  been  installed  as  Professor  of  Italian  Lan¬ 
guage  and  Literature,  at  the  Bloomfield  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary. 


The  General  Secretary  spoke  to  a  large  audi¬ 
ence  of  men  at  the  West  Side  Branch  of  the 
New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  June  on  “The  Story 
of  the  Waldensians.”  The  interest  was  keen,  and 
the  supply  of  literature  at  hand  was  hardly  equal 
to  the  demand. 

*  #  * 

The  Wellesley  College  Service  Fund  recently 
sent,  through  the  Treasurer  of  the  Boston  Branch, 
$100.00  for  a  Life  Membership  in  The  American 
Waldens i an  Aid  Society.  This  is  the  second  cor¬ 
porate  membership  since  the  Society  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  1906,  the  Browning  Society  of  New  York 
being  the  first,  less  than  a  month  before. 

*  *  * 

Among  the  interesting  items  in  the  recent  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Italian  branch  of  the  British  and  For¬ 
eign  Bible  Society  is  the  following: 

“In  the  Year  Book  of  The  Young  Fascisti,  we  read  as 
follows:  ‘I  urge  you,  dear  youths,  to  read  the  lives  of 
great  men.  Do  not  forget  that  at  the  head  of  biogra¬ 
phies  stands  the  great  biography,  the  Book  of  books,  the 
Bible.  This  is  the  most  sacred  and  most  powerful  of 
books,  the  educator  of  youth,  the  guide  of  grown  men, 
the  consoler  of  old  age;  it  contains  the  biographies  of 
mighty  heroes,  patriarchs,  kings  and  judges.  Only  in 
the  Bible  will  you  find  a  treasury  of  sweetness,  gentle¬ 
ness,  purity,  penitence,  goodness,  heroism  and  justice 
which  is  beyond  price,  never  clouded  by  a  doubt  nor 
profaned  by  a  controversy.’  ” 

#  #  * 

Pastor  Fasulo  of  Catania,  Sicily,  has  recently 
paid  a  visit  to  Piazza  Amerina,  a  city  of  40,000, 
about  fifty  miles  inland.  It  has  a  Normal  School 
and  High  School,  and  draws  students  from  the 
entire  province.  The  Voice  from  Italy  prints  ex¬ 
tracts  from  a  letter  of  Signor  Fasulo.  We  quote 
from  his  letter: 

“By  means  of  a  family,  who  moved  here  from  Riesi, 
where  they  were  zealous  members  of  our  church,  an 
evangelical  movement  of  great  promise  has  begun. 
About  two  months  ago,  two  men  came  to  see  me,  to 
inquire  about  the  Evangelical  church,  to  procure  gospels 
and  hymn  books,  and  to  invite  me  to  come  and  hold 
a  few  services.  They  assured  me  I  would  find  seven 
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men  with  a  profound  experience  of  conversion,  together 
with  entire  famiiies.  I  went  there  in  January.  At  one 
station,  two  hours  distant  from  town,  two  men  met  me, 
and  others  joined  at  other  stations,  while  the  whole 
group  met  me  at  my  destination,  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
rain.  Surrounding  me  with  these  affectionate  atten¬ 
tions,  my  new  friends  led  me  to  the  house  of  Signor  G., 
where  the  services  were  to  be  held.  The  large  room 
was  crammed  with  men,  women  and  children.  They 
had  already  learned  many  of  our  hymns,  and  sang 
them  heartily.  We  had  a  truly  spiritual  service.  I 
learned  of  many  moving  experiences,  and  the  young 
people  had  many  questions  to  ask,  which  showed 
that  they  had  thought  much  about  the  things  belonging 
to  their  peace.  All  were  enthusiastic  for  the  evangelical 
faith  and  anxious  to  make  it  known  to  their  neighbors. 

“Their  desire  is  to  open  a  hall  for  worship,  and  they 
are  ready  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses,  including 
that  for  a  harmonium.  They  desire  above  all  a  pastor, 
or  at  least  one  who  might  visit  them  at  regular  inter¬ 
vals.  I  left  them,  thanking  God  for  stirring  up  in  our 
beautiful  island  this  movement  of  pure  evangelical 
faith.” 

*  *  * 

The  July  number  of  The  Voice  from  Italy  has 
some  illuminating  comments  on  the  general  situa¬ 
tion  in  Italy.  The  leading  article  has  several  quo¬ 
tations  from  Premier  Mussolini’s  speeches.  The 
following  is  from  his  address  at  the  great  celebra¬ 
tion  maritime  at  Genoa  last  May: 

“The  struggle  between  the  nations  becomes  ever 
fiercer,  despite  a  certain  hypocritical  and  unwarlike 
pacifism.  Each  people  is  raising  its  selfish  barriers, 
in  which  no  gaps  are  left  for  the  betrayed  international 
brotherhood.  We  must,  therefore,  face  this  struggle, 
which  is  so  far  only  economic.  We  must  unite  our 
efforts  in  one  iron  chain  of  will  as  we  engage  in  the 
daily  conflict. 

“Above  all  our  courage  must  not  fail  in  the  days  of 
storm,  for  your  adventurous  story  reminds  me  that 
there  is  nothing  heroic  in  navigating  an  ever-placid  sea. 
And  in  the  government  of  Nations  there  are  also  days 
of  storm,  days  when  it  is  hard  to  take  one’s  bearings; 
but  I  ask  you  to  remember  that  the  pilot,  he  who 
addresses  you,  has  never  a  doubt,  never  trembles,  has 
confidence  in  his  own  resources ,  and,  above  all,  in  the 
inexhaustible  resources  of  the  Nation .” 

The  lines  italicized  surely  furnish  evidence  of 
the  masterful  mind  of  the  Premier.  Whither  is  he 
leading  Italy?  How  much  do  Italy’s  great  men 
feel  the  need  of  the  guiding  hand  of  the  Lord,  of 
Lords  ? 

*  *  * 
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The  Voice  from  Italy  for  July  has  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  and  informing  account  of  the  recent  cen¬ 
tenary  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  Church 
at  Viollins,  in  the  Val  Freissiniere,  in  Southeast¬ 
ern  France,  where  Felix  Neff  did  his  remarkable 
work  between  1823  and  1825.  From  that  point 
he  made  visits  over  the  border  into  the  Walden- 
sian  Valleys.  His  powerful  evangelistic  appeals 
had  much  to  do  with  the  revival  of  faith  in  the 
poor  peasants  of  the  Valleys  following  the  Napo¬ 
leonic  wars.  In  fact  the  modern  history  of  the 
Waldenses  may  be  said  to  have  had  its  beginning 
at  this  time. 

Felix  Neff  was  a  brilliant  officer  in  the  French 
army.  He  was  born  in  Geneva.  He  resigned  his 
commission  in  1818  and  became  a  lay  evangelist. 
A  visit  to  the  terribly  neglected  people  of  the 
valleys  in  Dauphine,  who  had  had  no  evangelical 
preachers  for  a  century,  led  him  to  devote  his 
short  life  to  work  among  them.  He  established 
schools,  preaching  stations,  and  taught  modern 
methods  of  farming.  He  broke  down  from  his 
arduous  tasks  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one. 

Professor  David  Jahier,  President  of  the  Wal- 
densian  Historical  Society,  represented  the  Wal- 
densian  Church  at  the  Celebration.  He  brought 
the  greetings  of  the  grateful  Waldensians,  who 
appreciate  the  great  friends  God  raised  up  in  the 
early  days  of  the  nineteenth  century,  such  as 
Felix  Neff,  Canon  Gilly  and  General  Beckwith. 

*  *  * 

The  picture  on  the  front  page  of  the  cover  is 
of  the  little  Waldensian  Church  at  Aosta,  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  Italy,  near  the  Swiss  border. 
The  monument  was  erected  many  years  ago  to 
commemorate  the  expulsion  of  Calvin  and  the 
Swiss  Reformation  from  Italy.  Like  every  Wal¬ 
densian  Church,  it  has  a  scripture  quotation, 
which  translated  is,  “We  Preach  Christ  Crucified.” 

•  *  # 
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By  the  will  of  the  late  Miss  S.  E.  Huntington, 
a  long-time  member  of  the  Boston  Branch,  the 
sum  of  $500.00  was  left  for  the  Day  School  of 
the  Waldensian  Church  at  Riesi,  Sicily.  The  Bos¬ 
ton  Branch  is  raising  a  special  fund  of  $1,000.00 
for  repairing  the  church  and  school  buildings. 


As  many  of  our  readers  know,  there  are  several 
Waldensians  employed  as  helpers  of  the  royal 
family  of  Italy.  From  a  letter  of  Signor  Buffa, 
Waldensian  pastor  of  Pisa,  we  gather  two  items 
of  interest  in  this  connection.  During  the  five 
weeks’  residence  of  the  royal  family  at  San  Ros- 
sore,  Miss  Selli,  formerly  of  Torre  Pellice,  one  of 
the  staff,  attended  the  Waldensian  Church  at  Pisa 
as  she  was  accustomed  to  do  when  in  Rome. 
When  she  spoke  of  it  to  the  King  he  expressed 
surprise  that  there  was  a  Waldensian  Church 
there.  The  daughter  of  the  pastor  at  Pisa  has 
written  two  books  for  children.  Both  have  been 
read  by  Princess  Mary  with  her  mother’s  consent. 
The  latest,  “For  the  Mind  and  Heart,”  has  many 
pages  from  the  gospels. 

*  *  * 
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In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Work  on  the  Continent,  presented  to  the  last  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  the  United  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  we  find  the  following  from  a  letter  of 
the  pastor  of  the  Waldensian  Church  at  Como: 

“Among  those  admitted  to  Church  fellowship  last 
. .  °  Professor  of  Natural  Science.  While  still 


*  *  * 

The  trials  which  the  Catholic  Church  is  suffer¬ 
ing  in  Mexico  are  paralleled  by  difficulties  and 
hopes  deferred  in  several  of  the  countries  on  the 
Continent.  The  Voice  from  Italy  calls  attention 
to  a  remarkably  frank  disclosure  of  the  mind  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Jesuits  in  Italy  in  a  recent  arti¬ 
cle  in  L’Unita  Cattolica,  their  organ,  in  Florence: 

« 

“It  is  the  express  will  of  the  Pope  that  one  should 
pray  and  labor  much  for  the  return  of  the  peoples  of 
Scandinavia  and  the  Baltic  region  to  Catholicism.  The 
conditions  of  these  countries  is  as  follows: 

“Denmark,  with  a  population  of  3.500,000,  numbers 
22,000  Catholics.  In  Iceland,  which  depends  politically 
on  Denmark,  there  are  only  100  Catholics  out  of  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  100,000.” 

Then  follows  a  detailed  description  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  condition  in  Sweden  and  Norway.  In  the 
former  there  are  only  3,000  Catholics  in  a  popula- 
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tion  of  2,300,000.  In  Norway  4,000  among  6,000,- 
000.  In  these  countries  the  Catholic  faith  “won¬ 
derfully  flourished”  in  former  days.  The  article 
concludes  with  this  fine  tribute  to  the  tolerant 
spirit  of  the  Scandinavian  countries: 

“In  Denmark,  the  Catholics  also  enjoy  the  most  com¬ 
plete  religious  liberty,  and  they  profit  by  this  to  recall, 
through  the  attractive  power  of  our  rites,  their  erring 
brethren  from  the  ways  of  heresy  to  the  never-failing 
light,  which  streams  from  the  Church  of  Rome. 

*  *  * 

At  the  interview  which  the  Moderator  of  the 
Waldensian  Church  had  with  the  King  last  Spring 
his  majesty  referred  with  appreciation  to  the 
homage  paid  by  the  Waldenses  of  the  Argentine 
to  the  Crown  Prince  when  the  latter  was  in  South 
America  last  winter.  The  Minister  of  War  and 
the  Minister  of  Public  Worship  have  also  recently 
spoke  of  their  high  regard  for  the  Waldensian 
Church. 

*  *  * 

In  the  last  number  of  The  News  Letter  refer¬ 
ence  was  made  to1  the  purchase  of  an  old  baronial 
palace  in  Orsara,  in  the  Apennines,  which  it  was 
hoped  could  be  changed  to  house  the  Church, 
Manse  and  School.  The  building  was  bid  in  at 
an  auction  sale.  But  before  the  sale  could  be 
consummated  the  widow  who  controlled  the  prop¬ 
erty  was  notified  that  the  sale  for  such  a  purpose 
would  be  displeasing  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop.  The  property  was  ultimately  bought  by 
the  Bishop  himself.  The  wonderful  little  group  of 
believers  in  Orsara  are  growing,  in  spite  of  the 
lack  of  facilities.  Will  not  our  readers  join  in 
intercession  for  the  evangelist,  Signor  G.  B.  Azza- 
relli,  in  charge,  and  for  the  Tavola  and  members 
of  the  Church,  that  not  only  a  Church  home  may 
be  secured,  but  that  the  remarkable  work  of  the 
past  four  years  may  continue  in  its  evangelistic 
power. 
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Rev.  Minot  Morgan,  D.D.,  President  of  the 
Detroit  Branch,  will  become  Associate  Pastor  of 
the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  New 
York,  October  1st.  He  has  rendered  splendid 

service  to  the  Waldensian  cause  in  Detroit  and 
comes  to  a  church  which  has  for  years  contributed 
loyally  to  the  support  of  the  Waldensians. 

*  *  * 

The  President  of  the  Worcester  Branch  is  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  He  was  so 
pleased  with  cut  of  Peter  Waldo  teaching,  which 
appeared  on  the  cover  of  the  last  issue  of  The 
News  Letter,  that  he  requested  the  use  of  it  for 
his  own  church  paper.  Perhaps  this  may  suggest 
a  way  by  which  church  calendars  may  be  used  to 
widen  interest  in  the  Waldensians.  The  Society 
will  gladly  loan  any  of  its  cuts  for  such  purposes 
after  they  have  appeared  in  its  own  publications. 

*  *  * 

The  many  friends  of  Signor  Guido  Comba,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Church  at  Pomaretto,  will  be  pleased  to 
know  that  arrangements  are  being  made  for  him 
to  spend  several  months  in  America,  as  he  did  in 
1925.  He  will  probably  arrive  in  time  to  give  the 
address  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in 
January,  and  remain  through  May.  The  General 
Secretary  is  in  correspondence  with  the  Branches 
regarding  his  dates.  In  general  the  plan  is  to 
have  him  visit  the  Eastern  Branches  before  March 
15th  and  then  those  in  the  Central  and  Far  West. 

*  *  * 

Some  unknown  friend  in  Boston  sent  to  the 
office  a  five-lire  piece,  without  comment  or  sug¬ 
gestion.  It  came  while  the  General  Secretary  was 
preparing  a  letter  to  Signor  Bonavia,  acting  Pas¬ 
tor  at  Grotte  and  Caltanisetta  in  Sicily.  It  was 
passed  on  to  Signor  Bonavia.  The  latter  tells  of 
his  satisfaction  at  the  wonderful  beginning  of  the 
new  enterprise  at  Piazza  Amerina,  of  which  we 
speak  elsewhere. 
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The  new  stereopticon,  purchased  in  June,  will 
be  available  for  lectures  by  the  General  Secretary 
within  short  distances  of  Headquarters.  Many 
new  and  attractive  colored  slides  have  been  added 
to  the  collection,  from  which  Mr.  Goodman  draws 
for  the  following  lectures:  (1)  The  New  Italy 
and  the  Waldensians;  (2)  A  Day  in  the  Walden- 
sian  Valleys;  (3)  The  Waldensian  Mission  Fields 
in  Apulia  and  Sicily;  (4)  Rome,  the  Eternal  City, 
and  the  Waldensians. 

*  *  * 

The  latest  word  from  Sicily  tells  the  good  news 
o  Vine  been  formed  at  Piazza  Amerina, 


1925,  the  acting  pastor,  Sig.  T.  R.  Castiglione, 
was  away.  The  church  has  41  members.  The 
work  is  carried  on  in  a  rented  room,  opened  in 
February,  1924.  The  work  had  been  suspended 
for  some  time  on  account  of  war  conditions. 
While  the  room,  a  ground-floor  shop,  has  no  win¬ 
dows  and  no  daylight,  except  the  little  that  pene¬ 
trates  the  glass  in  the  doors,  the  interior  has  been 
made  cheerful  by  simple  coloring  and  a  few  pic- 
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tures.  A  revival  of  special  interest  had  marked 
the  work  of  the  preceding  winter,  and  the  indica¬ 
tions  pointed  to  a  forward  movement.  The  lec¬ 
tures  of  the  young  student  pastor  attract  many 
listeners,  including  not  a  few  from  the  intellec¬ 
tuals.  The  American  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  a  small  group  of  adherents,  for  which  they 
have  recently  completed  a  fine  combination  church, 
school  and  commercial  building  on  the  central 
piazza.  With  a  church  home  and  continued  aggres¬ 
sive  leadership  the  Waldensian  Christians  in  the 
Bari  church  will  have  a  wide  influence  throughout 
Apulia. 


We  are  steadily  adding  new  names  to  “The 
Friends  of  Italy  in  a  Fellowship  of  Intercession.” 
A  copy  of  the  prayer  topics  was  enclosed  in  a 
letter  to  an  unknown  contributor,  a  patient  in  the 
Sanitarium  at  Clifton  Springs,  New  York.  She 
writes,  “I  thank  you  for  the  enclosed  ‘Friends  of 
Italy’  and  will  be  only  too  happy  to  have  you 
enrol  my  name  in  your  list  of  ‘Friends  of  Italy,’ 
for  I  am  indeed  a  friend  and  love  the  Italians, 
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having  spent  five  winters  in  Italy,  and  have  at¬ 
tended  the  Waldensian  Church  in  Florence. 

“I  am  not  exactly  a  shut-in,  but  cannot  stand 
or  walk,  owing  to  arthritis  in  my  knees.  I  am  con¬ 
fined  to  my  bed  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  I 
cannot  do  my  own  writing.  Every  afternoon  my 
nurse  takes  me  out  in  a  rolling  chair  for  an  hour 
or  two  in  the  open  air,  and  I  always  come  back 
refreshed.  Again  I  thank  you.” 

Why  do  such  sufferers  so  readily  enter  into  the 
joy  of  intercession?  Why  do  many  of  us  who  are 
well  know  so  little  about  this  phase  of  partnership 
with  our  Lord  and  Advocate? 

*  *  * 

The  Society  was  represented  at  the  Biennial 
Conference  on  Italian  Evangelization,  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  National  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  at 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Asbury  Park, 
N.  J.,  September  14th  to  16th.  There  were  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  ministers,  teachers,  pastors, 
helpers,  and  official  leaders  of  the  Board,  Synods 
and  Presbyteries,  in  which  work  is  being  carried 
on  by  the  Presbyterian  Church.  It  was  a  con¬ 
ference  of  great  significance,  in  the  light  of 
present  conditions,  in  Italy  and  America. 

The  spirit  was  delightful  The  discussions  of 
the  topics  were  participated  in  freely  and  frankly. 
The  opening  session  was  given  to  a  presentation 
of  the  results  of  a  thorough  study  made  by  Miss 
Therese  Voorhis  of  the  work  among  Italians,  as 
carried  on,  at  fifty  centers  in  Greater  New  York, 
by  the  Baptist,  Reformed,  Episcopalian,  Metho¬ 
dist,  Moravian  and  Presbyterian  Churches,  and 
by  the  New  York  City  Mission,  on  the  basis  of 
a  previous  study,  made  in  1912,  by  Reverend 
Howard  V.  Yergin.  While  Miss  Voorhis  dealt 
with  facts  of  growth,  change,  modification  of 
methods,  difficulties  and  encouragements  in  the 
great  metropolis,  the  principles  disclosed  had  a 
wider  application  than  to  the;  work  in  great  cities. 
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Among  the  leaders  present  who  participated  in 
the  program  were  Professor  Charles  R.  Erdman, 
D.D.,  former  Moderator,  Dr.  John  McDowell,  Dr. 
W,  P.  Scriver,  Dr.  W.  P.  Fulton,  Rev.  Arnoldo 
Stasio,  Rev.  Vincent  Serafini,  Miss  Blanch  Nicola, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Eells,  Rev.  Joseph  Brunn, 
Rev.  Peter  Di  Nardo,  Rev.  A.  E.  Santini,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Vavola,  Prof.  A.  Pirazzini,  Rev.  How¬ 
ard  V.  Yergin,  and  Rev.  Giovanni  Tron.  The 
latter,  a  Waldensian  by  birth,  was  made  Vice 
President  of  the  Conference,  and  presided  several 
times  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  Rev.  Theo¬ 
dore  F.  Savage,  of  New  York,  who  was  called 
away  by  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Savage. 

The  Conference  has  special  significance  to  the 
American  Waldensian  Aid  Society,  in  the  courte¬ 
sies  showed  to  its  representatives  and  the  place 
given  to  the  Waldensian  cause,  in  the  program  and 
in  the  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Findings  and 
on  Resolutions.  It  was  found  that  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  Waldenses  present,  wives  of  pastors,  workers 
and  visitors.  The  section  of  the  report  of  The 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  on  the  Waldensians,  is 
as  follows: 


The  Biennial  Presbyterian  Conference  on  Italian  Evan¬ 
gelization  wishes  to  go  on  record  in  behalf  of  the  much 
loved  Waldensian  Church  for  the  testimony  given  to  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  beloved  country  of  our 
birth,  and  for  the  principle  of  Liberty  and  Freedom 
always  kept  through  persecution  and  death,  as  a  shin¬ 
ing  light  in  the  darkness  both  religious  and  civic  in 
Italy  and  abroad. 

It  pledges  its  hearty  co-operation  and  help  in  her 
great  task  with  renewed  faith  in  the  saving  power  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  lead  the  Italian  people 
in  the  blessed  knowledge  of  salvation. 

We  further  express  our  appreciation  of  the  work 
being  done  by  the  American  Waldensian  Aid  Society  in 
behalf  of  the  Waldensian  Church  in  Italy,  the  only  such 
agency  in  America  seeking  to  increase  interest  and 
support. 
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THE  AMERICAN  WALDEN SIAN 
AID  SOCIETY 


THE  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  will  be  held  in  St.  Nicholas  Collegiate 
Reformed  Church,  corner  of  Forty-eighth 
Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  at 
3:30  Tuesday  afternoon,  January  eighteenth. 


*  *  * 


The  many  friends  of  Signor  Guido  Comba, 
Pastor  of  the  Waldensian  Church  at  Pomaretto, 
Italy,  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  he  is  to  make 
a  second  visit  to  America.  He  is  expected  about 
January  tenth,  in  time  to  make  an  address  at 
the  annual  meeting,  January  eighteenth.  In  com¬ 
pany  with  the  General  Secretary,  he  will  visit 
most  of  the  Branches,  between  January  twentieth 
and  June  first.  Fuller  details  will  be  given  in 
a  special  folder.  He  has  recently  visited  the 
Waldensian  Churches  and  mission  stations,  in 
Apulia  and  Central  Italy.  He  will  bring  fresh 
information  regarding  the  present  situation  of 
evangelical  work  in  Italy. 


#  *  # 


We  are  steadily  expanding  our  Mailing  List  for 
free  literature.  Friends  may  help  the  Waldensian 
cause  by  sending  us  names  and  addresses  of  those 
who  may  become  interested  through  information 
sent  from  time  to  time.  We  have  many  evidences 
of  such  interest.  It  expresses  itself  in  letters, 
gifts  and  promised  intercession. 


At  our  request  the  Moderator  of  The  Walden- 
sian  Church  has  sent  a  special  New  Year’s 
Message. 

THE  MODERATOR’S  MESSAGE 

To  the  dear  Friends— old  and  new— of  the  Wal- 
densian  Church  throughout  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Dear  Friends : 

At  the  end  of  a  year,  in  which  we  have  greatly 
felt  the  benefit  of  your  Christian  sympathy  and 
of  your  precious  support,  and  on  the  threshold 
of  a  new  one,  in  which  we  will  confidently  rely 
on  your  loving  and  constant  interest,  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  me  to  give  hearty  expression — in  the 
name  of  our  Administrative  Body,  the  eeTavola 
Valdese,”  and  in  the  name  of  our  whole  Church 

to  the  deep  gratitude  with  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived,  hitherto,  so  many  practical  tokens  of  your 
brotherly  love. 

Kindly  requested  by  the  American  Waldensian 
Aid  Society,  to  send  you  as  our  Deputy,  during 
the  first  months  of  1927,  the  Rev.  Guido  Comba, 
favorably  known  already  by  many  of  you,  we  did 
not  hesitate  to  ask  his  Church  (0/  Pomaretto ) 
to  consent,  for  the  second  time  within  three  years, 
to  ivhat  represents  for  her  a  rather  heavy  sacrifice, 
i.e.,  to  let  him  free  to  fulfil  among  you  what  we 
consider  a  most  important  mission  for  the  cause 
of  the  Lord  in  our  land. 

Signor  Comba  will  inform  you  concerning  our 
increasing  difficulties  and  our  pressing  needs,  but 
he  will  gladly  let  you  know,  at  the  same  time, 
the  precious  blessings  God  has  been  pleased  to 
bestow  on  our  earnest  efforts  for  the  expansion 
and  the  strengthening  of  ITis  Kingdom  among  our 
countrymen. 

We  feel  sure,  that  this  second  visit  of  our  dear 
friend  to  your  Churches  and  to  yourselves,  will 
greatly  increase  the  good-will  of  Americans 
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toward#  the  Waldensian  Church. 

With  our  hearts  full  of  such  joyful  confidence, 
we  renew  to  you  allf  dear  Friends,  the  sincere 
expression  of  our  deep  gratitude  and  of  our 
most  cordial  greetings,  praying  instantly  our 
Heavenly  Father  to  bless  your  noble  Churches  and 
every  one  of  you  personally. 

“The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
you.” 

For  the  Tavola  Valdese, 

B.  Leger,  Moderator. 
Rome,  November  24,  1926. 

#  *  * 

“Cooperating  Members.”  By  action  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Society,  as  one  of  the 
ways  of  completing  the  Administration  Fund,  it 
is  proposed  to  enroll  as  a  Cooperating  Member 
of  the  National  Society,  any  one  who  is  willing 
to  share  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Society, 
expenses  of  rent,  publication,  postage,  travelling, 
office  and  salaries,  etc.,  by  contributing  $5.00  or 
more  for  this  purpose.  The  budget  of  the  Society 
is  only  $11,000.  This  small  cost  is  due  to  two 
facts,  economy  and  a  large  amount  of  voluntary 
service.  It  is  the  constant  purpose  of  the  Board  to 
keep  the  cost  of  administration  at  a  low  point 
until  the  remittances  to  Italy  are  increased  at 
least  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  light  of  the  present 
needs  of  the  mission  fields  in  Italy.  It  is  pleasure 
to  report  that  the  Administration  Fund  for  1926 
has  reached  within  less  than  $2,500  of  the  total 
overhead  expenses.  We  have  hopes  of  securing 
five  hundred  Cooperating  Members  during  1927. 
We  start  the  year  with  forty  of  these  good  friends 
who  are  partners  in  the  work  of  the  National 
Society. 

#  *  * 

In  a  former  issue  reference  was  made  to  the 
story  of  the  little  Waldensian  congregation  at 
Tramonti  di  Sopra.  A  further  suggestive  word 
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has  reached  us.  There  is  a  group  of  Italians  in 
College  Point,  Greater  New  York,  who  came  from 
this  little  town.  For  several  months  some  of  them 
have  been  attending  the  Italian  services  at  the 
Broome  Street  Tabernacle  in  New  York.  This 
has  meant  from  one  to  two  hours  travel.  Four  of 
them  will  unite  with  the  church  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  January.  They  have  purchased  and  distributed 
in  their  neighborhood,  more  than  fifty  New 

Testaments,  and  seventeen  Bibles. 

*  *  # 

One  of  the  great  events,  connected  with  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Torre  Pellice,  was 
the  unveiling  of  the  beautiful  memorial  to  Henri 
Arnaud,  the  leader  of  the  “Glorious  Return”  in 
1689.  The  exercises  took  place  on  September  fifth, 
in  the  presence  of  about  4,000  of  the  people  of 
the  Valleys  and  honored  guests.  The  Colonel  of 
one  of  the  regiments  of  Alpini,  at  the  army  post 
at  Turin,  sent  a  company  of  soldiers,  as  an 
expression  of  interest  in  the  unique  event.  The 
principal  address  was  given  by  Senator  Doctor 
Davide  Giordano,  former  Mayor  of  Venice,  a 
friend  of  Premier  Mussolini,  and  a  member  of  the 
Waldensian  Church  in  Venice.  He  gave  a  graphic, 
historic  sketch  of  the  events  preceding  and  fol¬ 
lowing  “the  return.”  A  full  report  of  the  address, 
in  Italian,  is  at  hand.  A  free  translation  of  the 
closing  words  is  as  follows : 

In  1889  the  Good  King  gave  personal  endorsement 
to  the  erection  of  the  nearby  Casa  Valdese  (memorial 
building)  at  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
return  of  the  Waldenses  to  their  native  land,  out  of 
love,  even  unto  great  sacrifice.  .  .  .  Benito  Mussolini, 
the  great  Minister  of  our  victorious  King,  told  me 
recently,  that  he  knew  that  the  Waldenses  were  Italians 
in  race  and  in  heart,  and  that  he  had  great  admiration 
for  their  history,  on  account  of  their  tenacity,  and 
their  sacrifices  in  behalf  of  their  spiritual  ideals. 

The  monument  stands  near  the  memorial  build¬ 
ing,  where  the  annual  meetings  are  held,  and 
where  the  historical  library  and  museum  are 
located.  The  picture  appears  on  the  cover  of 
this  letter. 
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The  Montclair  Branch  had  a  unique  parlor 
meeting  in  December,  in  the  home  of  its  Vice 
President,  Mrs.  Adam  Leroy  Jones.  The  speaker, 
Mrs.  Frank  Gardner  Moore,  was  prevented  from 
coming  by  illness.  With  one  day’s  notice,  Mr. 
August  Hugon,  a  Waldensian  student  at  the 
Bloomfield  Theological  Seminary,  prepared  a 
special  address,  regarding  the  Waldensian  work  as 
he  knew  it,  as  a  boy  in  the  Valleys,  and  as  a 
student  at  Torre  Pellice.  Miss  Lydia  Munzie,  of 
Forana  Sabina,  completing  her  studies  in  New 
York,  was  a  special  guest  and  brought  warm 
greetings,  dressed  in  the  Waldensian  costume,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Mrs.  Robert  Goodman  and  Mrs. 
R.  O.  Riger,  also  in  costume. 

*  *  * 

The  General  Secretary  has  given  his  illustrated 
lectures  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Bloom¬ 
field,  New  Jersey,  the  West  Side  Branch,  New 
York  (two  lectures),  the  Harlem  Presbyterian 
Church,  New  York,  and  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch.  Illustrated  addresses 
have  also  been  given  in  Washington,  by  Mrs. 
Douglas  P.  Birnie,  recently  returned  from  Italy, 

and  Reverend  Joseph  Brunn,  of  New  York. 

*  *  * 

The  Boston  Branch,  after  a  most  successful 
year,  had  a  largely  attended  annual  meeting, 
November  30th.  The  meeting  was  saddened  by 
the  death  of  Reverend  Paul  Revere  Frothingham, 
D.D.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frothingham  were  among  the 
first  members  of  the  Boston  Branch  and  have 
continued  their  generous  support  through  all  the 
years. 

*  *  * 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
Reverend  Tertius  van  Dyke,  has  become  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Washington, 
Connecticut.  His  place  as  Chairman  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  has  been  filled  by  Reverend 
Howard  Yergin,  of  New  York. 
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As  previously  reported,  the  New  York  Branch 
has  undertaken  to  cooperate  with  the  Waldensian 
Church  in  Palermo.  For  a  dozen  years  or  more 
this  splendid  Church  has  conducted  its  educational 
and  religious  activities  under  most  trying  limi¬ 
tations,  but  with  gratifying  results.  The  new 
building,  now  being  erected  on  the  Corso  La 
Liberta,  near  the  great  memorial  to  Garibaldi,  will 
be  dedicated  during  Holy  Week,  1927,  and  will 
cost  about  $50,000,  exclusive  of  furnishings. 

*  *  * 

In  order  to  increase  its  gift  to  Palermo,  the 
New  York  Branch  has  secured  the  famous  com¬ 
pany  of  English  Singers,  wdiose  inimitable  music 
has  so  greatly  stirred  musical  circles  in  the 
metropolis,  for  a  special  concert  in  the  Town 
Hall,  on  the  evening  of  January  13th.  This  is 
the  first  evening  concert  by  this  company,  in  New 
York,  this  season.  Standing  room  has  been  at  a 
premium  at  former  concerts.  Further  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  given  at  headquarters. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Schauffler,  our  Field  Secretary,  who 
is  spending  a  year  in  Italy,  writes  about  condi¬ 
tions  and  of  the  signs  of  progress  in  the  Walden¬ 
sian  work.  The  steady  increase  of  living  expenses, 
and  the  advancing  taxes  are  making  it  hard  for 
the  Tavola  and  the  pastors  and  missionaries  to 
do  their  work,  with  totally  inadequate  salaries. 
She  mentions,  as  an  illustration,  the  statements 
of  the  Waldensian  family,  who  carry  on  the  well 
and  favorably  known  “Pensione  Giardet”  in 
Rome,  where  so  many  Americans  stay,  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  place  has  increased  one 
hundred  per  cent,  since  January,  1925.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  reports  of  industrial  and  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions,  which  appear  in  the  American 
newspapers,  there  is  distress  in  many  quarters, 
and  a  great  deal  of  unemployment. 

*  *  * 
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Mrs.  Schauffler  writes,  in  a  glowing  fashion,  of 
the  lectures  of  Professor  Ernesto  Comba,  given 
each  week  in  the  Hall  of  the  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  They  are  open  to  the  public,  and  are 
largely  attended.  She  paid  her  first  visit  to 
the  Girls  Orphanage  at  Bordighera,  in  October 
and  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  work  carried 
on  there.  Signor  Billour,  who  has  been  pastor 
of  the  Waldensian  Church  at  VaUecrosia,  and 
Director  of  the  Orphanage,  after  fourteen  years 
of  continuous  service,  the  limit  of  a  single  pastor¬ 
ate  in  one  field,  has  been  transferred  to  Brindisi. 
He  is  succeeded  by  Signor  Arnaldo  Comba,  Pastor 
at  Trieste,  a  brother  of  Signor  Guido  Comba. 
Mrs.  Schauffler  speaks  of  the  great  work  in 
progress  at  the  Baker  Memorial  Church,  in  Piazza 
Cavpur,  of  which  Signor  Paolo  Bosio  is  Pastor. 
The  Evangelical  Lectures  on  Sunday  evening, 
attract  audiences,  largely  young  people,  which 
fill  the  auditorium.  We  hope  for  further  notes 

from  Mrs.  Schauffler,  from  time  to  time. 

*  *  * 

The  Rector  of  Christ  Church,  Walton,  New 
York,  observed  Reformation  Sunday,  in  October 
last,  by  a  lecture  on  “Pre-Reformation  Protes¬ 
tants.”  At  his  request  literature  was  sent  from 
our  office.  The  offering  taken  at  this  service  was 

sent  towards  the  Society’s  expense  budget. 

*  #  * 

Signor  August  Hugon,  of  Torre  Pellice,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Normal  School  there,  in  1918,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  spent  two  years 
in  teaching  in  a  mission  in  Abyssinia,  returning 
in  1920  to  fulfill  his  military  duty  as  an  officer  in 
the  Alpini.  In  1922  he  came  to  America  for 

study,  and  will  complete  the  required  course  at 

the  Bloomfield  Theological  Seminary  in  May 
next,  with  a  high  record  of  scholarship.  He  ex¬ 
pects  to  spend  two  years  in  special  study  and  in 
work  with  young  men,  before  returning  to  Italy. 
He  is  typical  of  the  coming  leadership  of  the 
Waldensians. 
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The  vacancy  in  the  Presidency  of  the  Detroit 
Branch,  caused  by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Minot  C. 
Morgan  to  New  York,  as  Pastor  of  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  has  been  filled  by 
the  election  of  Dr.  Samuel  Forrer,  Pastor  of  the 
Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr. 
Morgan  has  been  elected  to  membership  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Waldensian  Societv. 
Reverend  Kenneth  Miller,  Secretary  of  The  Fed¬ 
eral  Council  of  Churches  for  the  work  in  Europe, 
was  also  elected  a  Director  and  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

*  *  * 

The  Vice  President  of  the  Detroit  Branch,  Mrs. 
F.  T.  Ranney,  has  for  five  years  had  her  heart 
set  on  helping  to  complete  the  Maintenance 
Fund,  for  The  Old  People’s  Home  at  San  Ger- 
mano,  in  the  Valleys.  Dr.  Carlo  Alberto  Tron, 
so  long  Pastor  at  San  Germano,  now  retired,  has 
carried  the  burden  of  this  home  for  many  years. 
By  the  sale  of  her  old  home  a  few  months  ago, 
Mrs.  Ranney  was  enabled,  early  in  October,  to 
send  the  needed  $12,000  to  complete  the  fund. 

Dr.  Tron’s  many  friends  in  America  will  share 

his  happiness,  in  these  days,  so  trying  to  those 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  evangelical  work  in 
Italy. 

*  *  * 

Signor  Ermano  Genre,  of  San  Germano,  led 

into  the  Church  during  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Tron, 
arrived  in  America  last  September.  He  came  at 
the  invitation  of  President  Kelso,  of  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary  at  Pittsburgh,  to  spend  a 
year  in  special  studies.  Signor  Genre  graduated, 
with  honor,  at  the  Seminary  in  Rome,  in  the  class 
of  1925.  According  to  the  requirement  of  that 
Seminary  for  final  ordination,  he  spent  a  year  in 
the  mission  field,  at  Rio  Marina  in  the  Isle  of 
Elba,  and  in  the  Apennines,  before  coming  to 
America.  He  is  making  rapid  progress  in  read- 
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ing  and  speaking  the  English  language.  He  has 
participated  in  several  Waldensian  meetings  in 
Pittsburgh. 

*  *  * 

The  church  at  Tramonti  di  Supra  was  started 
over  sixty  years  ago,  by  the  work  of  a  young- 
medical  student  at  Padua.  He  had  found  Christ 
through  the  efforts  of  a  colporteur.  After  finish¬ 
ing  his  studies  he  moved  to  this  little  town  and 
began  his  twofold  life  work,  ministering  to  the 
sick  bodies  of  people,  and  as  a  layman  telling  the 
glad  news  of  salvation.  He  gathered  a  little 
company  about  him  and  has  been  their  leader  for 
nearly  sixty  years.  They  have  a  communicant 
membership  of  twenty-six  and  about  sixty  adhe¬ 
rents.  The  pastor  of  the  Waldensian  Church  at 
Venice,  seventy  miles  distant,  visits  them  three  or 
four  times  a  year,  to  administer  the  communion, 
or  conduct  funerals.  They  have  never  had  a 
pastor.  Dr.  G.  B.  Facchini,  now  over  eighty  years 
of  age,  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  kind  of  laymen 
which  not  only  Italy,  but  America,  needs,  if  the 
evangel  is  to  be  fully  proclaimed.  The  town  has 
only  2,000  inhabitants.  The  little  band  of  wit¬ 
nesses  is  steadily  sending  out  its  representatives, 
and  preparing  others  to  do  what  the  College  Point 
colony  are  doing. 

*  *  * 

Captain  R.  M.  Stephens,  C.  M.  G.,  R.  N.,  of 
England,  has  organized  a  series  of  tours  to  the 
Waldensian  Valleys,  which  are  very  attractive. 
The  first  for  1926  was  conducted  so  as  to  give 
the  members  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  opening 
session  of  the  Waldensian  Synod,  at  Torre  Pellice, 
early  in  September.  The  General  Secretary  will 
be  glad  to  give  information  regarding  the  tours 
for  192T.  Captain  Stephens  has  written  a  booklet, 
“The  Burning  Bush,”  which  tells  the  Waldensian 
story  in  a  brief  form.  It  can  be  had  from  the 
Headquarters  office  at  the  cost  price,  25  cents. 


*  *  * 
o 


Our  good  friend,  the  genial  pastor  of  the  San 
Giovanni  in  Conca  church,  in  Milan,  Signor  V.  A. 
Costabel,  sends  a  most  interesting  letter.  If 
space  allowed  it  would  be  printed  in  full.  We  are 
glad  to  give  copious  extracts. 

“The  long  delayed  visit  of  the  Moderator  to 
our  Premier,  Signor  Mussolini,  took  place  in  June, 
at  Palazzo  Chigi.  It  lasted  twenty  minutes,  and 
was  of  the  pleasantest  character.” 

“Signor  Mussolini  wanted  to  know  how  many 
Waldenses  there  were  in  Italy  and  in  other  lands, 
and  whether  the  Waldenses  .  .  .  were  all  Italians. 
He  declared  he  never  doubted  their  sincere  and 
faithful  patriotism.  He  asked  how  they  fared  in 
their  contact  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
promised  to  attend  personally  to  some  cases,  in 
which  our  Church  and  the  whole  of  Italian 
evangelism  had  been  grossly  insulted  by  some 
clerical  newspapers.” 

“The  question  of  the  French  language  in  our 
schools  was  broached  and  some  concessions,  latelv 
communicated  to  us,  seem  to  have  been  one  of  the 
results  of  the  interview,  that  ended  in  a  hearty 
handshake.” 

“At  the  unveiling  of  the  monument  to  Henri 
Arnaud,  pastor  of  the  Waldenses,  and  leader  of 
the  glorious  return,  all  the  political,  civil  and 
military  authorities  were  represented.  The  sing¬ 
ing  of  the  Waldensian  hymns  by  the  hundreds  of 
young  people  made  a  deep  impression.  The 
Colonel  of  the  Carabinieri  and  a  Grand  Officer 
of  The  Crown  of  Italy  told  me  that  the  singing 
had  simply  thrilled  him.” 

“In  his  address  and  in  private  circles  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  ceremony,  Senator  Doctor  Gior¬ 
dano,  a  loyal  Waldensian,  for  many  years  Mayor 
of  Venice,  spoke  at  length  of  Fascism  and  its 
Chief.  He  wanted  particularly  to  deny  all  possi¬ 
bility  of  persecution  and  even  of  hostility  towards 
the  various  evangelical  bodies  at  work  in  Italy, 
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at  the  hand  of  the  Fascist  regime.  He  was 
authorized  to  say  that  in  trying  to  give  value 
to  the  Catholic  church,  and  to  the  nominal  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  majority  of  the  Italian  people,  nothing 
would  be  done  to  hinder  the  activity  or  curtail 
the  liberty  of  the  other  Christian  churches,  as 
represented  in  Italy,  and  especially  the  Wal- 
densians.” 

**# 

Signor  Costabel  calls  attention  to  a  finer 
tolerance  towards  those  who  represent  evangeli¬ 
cal  teaching,  which  is  found  among  some  Roman 
Catholic  leaders,  than  in  pre-war  days.  He  gives 
this  illustration: 

“When  the  remains  of  Signor  Banchetti,  our 
dear  and  lamented  fellow  minister,  wrere  carried 
back  to  Rio  Marina  (on  the  Isle  of  Elba)  where 
he  had  been  a  greatly  loved  and  appreciated  min¬ 
ister,  the  Captain  of  the  boat  had  the  flag  at  half 
mast,  as  a  sign  of  public  mourning,  and  all  the 
bells  of  the  various  churches  in  Rio  Marina  re¬ 
mained  silent,  by  order  of  the  church  authorities, 
until  the  body  was  consigned  to  the  grave. 
Almost  the  entire  population  followed  the  body 
to  the  grave.  The  Mayor  signed  a  moving  mani¬ 
festo  to  his  people,  in  which  he  extolled  the  char¬ 
acter,  the  high  abilities,  and  the  faithful  patriotic 

work  of  the  deceased.” 

*  *  * 

Signor  Costabel  tells  of  a  Waldensian  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  Convention  held  in  Prarostino,  one  of  the 
smaller  parishes  in  the  Valleys.  When  accom¬ 
modations  for  the  large  number  of  men  could 
not  be  found,  the  parish  Roman  Catholic  priest 
gladly  offered  to  entertain  eight  delegates  in  his 
manse,  saying  that  he  wished  great  success  to 
such  a  gathering  of  “our  dear  Christian  youth.” 

The  offer  was  accepted. 

*  *  * 

Pastor  Sommani  of  Florence  tells  an  interest¬ 
ing  story  of  a  young  university  student,  a  Roman 
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Catholic,  who  sought  religious  instruction,  in  order 
to  unite  with  the  church.  This  decision  came 
about  in  an  unusual  way.  A  friend  of  the  student, 
also  a  Catholic,  has  been  regularly  to  the  meet¬ 
ings.  He  was  called  for  his  military  service,  and 
charged  his  friend  to  send  him,  week  by  week, 
a  summary  of  Pastor  Sommani’s  sermons.  The 
latter  came  and  took  notes  as  requested.  The 
result  was  his  own  decision  to  make  a  confession 
of  his  faith  in  the  evangel. 

*  *  * 

Pastor  Paolo  Bosio,  of  the  Piazza  Cavour 
Church  in  Rome,  tells  of  a  recent  incident, 
which  illustrates  the  indirect  influence  of  a 
decision  to  follow  Christ.  A  young  man,  a 
distant  relative  of  a  very  lukewarm  Protestant, 
has  asked  to  be  received  into  the  church,  after 
attending  the  Sunday  evening  lectures  for  three 
years.  He  belongs  to  a  well  known  family  and  is 
employed  in  one  of  the  offices  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  Government,  with  a  promising  outlook. 
One  of  the  first  results  was  the  awakening  of  his 
sleeping  relative,  who  is  now  a  regular  attendant 

at  the  services  and  the  young  people’s  gatherings. 

*  *  * 

Pastor  Bosio  tells  of  other  recent  decisions  to 
publicly  avow  faith  in  the  Christ  of  the  evangel. 
A  young  man  had  been  attending  the  services  for 
some  time,  without  making  himself  known  to  the 
Pastor.  On  last  “Good  Friday”  he  came  forward 
and  wished  Signor  Bosio  “Buona  Pasqua,”  and 
announced  his  purpose  to  unite  with  the  church. 

“This  holy  week  has  decided  me,”  he  said. 

*  *  * 

The  Waldensian  Schools  and  Churches  are 
noted  for  their  singing  of  the  great  hymns  of  the 
Christian  faith.  Many  non-Protestant  children 
learn  to  sing  in  the  Day  Schools  and  carry  the 
gospel  to  their  parents  in  song.  In  numerous 
instances  Waldensian  teachers  in  the  State  (pub¬ 
lic)  schools  use  the  hymns  in  teaching  children 
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to  sing.  A  young  Waldensian  teacher  in  one  of 
the  schools  in  Savona  has  an  unusual  gift  in  song 
and  has  taught  many  of  her  classes  to  sing  the 
Sunday  School  hymns,  which  they  sing  at  home 
and  sometimes  on  the  streets.  A  party  of 
Protestant  travellers,  overhearing  their  singing, 
assumed  that  they  were  near  an  evangelical  serv¬ 
ice.  They  were  astonished  to  be  told  by  the  girls 
that  they  were  Catholics.  “It  is  our  teacher  who 
has  taught  us,”  remarked  one  of  the  girls,  “We 
have  been  told  that  she  was  not  a  Christian.  But 
we  do  not  believe  it  and  we  love  her.” 

*  *  * 

This  same  teacher  is  permitted  to  tell  the  gospel 
stories  to  her  class,  to  their  great  delight.  She, 
of  course,  does  not  teach  religion.  One  of  the 
little  girls  has  become  so  familiar  with  the  gospel 
stories,  that  the  parish  priest  spoke  of  her,  while 
he  rebuked  his  people,  as  he  explained  one  of  the 
parables,  which  this  teacher  had  taught  her  class. 
“Why,  the  small  girls  of  our  elementary  school 
here,  know  these  facts  well,  and  you  know  nothing 
about  them,”  the  priest  said.  The  girls  reported 
to  the  teacher,  that  their  priest  had  spoken  pub¬ 
licly  of  their  proficiency. 

*  *  * 

To  most  of  the  friends  of  the  Waldensians,  the 
name  of  General  Beckwith  means  little,  except 
as  that  of  one  of  the  few  generous  helpers  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  A  full  length  portrait  of  the  General, 
with  his  faithful  dog,  hangs  in  the  memorial  room 
of  the  Casa  Valdese  at  Torre  Pellice.  A  Scotch 
lady,  a  warm  friend  of  the  Waldensians,  has  re¬ 
cently  made  a  special  study  of  General  Beckwith  s 
life,  including  conferences  with  his  daughter,  still 
living  at  Torre  Pellice.  She  has  recently  published 
the  results  in  a  booklet  of  about  one  hundred 
pages.  It  is  expected  that  copies  will  soon  be 
available,  at  headquarters,  at  a  nominal  price  to 
cover  postage. 
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Elder-Evangelist  Cologora  Bonavia,  in  charge 
of  the  work  at  Grotte,  Caltanissetta  and  Piazza 
Amerina,  Sicily,  has  written  a  very  newsy  and 
encouraging  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Buffalo 
Branch,  Mrs.  Seymour,  regarding  the  work  at 
the  three  centers.  Buffalo  has  provided  the  salary 
of  the  pastor  and  one  of  the  school  teachers,  for 
several  years.  The  letter  gives  details  regarding 
the  recently  organized  church  at  Piazza  Amerina, 
of  which  mention  was  made  in  a  recent  number  of 
THE  NEWS  LETTER. 

#  *  * 

Signor  Bonavia  speaks  of  a  recent  Convention 
of  Christian  workers,  mostly  laymen,  held  in 
Caltanissetta,  the  center  of  Sicily.  The  little 
church  of  forty-five  members  entertained  the 
delegates,  thirty-five  in  number,  from  Girgenti, 
Riesi,  Grotte,  Piazza  Amerina,  and  Castrogio- 
vanni,  for  three  days.  It  was  a  meeting  of  rare 
spiritual  power. 

*  #  * 

During  the  war,  one  of  the  members  of  the 

church  at  Caltanissetta,  a  Captain,  was  wounded 
and  taken  to  a  field  hospital.  A  Princess  of  the 
House  of  Savoy  visited  the  hospital,  and  pre¬ 
sented  to  every  officer  she  met,  a  medallion,  with 
the  figure  of  the  blessed  Virgin.  Captain  Barone, 
in  a  kindly  way,  declined  the  gift,  saying,  “I 
thank  you,  your  Highness,  but  I  do  not  need  this 
medallion.”  He  explained  the  reason,  and  she 
took  the  medallion  back  and  later  sent  him  a 

book. 

*  *  * 

“The  Libreria  Editrice  Claudiana,”  the  publish¬ 
ing  department  of  the  Waldensian  Church  at 
Torre  Pellice,  has  recently  issued  the  popular 
almanac,  “L’Amico  Di  Casa,”  (The  Friend  of  the 
Home)  for  1927.  This  is  the  seventy-fourth  num¬ 
ber  of  this  remarkable  little  hand  book  of  impor¬ 
tant  information,  political,  ecclesiastical,  literary 
and  religious,  a  veritible  “Multum  in  Parvo.”  We 
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are  tempted  to  make  numerous  quotations.  The 
last  page  gives  the  latest  statistics  of  population, 
made  by  the  government.  Of  the  first  twenty-five 
capitals  of  provinces,  all  but  seven  have  Walden- 
sian  Churches.  In  order  of  size  the  first  fifteen 
of  these  cities  rank  as  follows: 

Milan,  877,543;  Naples,  857,729;  Rome,  767,983; 
Genoa,  588,235;  Turin,  516,704;  Palermo,  423,998; 
Catania,  270,998;  Florence,  253,513;  Trieste,  248,- 
524;  Bologna,  221,282;  Venice,  200,960;  Messina, 
1S2,314 ;  Bari,  145,568;  Leghorn,  118,962;  Padua, 
117,549. 

The  only  cities  in  this  list  without  Waldensian 
Churches  are  Bologna  and  Padua.  When  it  is 
recalled  that  until  1853  there  was  not  a  single 
Protestant  Church  below  the  Waldensian  Valleys 
on  the  borders  of  France,  when  the  building  at 
Turin  was  completed,  and  no  Protestant  Church 
in  Rome  until  after  1870,  the  significance  of  the 
facts  is  seen. 

*  *  # 
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J\(eu,<s  Letter 


THE  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  of  the 
Society  has  just  come  from  the  press. 
Copies  are  being  mailed  to  all  officers  of 
the  Branches.  Other  friends  may  have 
copies  by  sending  their  names  to  the  office.  It 
gives  the  results  of  the  best  year  in  the  Society’s 
history  since  the  war. 

*  *  * 

Bits  of  humor  drop  into  the  office,  now  and 
then.  The  following  comes  in  a  letter  to  our 
Treasurer,  from  the  Treasurer  of  one  of  the 
Branches  in  the  West,  enclosing  a  check  for  ten 
dollars : 

“Take  notice:  it  is  from  “The  Men’s  Missionary 

Society”  of  the . Presbyterian  Church  of 

this  city!  There  have  been  Women’s  Missionary 
Societies,  well,  ever  since  St.  Paul  stirred  up  things. 
But  dream  of  an  “honest-to-goodness”  Men’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Society!  Surely  there  is  hope  for  the  missionary 
cause,  now  that  everybody  is  working.  I  acknowledged 
the  gift  with  congratulations.” 

*  *  # 

Mrs.  Frank  Gardner  Moore,  for  more  than 
fifteen  years  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
has  been  obliged  to  give  up  part  of  her  responsi¬ 
bilities.  She  will  remain  on  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  where  her  long  acquaintance  with  the  work 
of  the  Society,  and  with  the  Waldensians  in  Italy, 
have  made  her  one  of  its  most  valuable  members. 
Her  place  as  Recording  Secretary;  has  been  filled 
by  the  election  of  Mrs.  S.  Wirt  Wiley,  formerly 
active  in  the  Minneapolis  Branch. 


A  story  of  Signor  Comba’s  experiences  on  his 
voyage  to  America  was  written  by  Miss  Barbara 
Baker,  a  fellow  passenger,  and  a  lover  of  the 
Waldensians.  It  has  been  told  several  times  dur¬ 
ing  Signor  Comba’s  tour,  and  has  been  printed 
in  “The  Echo  of  The  Valleys”  and  “LaLuce,” 
the  official  weeklies  of  the  Tavola.  During  most 
of  the  voyage  from  Genoa,  there  was  much 
curiosity  about  Signor  Comba’s  calling  and  his 
business  in  America.  He  was  said  to  be  a  cancer 
specialist,  a  special  messenger  of  Mussolini,  and 
Several  other  equally  odd  designations.  He  actu¬ 
ally  conversed  with  every  one  of  the  nearly  one 
hundred  passengers,  during  the  voyage,  discuss¬ 
ing  many  different  subjects,  including  religion, 
without  disclosing  his  identity  as  a  minister.  The 
following  quotation  is  from  the  account  written 
by  Miss  Baker. 

During  the  course  of  the  voyage  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  there  was  no  priest  on  board,  and 
therefore  no  Sunday  Service  could  be  held. 

This  was  a  great  disappointment,  especially  to 
a  Roman  Catholic  American  lady,  who  went  to 
Signor  Comba  about  it.  She  then  went  to  the 
Purser  and  asked  if  Signor  Comba  might  con¬ 
duct  a  service. 

The  Purser  was  most  willing  and  cooperated 
in  every  way  in  seeing  that  the  salon  was  prop¬ 
erly  arranged  with  chairs,  tables  and  flowers,  and 
in  putting  the  orchestra  at  Signor  Comba’s  dis¬ 
posal. 

All  the  passengers  (who  were  able)  attended, 
both  Catholics  and  Protestants.  The  orchestra 
played  an  opening  selection.  This  was  followed 
by  scripture  reading  by  Signor  Comba  and  a  fine 
direct  talk  on  the  need  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ 
in  our  lives.  The  orchestra  played  Gounod’s 
“Ave  Maria”  and  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  benedic¬ 
tion  closed  the  beautiful  and  simple  service, 
probably  the  first  one  conducted  by  a  Waldensian 
pastor  on  an  Italian  ship. 
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The  concert  given  by  The  English  Singers,  in 
the  Town  Hall,  New  York,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  New  York  Branch,  was  a  great  success.  The 
net  proceeds  were  over  $1,900.  The  Branch  wili 
provide  the  organ  for  the  new  church  building 
at  Palermo  and  will  also  share  in  the  equipment 
of  the  Day  School.  The  building  will  be  opened 
during  Holy  Week.  Palermo  has  waited,  hoped 
and  sacrificed  for  more  than  fifteen  years  for  this 
event. 

*  *  * 

The  Italian  government  keeps  a  close  watch 
of  the  Press  in  America,  and  of  the  comments 
of  Italians,  who  visit  this  country.  For  example, 
in  his  address  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  this 
Society,  Signor  Comba  referred  to  the  fact  that 
Signor  Mussolini  did  not  approve  of  persecution 
of  the  Waldensians,  nor  of  religious  intolerance. 
A  report  of  the  meeting  was  printed  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  in  The  N-ew  York  Times.  On  the 
next  day  there  appeared  in  II  Popolo  D’ Italia,  the 
Premier’s  own  organ  in  Milan,  with  large  head¬ 
lines,  this  cablegram,  “Signor  Guido  Comba, 
pastor  of  the  Waldensian  Church  at  Pomaretto, 
addressing  an  applauding  audience  at  a  meeting 
of  the  American  Waldensian  Aid  Society,  exalted 
Mussolini’s  respect  for  religious  liberty  and  his 
deference  to  the  Waldensians.”  This  cablegram 
was  copied  in  other  Italian  dailies. 

*  *  * 

SIGNOR  COMBA’S  TOUR 

As  we  go  to  press  Signor  Comba  is  in  the  clos¬ 
ing  days  of  his  successful  second  visitation  of  the 
Branches  of  this  Society.  It  is  proving  to  be 
of  exceptional  value  in  making  new  friends  for 
the  Waldensians,  as  well  as  stimulating  the  inter¬ 
est  of  officers  and  members  of  the  Branches.  At 
the  close  of  the  tour  a  survey  will  be  made,  call¬ 
ing  attention  to  some  of  the  outstanding  features. 
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Since  his  address  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in 
New  York,  January  18th,  he  has  made  from  one 
to  six  addresses  for  each  of  the  following 
branches,  in  the  order  named,  besides  many  other 
events,  such  as  attendance  at  conferences,  con¬ 
ventions,  colleges,  special  luncheons  and  church 
services.  Philadelphia,  Princeton,  Cleveland, 
Buffalo,  Rochester,  Syracuse,  Cortland,  Albany, 
Elizabeth,  Washington,  Germantown,  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Montclair,  Worcester,  Boston,  Hartford, 
New  York,  Wilkes-Barre,  Detroit,  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  St.  Louis. 

Signor  Comba’s  many  friends  will  be  glad  to 
know  that,  in  his  absence,  his  work  in  the  Parish 
of  Pomaretto,  is  being  cared  for  by  his  father, 
who  with  the  latter’s  wife,  is  making  his  home  at 
the  parish  manse.  His  father  has  charge  of  the 
Training  School  for  Deaconesses,  formerly  at 
Turin,  but  removed  last  year  to  Luserna  San 
Giovanni,  not  far  from  Pomaretto. 

*  *  * 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  items  in  the  News 
Letter  are  read  and  responded  to.  The  para¬ 
graph  about  “Cooperating  Members”  in  the  Jan¬ 
uary  number  added  several  names  to  the  list  of 
friends  who  are  willing  to  share  in  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  work  of  the  National  organiza¬ 
tion.  There  were  also  a  number  of  new  names 
added  to  our  Mailing  List,  for  the  free  distribu¬ 
tion  of  literature. 

*  *  # 

A  new  booklet,  of  rare  historical  value  “The 
Life  of  General  Beckwith”  that  great  friend  of 
the  Waldenses  during  the  years  preceding  and 
following  the  Emancipation  in  1848,  has  been 
written  and  published  by  Miss  E.  J.  Richardson, 
of  Edinburgh,  a  long  time  friend  and  supporter 
of  the  Waldensians.  Miss  Richardson  has  donated 
a  number  of  copies  to  the  Society.  They  will 
be  sent  without  charge  to  readers  who  send  their 
names  to  the  office. 
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In  a  personal  note  in  the  January  News  Let¬ 
ter ,  regarding  Hermano  Genre,  a  Waldensian 
student,  doing  post-graduate  work  at  the  West¬ 
ern  Theological  Seminary,  it  was  stated  that  he 
had  spent  the  Summer  of  1925,  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion,  in  evangelistic  work  in  Rio  Marina.  We 
were  misinformed.  He  worked  at  Palermo,  and 
had  charge  of  the  Church  in  Milan,  where  Signor 
Costabel  is  pastor,  during  the  latter’s  vacation. 
Signor  Genre  participated  in  our  Annual  Meeting 
in  January. 

*  *  * 

The  new  President  of  the  Detroit  Branch, 

Reverend  Samuel  Forrer,  D.D.,  is  touring  in 
Italy,  and  will  visit  the  valleys  and  several  of  the 
Waldensian  churches  before  his  return. 

*  #  * 

Through  the  initative  and  enthusiastic  efforts 
of  Reverend  Alfred  J.  Miller,  Rector  of  Christ 
Church,  Walton,  N.  Y.,  a  union  meeting  was  held 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  February 
24th.  A  good  sized  audience  listened  to  a  lecture 
by  the  General  Secretary,  with  his  slides.  A 
substantial  voluntary  offering  was  taken,  and 

packages  of  literature  quickly  disposed  of.  Christ 
Church  will  soon  celebrate  its  one  hundredth 
anniversary.  While  looking  over  some  old  books 
belonging  to  the  Sunday  School,  Rector  Miller 
found  an  old  history  of  The  Waldensians,  printed 
in  1829,  which  he  presented  to  Mr.  Goodman,  as 
a  souvenir  of  his  visit. 

»  *  * 

Signor  Comba  and  the  General  Secretary 
attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Western 
Section  of  the  World  Alliance  of  Presbyterian 
and  Reformed  Churches,  at  Baltimore,  March 
first  and  second.  Signor  Comba  was  invited  to 
address  the  Conference.  Later  he  was  a  guest 
at  the  Church  Supper  of  the  Brown  Memorial 
Church,  and  spoke  briefly. 


5 


Mrs.  Schauffler  has  visited  the  Gould  Home  at 
Florence.  She  sends  an  interesting  account, 
which  space  will  not  allow  our  printing  in  full. 
There  are  twenty-four  orphans  in  the  School. 
Owing  to  the  continued  high  cost  of  supplies 
financing  is  a  difficult  problem.  The  Director 
expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  help  given  by  the 
friends  in  America.  The  winter  has  been  severe. 
But  there  has  been  no  serious  illness.  The  boys 
need  and  get  much  individual  attention,  and  they 
are  a  lively  group.  They  are  taught  self-help, 
and  each  has  his  household  tasks. 

The  Director  told  Mrs.  Schauffler  of  one  un¬ 
usually  active  youngster,  with  large  black  eyes, 
which  are  never  still.  Sitting  still  is  a  punish¬ 
ment  for  this  boy,  Achilles  by  name.  One  day 
he  was  given  the  task  of  preparing  the  dining 
room,  and  of  placing  on  the  large  marble  table, 
the  cups  for  milk.  The  tables  are  slippery. 
Recently  horse  racing  was  in  progress  in  the  city, 
and  Achilles  thought  he  would  race  the  cups 
along  the  tables.  He  had  a  jolly  time,  until  one 
cup  went  against  the  wall,  and  into  a  thousand 
pieces.  He  at  once  went  to  the  Director.  “Signor 
Director,  I  have  come  to  you  that  you  may  pun¬ 
ish  me.” 

“But  why?”  he  was  asked.  “Because  I  have 
broken  a  cup,  but  not  just  by  accident.  It  was 
all  my  fault.”  This  represents  the  sincerity  and 
wholesome  spirit  of  the  boys. 

Emancipation  Day,  February  seventeenth,  was 
duly  celebrated  in  Florence.  The  “Gouldini,”  the 
boys  of  the  orphanage,  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  celebration,  with  music  by  their  fine 
orchestra,  songs  and  recitations. 

The  “Gouldini”  send  greetings  to  their  many 
friends  in  America. 

*  *  * 

The  new  pastor  at  Messina,  Signor  Corsani, 
formerly  in  Milan,  is  making  a  fine  impression. 
Messina  deserves  and  should  have  that  long 
delayed  new  building. 
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The  recent  unveiling  of  the  monument  to  Henri 
Arnaud,  the  heroic  leader  of  the  “glorious  return 
of  the  Waldenses  from  exile,  in  1689,  at  Torre 
Pellice,  has  brought,  again  into  the  open,  the  many 
thrilling  details  of  that  unexampled  episode  in 
Waldensian  history.  After  the  361  survivors 
were  once  again  back  in  their  loved  valley,  and 
the  wicked  compact,  between  Louis  the  Four¬ 
teenth,  and  his  nephew  by  marriage,  the  Duke 
of  Savoy,  had  been  broken,  the  latter  turned  to 
the  Waldenses,  his  ever  loyal  subjects,  whom  he 
had  been  trying  to  destroy,  and  asked  their  help 
against  the  now  common  enemy.  When  the  Wal¬ 
densian  prisoners,  throughout  Piedmont,  were 
released,  and  generous  terms  were  offered  them, 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  addressed  them  in  these 
words : 


“You  have  but  one  God  and  one  prince  to  serve: 
serve  God  and  your  prince  faithfully.  Till  now  we 
have  been  enemies,  henceforth  we  must  be  good  friends; 
others  have  been  the  cause  of  your  misfortune,  but  if 
now,  as  you  ought,  you  expose  your  lives  for  ray 
service,  I  wrill  expose  mine  also  for  yours ;  and  while 
I  have  a  morsel  of  bread,  you  shall  have  your  share. 


Unfortunately,  Victor  Amadeus  II,  later, 
changed  his  mind,  again  lent  himself  to  persecu¬ 
tions,  and  banished  Arnaud  and  a  large  number 
of  Waldenses  from  their  homes,  to  Switzerland 
and  Germany,  where  they  died.  But  the  records 
of  the  loyalty  of  the  Waldenses  to  the  house  of 
Savoy,  have  come  down  to  our  day,  and  help  to 
explain  the  good  will  of  the  reigning  family 
toward  the  people  of  the  valleys. 


*  *  * 

We  have  mentioned,  in  former  issues,  the  at¬ 
tempt  made  last  year,  to  arrange  tours  to  the 
Waldensian  Valleys,  by  Captain  R.  M.  Stevens, 
retired,  formerly  of  the  British  Navy.  The  ex¬ 
periment  was  a  success,  and  will  be  repeated  in 
1927.  The  tour  begins  at  London,  Thursday, 
September  first,  and  covers  about  three  weeks. 
The  party  will  be  in  Torre  Pellice  during  the 
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Annual  Synod,  the  great  event  of  the  Waldensian 
Church.  The  cost  ranges  from  $140.00  to 
$160.00,  with  about  $45.00  additional  for  nine 
excursions  by  mules  or  autos,  to  historic  places 
in  the  valleys.  The  tickets  include  hotels,  autos, 
meals  and  gratuities.  Full  information  will  be 
furnished  by  Fred  S.  Goodman,  General  Secre¬ 
tary. 

*  #  # 

We  have  recorded  55  names  on  the  list  of 
friends,  who  are  willing  to  join  in  providing  the 
modest  cost  of  maintaining  the  National  Society. 
The  budget  for  1927,  covering  rent,  postage, 
printing,  salaries,  General  Secretary,  Office  Sec¬ 
retary,  Field  Secretary,  delegate  (from  Italy, 
travelling  expenses,  etc,  is  $10,550.  Anyone  con¬ 
tributing  $5.00  or  more,  is  enrolled  as  a  Coopera- 
ing  Member  of  the  American  Waldensian  Aid 
Society.  Every  dollar  thus  contributed  releases 
a  dollar  for  the  mission  work  in  Italy.  We  are 
grateful  for  a  number  of  voluntary  responses 
since  January  first. 

*  #  * 

“La  Luce  ”  the  official  organ  of  The  Walden¬ 
sian  Tavola,  prints  without  comment,  extracts 
from  a  sermon,  preached  in  Turin,  and  published 
widely  in  the  daily  papers,  advocating  “The 
penalty  of  death  to  the  heretics.”  It  has  a 
mediaeval  flavor,  quite  uncommon  in  this  century. 
The  fact  that  it  could  be  published  at  all,  and 
that  the  Waldensians  have  printed  large  parts 
of  it,  indicate  how  little  the  government  seems 
inclined  to  use  force  to  secure  uniformity  and 
conformity  to  the  religion  of  the  State.  Times 
have  changed.  The  danger  from  such  extreme 
views  is  the  effect  they  have  in  sections  where 
ignorance  and  hate  still  prevail.  But  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  in  all  parts  of  Italy,  are  becoming 
better  acquainted  with  the  gracious  spirit  of  good 
will  and  kindness,  which  mark  the  messages  and 
methods  of  the  Waldensians. 
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Since  the  last  issue  of  The  News  Letter ,  two 
members  q  our  Board  of  Directors  have  passed 
away.  Mrs.  Frederick  Churchill,  of  Boston,  who 
was  for  many  years,  one  of  the  best  informed 
members  of  the  Boston  Executive  Committee 
resigned  from  our  Board  last  November,  because 
of  ill  health.  She  has  been  in  Italy  repeatedly, 
and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  girls’  orphanage 
at  Bordighera.  She  died  in  February  last.  Her 
daughter.  Miss  Rose  Churchill,  has  taken  her 
place  on  the  Boston  Committee. 

Reverend  James  V.  Chalmers,  formerly  Rector 
of  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  New  York, 
died  in  January.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  for  three  years.  He  had  a  generous 
and  intelligent  interest  in  the  Waldensian  cause. 

*  *  * 

Visitors  to  South  Italy  and  Apulia  and  the 
Waldensian  Churches  in  those  regions  will  recall 
Bari,  and  Corato.  The  pastor  at  Corato,  Signor 
G.  Moggia,  has  just  been  transferred  to  Bari, 
where  the  church,  which  suffered  such  reverses 
during  and  following  the  war,  has  taken  on  new 
life.  Bari  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
progressive  cities  on  the  East  coast.  A  large 
building,  for  religious  and  educational  work,  with 
offices  and  apartments,  has  recently  been  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  mission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  on  the  central  piazza  of  the  city.  So  far 
the  Waldensians,  after  many  years  of  work,  have 
been  obliged  to  do  their  work  in  rented  quarters. 
The  work  has  been  in  charge  of  a  student- 
evangelist,  Signor  T.  R.  Castiglione,  a  young 
man  of  exceptional  gifts  and  training.  He  has 
been  transferred  to  Vittoria,  one  of  the  strongest 
Waldensian  Churches  in  Sicily.  His  home  is  in 
Grotte,  where  his  father  and  mother  are  among 
the  leaders  of  that  wonderful  little  Waldensian 
church. 

#  #  * 


9 


Signor  Comba  has  called  our  attention  to  sev¬ 
eral  items  of  news  in  recent  numbers  of  La  Luce. 
In  Rome,  great  interest  has  been  taken  in  the 
free  popular  course  of  lectures  recently  com¬ 
pleted  by  Professor  E.  Comba,  at  the  Waldensian 
Theological  Seminary.  Another  course  is  being 
given  by  Professor  Longo,  on  The  Apostle  Paul. 
Mrs.  Schauffler  has  written,  in  glowing  terms,  of 
the  first  course  and  its  unusual  success. 

Besides  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  at  Pine- 
rolo,  already  mentioned,  a  new  building  especially 
for  social  work,  will  be  erected.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  have  already  subscribed  36,000  lire  towards 
the  cost. 

The  funeral  of  a  deceased  Protestant  in  Gar- 
done,  on  Lake  Garda,  attracted  a  great  crowd 
of  interested  listeners,  many  of  whom  remained 
after  the  service  for  further  information  about 
the  evangelical  faith. 

A  violent  campaign  against  the  Waldensian 
Day  School  at  San  Remo,  has,  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected,  reacted  in  favor  of  the  School.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  pupils  has  reached  normality,  and  the  out¬ 
look  for  the  Church  is  bright. 

Encouraging  word  comes  from  the  Church  at 
Pachino,  at  the  South-east  corner  of  Sicily.  The 
pastor,  Signor  Colucci,  a  war  veteran,  has  re¬ 
cently  given  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  Great 
Reformers  of  Italy,  which  drew  good  audiences. 
The  church  has  secured  a  warm  place  in  the  good 
will  of  the  community. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  whose 
Agent  for  Italy  is  Dr.  Pons,  a  Waldensian 
minister,  sold  250,000  Bibles  and  portions  in 
Italy  in  1926.  The  collections  in  Italian  churches 
for  this  purpose,  amounted  to  nearly  50,000  lire. 

From  Messina  comes  the  word  of  the  death  of 
Signor  Fasio,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  evangeliza¬ 
tion.  He  was  converted  over  sixty  years  ago.  He 
could  not  read  at  that  time.  He  patiently 
learned  to  read,  that  he  might  read  the  Bible. 
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He  withstood  great  persecution  for  his  faith.  For 
years  he  was  accustomed  to  walk  thirty  miles  to 
Messina  to  attend  service.  He  won  the  love  and 
admiration  of  his  enemies.  He  seized  every 
opportunity  for  speaking  for  Christ.  Even  in  his 
declining  days  he  gathered  people  about  him  in 
the  public  gardens,  teaching  them  the  beautiful 
sentences  which  he  had  learned  from  the  Bible. 

*  *  « 

From  a  letter  just  received  from  Mrs. 
Schauftier,  our  Field  Secretary,  we  learn  that  she 
has  made  an  extensive  tour  in  Sicily,  visiting  the 
usual  places  of  historic  interest,  such  as  Taormina, 
Girgenti,  Messina,  Syracuse,  and  Palermo.  But 
she  will  extend  her  visits  to  the  out-of-the-way 
towns,  seldom  visited  by  Americans,  where  the 
Waldensians  are  doing  great  work,  such  as 
Pachino,  Vittoria,  Grotte,  Caltanisetta  and  Riesi. 
She  has  been  giving  attention  to  the  study  of 
Italian,  in  which  she  has  had  a  fair  speaking 
knowledge,  for  several  years.  Signor  Corsani, 
pastor  of  the  Church  at  Messina,  was  Mrs. 
Schauffler’s  guide.  Mrs.  Schauffler’s  later  plans 
include  visits  to  Naples,  several  weeks  in  Rome, 
two  months  in  Florence,  then  to  Torre  Pellice, 
where  she  will  remain  for  the  Synod,  the  first 
week  in  September.  She  sails  for  America  Sept¬ 
ember  20th. 

*  *  * 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Branch  is  a 
fine  piece  of  printing,  filling  twelve  pages,  with 
several  illustrations,  a  complete  list  of  the  more 
than  two  hundred  members  and  contributors, 
and  an  interesting  report-letter  from  Signor 
Mingardi,  pastor  of  the  Waldensian  Church  in 
Riesi,  Sicily.  The  Boston  Branch  besides  giving 
$1,000  toward  the  expenses  of  the  day  school  at 
Riesi,  raised  a  special  fund  of  about  $1,000  to¬ 
ward  repairing  and  decorating  the  church  build- 
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The  Waldensian  Ghurch  at  Pinerolo,  at  the 
entrance  to  the  valleys,  a  prominent  city  during 
the  days  of  persecution,  has  recently  been  re¬ 
opened,  after  extensive  changes  and  improve¬ 
ments.  The  “Inauguration”  ceremony  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Moderator,  Signor  Leger,  and  the 
sermon  was  preached  by  Pastor  V.  A.  Costabel, 
of  Milan. 

*  *  * 

Reverend  Captain  Paolo  Bosio,  M.C.,  D.S.O., 
is  spending  several  weeks  in  England  and  Scot¬ 
land,  as  the  representative  of  the  Waldensian 
Churches  in  Italy.  Captain  Bosio  served  in  the 
Mountain  Artillery,  during  the  war  and  was 
Liaison  Officer  between  the  English  and  Italian 
troops.  He  received  several  decorations  for  con¬ 
spicuous  bravery.  Captain  Bosio  gave  an  initial 
and  well  attended  showing  of  the  Waldensian 
Historical  Film,  in  the  Pavilion  Cinema,  Marble 
Arch,  London,  on  February  22nd.  He  is  the 
eloquent  and  successful  pastor  of  the  Waldensian 
Church  in  Piazza  Cavour,  Rome.  He  speaks 
English  well.  He  will  be  most  heartily  welcomed 
by  friends  of  the  Waldensians,  if  he  ever  comes 
to  America. 

*  *  * 

Reverend  Wallace  Radcliffe,  D.D.,  the  devoted 
friend  of  the  Waldensians,  and  for  several  years 
President  of  the  Washington  Branch,  has  been 
succeeded  by  Mrs.  Douglas  P.  Birnie,  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Society.  The  Germantown  Branch, 
has  modified  its  plan  of  organization,  adopting 
several  of  the  features  of  the  Cleveland  Plan. 
An  Advisory  Council  of  Clergymen  has  been 
formed,  with  the  former  President,  Reverend  W. 
Porter  Lee,  D.D.,  as  Chairman.  The  new  Presi¬ 
dent  is  Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Putnam.  Mrs.  Putnam 
has  accompanied  Mr.  Putnam  on  his  annual  busi¬ 
ness  trip  to  Europe,  and  with  her  children  will 
spend  several  months  in  France  and  Italy,  before 
her  return. 
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U\[ews  Letter 

THE  Presbyterian  Magazine,  the  monthly 
organ  of  the  Boards  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.  S.  A.,  published  in  the  September 
number  an  illustrated  article  on  the  work  of 
the  Waldensian  Church  in  Sicily,  with  a  striking 
heading,  ec Sicily  Oonc[U6T6d  nnd  D olivGVcd.  It  con¬ 
tained  two  pictures  of  the  beautiful  new  temple  at 
Palermo,  of  which  we  speak  on  another  page. 

*  *  * 

Miss  Edna  Colby,  who  has  filled  the  position  of 
Office  Secretary  for  seven  years,  resigned  July  15th 
to  engage  in  business  with  her  brother.  Her  efficient 
service  and  intelligent  devotion  to  the  M^aldensian 
cause  make  all  who  knew  her  regret  her  going.  Her 
place  has  been  filled  by  Miss  Grace  Holmberg,  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  formerly  connected  with  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education  of  The  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.  S.  A. 

*  *  * 

Officers  of  several  of  our  Branch  Societies,  and 

other  friends  of  the  Waldensians,  have  paid  visits 

to  Italy  during  the  past  Summer.  Among  those  of 
whom  we  have  heard,  are  Miss  Anna  Hollenback  of 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  one  of  our  Directors,  Professor 
A.  H.  Barr  of  Chicago,  President  of  the  Chicago 
Branch,  and  Mrs.  Barr,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hardy,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Rochester  Branch,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  C. 
Putnam,  President  of  the  Germantown  Branch. 
Mrs.  John  T.  Stone,  of  Chicago,  has  spent  several 
months  in  Italy. 

*  *  * 


The  General  Secretary  gave  one  of  his  illustrated 
addresses  at  a  well  attended  union  meeting  at  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  in 
the  Berkshires,  Sunday,  July  17th.  Norfolk  has 
been  the  Summer  home  of  Mrs.  Richard  A.  Dorman, 
of  our  Board,  for  many  years.  The  success  of  the 
meeting  was  due  to  her  efforts. 

*  *  * 

The  Buffalo  Branch  had  several  significant  events 
during  the  past  season.  One  of  the  most  successful 
was  the  Annual  Luncheon  at  the  Lafayette  Hotel, 
where  nearly  three  hundred  listened  with  keen  in¬ 
terest  to  the  address  of  Reverend  Kenneth  D. 
Miller,  Secretary  of  The  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  for  Work  in  Europe,  and  a  member  of 
our  Executive  Committee. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  John  F.  Moncrieff,  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  Waldensian  Aid  Society  of  Scotland  from  1883 
to  1923,  recently  passed  away.  To  the  end  of  his 
life  he  was  a  devoted  friend  of  the  Waldensians, 
whom  he  had  visited.  He  wrote  the  little  book, 
“Faithful  for  Centuries,”  which  has  had  an  extended 
use,  in  Great  Britain  and  America.  Secretary  Good¬ 
man  visited  him  at  his  home  in  Edinburgh  in  1923, 
soon  after  his  resignation  because  of  increasing 
blindness.  He  said,  “I  gave  up  the  work  with  much 
regret.  It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  help  the 
Waldensian  cause  so  long,  and  that  it  is  the  last 
piece  of  business  which  I  give  up.” 

*  *  * 

Miss  Charlotte  Beckwith,  only  child  of  General 
Beckwith,  the  great  benefactor  of  the  Waldensians, 
passed  away  at  Torre  Pellice  on  J une  17th.  She 
was  born  at  Torre  Pellice,  in  1863,  shortly  after  the 
death  of  her  father.  Her  mother  was  a  Waldensian. 
She  lived,  all  her  life,  in  the  home  her  father  built. 
She  gave  her  life  for  the  Waldensians,  and  was 
loved  throughout  Italy,  and  especially  by  the  people 
of  the  V alleys  of  Piedmont. 
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THE  WALDENSIAN  EDUCATIONAL  AND 
WELFARE  AGENCIES 

From  an  early  day  the  Waldensians  have  given  a 
prominent  place  to  Christian  education.  One  of  the 
first  steps  towards  recovery  from  the  depressed 
condition,  economically,  educationally  and  socially, 
in  which  Canon  Gilley  found  the  Waldenses  in  the 
visits  which  he  made  to  the  Valleys  in  1823,  was 
the  effort  made  to  give  their  children  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  common  schools.  General  Beckwith’s  great¬ 
est  work  during  his  thirty-five  years  of  devotion  to 
the  Waldenses,  was  probably  the  establishing  of 
the  Latin  School  at  Pomaretto,  and  the  little  day 
schools  numbering  upwards  of  one  hundred  in  the 
seventeen  mountain  parishes. 


The  educational  program,  against  steady  oposi- 
tion  and  poverty,  steadily  expanded,  especially 
after  the  Emancipation  in  1848.  The  College  and 
Normal  School  at  Torre  Pellice  have  had  an  im¬ 
portant  place  in  putting  the  Waldenses  ahead  of 
any  other  section  of  Italy  in  the  reduction  of 
illiteracy.  There  are  no  illiterates  among  the 
Waldenses.  Italy  as  a  whole  is  reported  to  have 
over  thirty  percent  of  illiteracy,  and  Sicily  over 
sixty  percent.  The  story  of  the  Day  Schools  in 
Sicily,  and  their  bearing  on  evangelism  is  a  veri¬ 
table  romance. 


The  only  evangelical-seminary  in  Italy  is  the 
Waldensian  Theological  College  in  Rome.  It  oc¬ 
cupies  a  fine  new  building  near  Piazza  Cavour, 
largely  the  gift  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Kennedy.  There 
are  about  thirty-five  students  including  a  dozen 
from  the  American  Methodist  and  the  English 
Wesleyan  missions.  The  equipment  is  of  the  very 
best,  and  the  faculty  is  composed  of  leaders  of 
rare  culture  and  ability.  The  standard  of  minis¬ 
terial  training  is  high,  the  graduates  often  take 
post-graduate  work  in  the  Universities  of  Europe. 
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Well  managed  hospitals  are  maintained  in  Torre 
Pellice,  and  Pomaretto  in  the  Valleys,  and  in  Turin 
and  Milan.  It  is  hoped,  ere  long,  that  a  Hospital, 
under  Protestant  auspices,  may  be  established  in 
Rome.  The  hospitals  are  modern  in  their  appoint¬ 
ments,  with  thoroughly  trained  nurses  and  medical 
staffs.  - 

At  San  Giovanni-Luserna,  in  the  Valleys  there 
is  a  Training  School  for  Deaconesses,  which  in¬ 
cludes  courses  in  nursing.  Until  recent  years  most 
of  the  trained  Protestant  nurses  came  from  Switz¬ 
erland.  The  Waldensians  are  providing  a  growing 
number  of  expert  nurses,  who  are  members  of 
evangelical  churches. 

A  unique  institution  is  the  Carlo  Alberto  Re¬ 
fugio,  at  San  Giovanni-Luserna,  a  home  for  incur¬ 
ables  of  all  ages.  It  was  established  in  memory  of 
the  first  king  of  modern  Italy,  at  the  semi-centen¬ 
nial  anniversary  of  the  Emancipation  of  1848.  It  is 
charmingly  located  in  an  old  chateau,  on  the 
mountain  side.  It  provides,  as  does  no  other  in¬ 
stitution  in  the  country,  for  cases  beyond  hope  of 
complete  recovery,  from  children  with  infantile 
paralysis,  to  helpless  paralytics  of  all  ages,  feeble¬ 
minded  old  and  young,  and  others  with  non-con¬ 
tagious  diseases.  There  are  about  sixty  people  in 
the  family,  besides  the  limited  but  highly  efficient 
staff.  This  is  one  of  the  most  practical  and  genu¬ 
inely  Christlike  social  enterprises  which  the  writer 
has  even  seen. 


The  Home  for  the  Aged,  of  both  sexes,  at  San 
Germano,  provides  for  about  sixty.  It  was  founded 
during  the  long  pastorate  of  Dr.  Carlo  Alberto 
Tron,  well  known  in  America,  and  has  had  his  con¬ 
stant  attention  since  his  retirement  in  1923.  It  is  a 
beautiful  and  highly  commended  work  of  Christian 
charity,  with  three  buildings  and  a  small  endow¬ 
ment.  Mrs.  Frederic  T.  Ranney  of  Detroit,  made  a 
gift  of  $12,000  in  1926.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the 
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giver,  by  Dr.  Tron  signed  personally  by  sixty-five 
old  people.  Dr.  Tron  says: 

“It  was  very  touching  to  see  those  quivering  hands  writ¬ 
ing  their  names,  some  over  ninety  years  of  age..  •  • 
was  at  the  time  of  worship,  and  you  may  behe :\  e :  t  y 
were  in  earnest  in  signing  and  praying.  Yoa  know  my 
own  gratitude  and  happiness.  My  heart  is  full ^of  joy, 
and  of  a  new  energy.  I  will  send  you  the  plan  of  th 
new  building,  which  ought  to  be  the  memorial  (the  gift 
was  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ranney’s  sister,  who  died  in 
Italy)-  A  number  of  cultivated  people  are  lejoicing  be 
cause  they  hope  to  be  admitted  to  the  new  home. 


The  story  of  the  founding  by  Mrs.  Boyce  in  1869 
of  the  Orphanage  for  Girls,  at  Bordighera,  on  the 
Italian  Riviera,  its  early  struggles,  before  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  death  of  its  founder  and  first  Director 
in  1891,  and  the  gift  of  the  property  to  the  Wal- 
densian  Church,  without  endowment,  are  worthy  of 
extended  space.  For  fourteen  years  it  was  under 
the  direction  of  Pastor  F.  A.  Billour,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  in  1912,  coming  back  from 
America,  with  his  American  wife  for  the  purpose. 
Signor  Billour  was  also  pastor  of  the  near  by 
Church  at  Vallecrosia.  The  Waldensian  rules  do 
not  allow  a  pastor  to  remain  in  a  parish  more  than 
two  periods  of  seven  years  each.  Hence  Signor 
Billour  was  transferred  to  Brindisi  in  September, 
1926,  and  was  succeeded  by  Signor  Arnoldo  Comba, 
brother  of  Guido  Comba,  so  well  known  in  America, 
who  is  Pastor  and  Director  of  the  orphanage  or 
Institute  Femminile  Yaldese.  Provision  is  made 
for  about  seventy  girls,  usually  orphans.  Ihe  eduT 
cational  and  religious  programs  are  of  a  high  order, 
and  the  results  in  the  making  of  sterling  and  use¬ 
ful  Christian  womanhood  are  gratifying.  Having 
no  endowment,  means  the  carrying  of  a  heavy  finan¬ 
cial  load  by  the  Waldensian  Church.  The  net  cost 
is  less  than  $7,000  in  addition  to  the  small  amounts 
contributed  by  relatives  of  some  of  the  girls.  The 
girls  pass  out  into  teaching  or  domestic  service  at 
seventeen.  Some  Americans  who  visit  the  Institute 
and  observe  the  quality  of  the  work  done  share  in 
the  budget.  The  work  deserves  a  much  more  ade¬ 
quate  support. 
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Besides  the  various  institutions,  which  have 
equipment,  there  are  several  voluntary  groups  or 
committees,  giving  sacrificial  service  for  the  physi¬ 
cal,  social  and  moral  welfare  of  needy  folk  in  the 
mountains  and  among  the  poor  of  the  cities.  The 
leading  group  is  the  “Lega  Femminile  Valdese,” 
which  has  its  headquarters  in  Milan.  Garments  are 
made  or  purchased,  especially  for  those  in  sorest 
need,  in  the  homes  of  the  peasants  in  the  Valleys. 
From  the  report  for  the  year  ending  July  first  we 
learn  that  a  total  of  over  15,000  lire  (about  $850) 
was  raised  and  spent,  besides  goods  made  and  im¬ 
port  charges  paid  outside  of  Italy.  The  report 
mentions  the  fact  that  36  outfits  for  babies  and  125 
pieces  of  woolen  garments  w-ere  sent  from  America. 
The  “Lega  Femminile”  of  The  Broom  Street  Tab¬ 
ernacle  of  New  York,  is  mentioned  with  hearty 
thanks.  More  than  200  garments  were  made  by 
members  in  Milan,  and  sold  at  the  Annual  Bazaar 
or  given  to  needy  poor.  The  “Lega”  also  shares  in 
promoting  special  activities  for  young  people  in 
and  around  Milan  and  in  helping  some  to  “have 
the  comfort  of  the  sea-side  cure.” 

*  *  * 

In  connection  with  the  last  days  of  Signor 
Co  mb  a ’s  recent  visit  to  America  several  new  de¬ 
velopments  came  to  expression.  A  keen  interest  was 
found  among  the  Italians  in  Newburgh,  following 
a  visit  from  Signor  Comb  a.  It  resulted  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  offering,  in  a  meeting  promoted  by  Rev¬ 
erend  Moncada,  of  the  Reformed  Church  (Italian). 
A  Waldensian  pastor  of  a  French  congregation  at 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  Reverend  Ulrich  Gay, 
arranged  for  several  meetings  in  Pittsfield  and 
Dalton,  in  May,  which  were  addressed  by  Signor 
Comba  and  Secretary  Goodman.  Great  interest 
and  generous  offerings  resulted  from  Signor 
Comba’s  visits  to  Valdese  and  Statesville,  North 
Carolina.  Branches  may  be  formed  at  these  points. 

*  *  * 
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Our  friends  will  be  glad  to  see  a  picture  of  the 
beautiful  temple  of  the  Waldensian  Church  at 
Palermo,  on  the  first  page  of  the  cover.  An  interior 
view  appeared  in  the  Presbyterian  Magazine  for 
September.  It  was  a  day  of  great  rejoicing,  on 
Sunday,  May  15th,  after  many  long  years,  when 
the  temple  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  cere¬ 
monies.  The  Society  was  represented  by  our 
Western  Field  Secretary,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Schauffler. 
As  this  is  the  finest  building  for  evangelical  wor¬ 
ship  and  work  in  Sicily,  it  was  fitting  that  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  American  Methodist  and  English 
Wesleyan  Missions  should  share  in  the  dedication 
exercises.  The  first  gathering,  following  the  formal 
dedication  was  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Wal¬ 
densian  Churches  of  Sicily,  held  May  16  to  20.  Not 
only  the  Waldensians  hut  all  evangelical  enterprises 
in  Sicily  will  be  helped  by  the  completion  of  this 
splendid  building  in  the  capital  city.  It  cost  $55,000, 
besides  equipment  for  the  flourishing  Day  Schools, 
quarters  for  the  Pastor  and  his  family,  and  teachers 
and  workers.  The  organ  was  the  gift  of  the  New 
York  City  Branch.  There  are  now  Waldensian 
Church  buildings  in  all  of  the  capitals  of  the 
sixteen  Provinces  of  Italy,  except  three. 

*  *  * 

Our  good  friend  Signor  Costabel,  of  Milan,  has 
sent  one  of  his  bundles  of  news  and  comments.  We 
cannot  publish  it  all.  Here  are  several  extracts. 

“Regime  Fascista”  the  organ  of  the  Fascist  opinion  in 
Cremona  had,  November  12,  192(1,  an  important  article  on 
religious  freedom,  from  which  we  quote  a  few  sentences: 

“An  offence  to  the  creed  of  other  people  and  to  then- 
way  of  expressing  it  in  their  public  worship  is  a  sign  of 
intolerance  which  is  no  more  of  our  time  and  worthy  of 
a  civilized  people.”  “It  is  not  admissible  that  a  citizen 
be  condemned  to  public  disgrace  because  his  religious 
cult  is  different  from  that  of  others,  or  that  he  be  in¬ 
sulted  by  those  wrlio  profess  another  cult.  The  law  makes 
no  distinction  between  the  citizens  of  the  State  on  account 
of  their  creed.” 

Such  is  the  authorized  expression  of  the  ruling  opinion 
of  our  Government.  But  in  other  circles  opinions  seem 
to  be  quite  different.  In  one  of  the  largest  churches  in 
Turin  and  before  an  audience  of  several  thousand  people, 
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the  Rev.  Father  Cosuit  Oldra  gave  a  lecture  on  “The 
Death  Penalty  for  Heretics”  in  which  he  mentioned  as 
heretics  the  Waldenses,  and  several  other  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations. 

During  the  month  of  March  there  was  a  great  celebra¬ 
tion  throughout  all  Italy  in  honor  of  S.  Louis  Gonzaga, 
whose  skull  was  carried  about  from  place  to  place  by  a 
large  company  of  bishops  and  priests.  When  they  were 
landing  at  Como,  the  steamboat  foundered  and  went  to 
the  bottom  of  the  lake.  Several  lost  their  lives  and  if 
there  were  no  more  casualties  it  was  due  to  the  untiring 
exertions  of  a  young  boatman  of  great  courage,  who  went 
on  diving  and  rescuing  scores  of  people  in  danger  of 
drowning.  He  saved  many,  but  could  not  save  himself. 
He  suddenly  disappeared  and  his  body  came  to  the  sur¬ 
face  over  a  month  after.  He  was  proclaimed  a  hero  and 
the  municipality  decided  to  give  him  an  imposing  funeral. 
Relatives  came  to  our  pastor  of  Como  and  told  him  that 
he  had  been  brought  up  a  Protestant,  and  they  wanted  a 
Protestant  service  in  our  church.  Pastor  Revel  was  con¬ 
sulted  by  the  Podesta  (a  new  name  for  the  mayor).  Our 
church  was  decorated  by  municipal  agents,  and  on  the 
day  of  the  funeral  a  crowd  of  people  of  high  standing 
were  present  including  even  a  representative  of  the  bishop 
and  a  great  number  of  priests  and  seminarists  waited 
outside  for  lack  of  room. 

When  all  was  over,  the  session  of  our  church  sent  a 
letter  to  the  bishop  to  thank  him  for  his  Christian  co¬ 
operation  and  his  friendly  attitude.  He  answered  with  a 
very  kind  letter  in  which,  however,  he  laid  the  stress  on 
the  civic  cooperation,  without  mentioning  any  Christian 
fellowship.  But  after  all  his  deeds  were  far  better  than 
the  words  he  had  to  use. 

At  Santa  Lucia  di  Quistello  we  have  a  small  congrega¬ 
tion  visited  by  our  evangelist  of  Felonica  Po,  and  a  school 
under  the  direction  of  an  able  teacher.  Miss  Di  Gennaro 
from  Corato,  who  presides  at  the  services  on  week  days 
and  on  Sundays  when  the  evangelist  cannot  come.  She  is 
much  loved  by  the  whole  population  of  the  place,  but 
specially  by  her  pupils,  who,  under  her  instruction  learn 
everything  they  need  and  to  take  part  in  plays  that  are 
always  welcomed  by  the  people.  With  the  money  they 
have  earned  they  have  put  electric  lights  in  the  church, 
where  they  have  used  candles  until  now.  At  their  last 
exhibition,  the  archpriest  who  was  present  expressed 
hearty  approval  and  said  he  wanted  all  his  people  to 
see  such  an  excellent  play. 

Pastor  Hugo  Janni,  the  well-known  lecturer  and 
orator  of  S.  Remo,  who  received  some  time  ago  the  cross 
of  Chevalier  of  the  Crown  of  Italy,  has  received  lately 
a  different  but  equally  well  deserved  distinction  from  the 
University  of  S.  Andrew's  in  Scotland  which  gave  him  the 
hood  and  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

After  a  period  of  experiment  the  Swiss  church  of 
Trieste  has  elected  pastor  Gugliehno  del  Pesco  their  con¬ 
ductor  for  seven  years.  Signor  del  Pesco  who  is  one  of 
our  most  promising  men  will  continue  to  be  the  minister 
of  our  own  church  in  Trieste.  One  result  of  this  election 
will  be  to  give  our  church  a  place  of  worship,  which  until 
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now  we  had  only  through  the  brotherly  kindness  of  the 
.Swiss  church.  We  hope  that,  in  time,  the  two  churches 
will  unite  even  more  closely  and  make  only  one  congre¬ 
gation. 

*  *  * 

We  have  received  letters  of  deep  appreciation 
from  Moderator  Leger  and  Secretary  Rostan,  of 
the  1  avola  in  Rome,  for  the  increased  remittance 
sent  in  August,  due  to  a  special  gift  of  $1,000  from 
one  of  the  great  friends  of  the  Waldensians.  The 
rising  value  of  the  lira  in  Italy  has  increased  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  work  at  the  old  standard  by 
more  than  $10,000  for  1927,  as  compared  with  1926. 
We  are  grateful  that  America  has  shared  this 
burden. 

*  *  * 

Reverend  John  T.  Reeve,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  The 
South  Presbyterian  Church  of  Syracuse,  formerly 
President  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch,  has  con¬ 
sented  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  the  Syracuse 
Branch. 

*  *  * 

During  his  recent  visit  to  America  Signor  Comba 
visited  a  number  of  the  Italian  Churches.  In  re¬ 
sponse  to  our  recpiest  he  has  written  the  following 
statement  about  the  conditions  of  these  churches. 

I  found  that  the  work  in  the  Italian  Churches  in 
America  had  become  more  difficult  than  it  was  in  pre¬ 
vious  years.  But  I  believe  that  with  the  proper  kind  of 
a  ministry  the  results  that  can  be  gathered  are  of  a  finer 
quality.  The  Italian  ministers  have  to  fight  against  many 
odds,  prejudice,  ignorance,  and  unfortunate  conditions. 
But  almost  everywhere  collections  were  taken  for  our 
work  in  Italian  churches,  which  shows  their  interest  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  gospel  in  Italy. 

1  he  average  Italian  is  intelligent,  and  if  properly 
trained  he  may  become  an  important  factor  in  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere.  .  .  .  His  qualities  are  sentiment 
and  in  that  line  he  beats  many  others.  This  can  be  de¬ 
veloped  by  Christianity.  From  my  tour  in  America  I 
found  a  common  ground  of  understanding  with  every 
one.  because  we  reached  an  atmosphere,  which  the  large 
number  do  not  reach,  above  nationalistic  and  racial 
standards. 

"I  tried  to  impress  upon  my  friends  the  necessity  to 
give  their  support,  both  financial  and  spiritual,  without 
forgetting  to  accept  in  their  mind  and  heart,  the  idea  of 
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throwing  aside  the  American  view  of  things.  1  his  helps 
people  to  realize  that  one  loves  them. 

I  found  the  Americans  usually  responsive,  also,  to 
these  views.  I  found  the  Italians  also  interested  in  toler¬ 
ance,  though  they  understood  the  necessity  of  standing 
for  our  principles,  without  which  there  would  be  no  rea¬ 
son  for  us  to  exist.” 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Schauffler  in  Florence. — Mrs.  Schauffler 
has  written  at  length  regarding  several  of  her  un¬ 
usual  experiences  in  Italy.  She  spent  several  weeks 
in  Florence  and  came  into  close  touch  with  the 
Gould  Flome,  the  orphanage  for  boys. 

The  Gould  Home  occupies  the  Salviati  Palace  on 
Via  Serragli  which  for  sixty  years  was  used  for  the 
Waldensian  Seminary,  removed  to  the  new  building 
in  Rome  in  1922.  The  Gould  Home  in  Rome  was 
then  moved  to  Florence.  It  is  filled  to  its  capacity 
with  boys,  who  are  orphans,  about  twenty-five  in 
all,  where  a  splendid  work  is  done,  educational  and 
spiritual.  The  Gould  Home  has  an  important  place 
in  the  community  life  at  Florence,  helping  many 
boys  in  addition  to  those  who  are  members  of  its 
family. 

The  following  quotations  from  Mrs.  Schauifier’s 
letter  gives  glimpses  of  her  impressions  of  the 
Gould  Home: 

“I  took  Mrs.  John  Timothy  Stone  with  me  all  over  the 
Institute.  She  and  Dr.  Stone’s  two  sisters  were  in  Rome 
when  I  got  back  from  Sicily,  April  1st,  and  I  was  with 
them  constantly,  acting  as  guide  and  seeing  a  good  bit  of 
Rome,  as  also  here,  where  we  were  also  in  constant  touch 
with  each  other. 

“In  Mrs.  Kennedy’s  name  I  made  a  gift  to  the  Gould 
Boys  for  a  little  country  outing.  Signor  Sommani  (the 
pastor  and  director)  asked  if  the  boys  might  sing  and 
play  for  me  one  evening  in  the  handsome  assembly  hall 
of  the  old  Salviati  Palace.  So  it  was  arranged  and  I 
invited  some  of  my  friends,  including  the  Stones,  and  we 
had  a  most  delightful  evening.  The  ‘Gouldini’  under 
Signor  Sommani’s  direction  acquitted  themselves  credit¬ 
ably,  playing  different  instruments  and  so  forming  a 
little  orchestra,  singing,  and  giving  solo  instrumental 
work.  I  was  delighted,  as  we  all  were.  After  a  little 
musical  harvest  scene  was  acted  out  for  us,  as  a  final 
number,  I  asked  if  they  would  like  to  have  us  sing 
‘America’  for  them,  'they  were  eager  to  hear  it,  so  I 
played,  taking  Signor  Sommani’s  place  at  the  organ,  and 
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made  my  fellow  country  men  sing,  and  we  were  roundly 
applauded. 

“The  Service  in  the  Serragli  Church  on  the  Day  of 
Pentecost,  with  the  beautiful  communion  service,  and  the 
admission  of  four  young  people  (a  young  woman  and 
three  young  men)  was  something  I  shall  always  remem¬ 
ber. 

“The  choir  of  Gould  Boys,  with  one  at  the  organ,  sang 
beautifully,  the  voices  true,  clear  and  unforced,  anti 
simply  trained.  They  sang  an  ‘Agnus  Dei,’  which  Signor 
Sommani  composed,  which  was  worthy  of  any  large 
church.  It  was  tilled  with  a  fine,  intelligent  congregation. 

“One  Sunday  morning  when  the  last  morning  service 
for  the  summer  was  taking  place  in  the  Serragli  Church, 
I  found  Miss  Hollenback  of  Wilkes-Barre  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  I  took  her  over  the  Gould  Institute  and  saw 
that  she  met  Signor  and  Signora  Sommani.  She  seemed 
much  interested.  I  wish  more  Americans  would  attend 
service  in  the  Waldensian  Churches.” 

*  *  * 

Miss  Emily  Ogden  Butler,  Honorary  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  this  Society,  passed  away  July  25th.  Among 
her  many  interests  she  had,  for  years,  maintained 


to  participate  m  tne  Annual  "resta  in  ceieorauon 
of  The  Glorious  Return,  in  1689.  It  was  partici¬ 
pated  in  by  over  1,500  people,  pastors  and  members 
of  the  seventeen  mountain  parishes.  Her  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  climb  up  the  mountains,  almost  to  the 
borders  of  France,  and  the  all  day  program  at 
Pra  del  Torno,  are  graphic  and  soul  stirring.  We 
regret  that  space  cannot  be  given  to  the  story  in 
this  number. 

*  *  * 
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How  is  the  evangel  affecting  the  lives  of  the 
people  of  Sicily?  We  find,  in  The  T  oice  from  Italy 
for  July  the  following  quotations  from  a  letter 
from  a  young  man  connected  with  the  Church  in 
Riesi,  who  is  in  the  army,  to  his  family. 

“Hypocrisy  I  cannot  abide.  If  I  have  won  the  esteem 
of  my  officers,  it  is  because  of  my  sincere  conduct,  with¬ 
out  trickery  and  for  no  other  reason.  ...  I  thank  you  for 
trying  to  get  Signor  B.  to  recommend  me  to  our  Colonel, 
blit  I  beg  you  not  to  do  so.  I  hope,  by  God’s  help,  to  get 
on  alone.  This  is  not  pride,  but  such  recommendations 
are  for  weaklings  who  are  not  very  keen  on  doing  then- 
duty.  .  .  .  Several  of  my  comrades  sympathize  with  us 
Evangelicals,  and  I  hope  they  may  become  true  ones  them¬ 
selves.  Dear  father,  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have 
been  ill,  and  I  can  only  give  you  Christ’s  words,  ‘believe 
and  you  will  be  saved,’  not  only  your  body  but,  what  is 
worth  far  more,  your  souh  ...  I  have  believed  in  Christ 
and  am  saved  both  bodily  and  spiritually.  ...  I  have 
made  another  friend,  a  Sardinian,  who  was  an  atheist, 
but  now  believes  in  the  gospel  together  with  two  other 
comrades  who  are  Romanists.  As  it  is  not  possible  to  pray 
in  the  barracks,  we  have  found  a  small  room  outside 
where  we  meet  on  Sunday  evenings  and  on  free  days.” 


The  Montclair  Branch  gave  Signor  Comba  a 
farewell  tea,  a  few  days  before  his  return  to  Italy 
on  May  14th,  in  connection  with  its  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing.  It  was  a  delightful  occasion,  not  alone  because 
of  the  fine  address  of  Signor  Comba,  and  the  gra¬ 
cious  introductory  remarks  of  the  Chairman,  Rev¬ 
erend  Archibald  Black,  the  social  fellowship  and 
the  large  attendance,  but  especially  that  it  marked 
the  happy  conclusion  of  the  second  year  of  this 
growing  Branch. 
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In  the  Garden.  Boys  of  the  Gould  Home,  Florence 


The  Waldensian  film,  produced  in  Italy  in  1925, 
but  never  released,  was  sent  to  America  in  April, 
1926.  It  was  given  a  private  showing  in  the  Roose¬ 
velt  House  in  New  York  in  May,  1926,  before  a 
selected  number  of  friends  of  the  Waldensians  and 
experts.  After  the  showing,  in  the  judgment  of 
many  who  saw  it,  it  was  decided  that,  to  be  suit¬ 
able  to  use  in  America,  several  changes  and  elim¬ 
inations  should  be  made,  and  the  number  of  reels 
reduced.  In  view  of  the  probable  cost,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  decided  that  The  Society  could  not 
undertake  the  task  of  editing,  promoting  and  hand¬ 
ling  the  film.  At  the  request  of  the  owners  in  Italy, 
and  the  Waldensian  Tavola,  Rev.  Joseph  Brunn,  of 
New  York  and  Signor  Guido  Comba,  undertook  to 
find  a  way  by  which  the  film  could  be  used  in 
America,  with  the  hope  of  reimbursing  the  owners 
for  all  or  part  of  the  initial  cost.  They  made  a 
contract  with  The  Luther  Film  Division,  Inc., 
which  produced  and  distributed  that  successful 
screen  classic,  “Martin  Luther,  His  Life  and  Time.” 
There  are  so  many  features  in  the  Waldensian  film, 
of  rare  interest,  scenic  beauty  and  historic  signi¬ 
ficance  that  we  are  glad  to  announce  that  the  film, 
in  seven  reels,  under  the  title,  “Faithful  for  Cen¬ 
turies”  will  soon  be  available  for  rental  at  a  reason¬ 
able  cost.  All  inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the 
producers,  THE  LUTHER  FILM  DIVISION, 
INC.,  #132  West  46th  St.,  New  York.  While  the 
American  Waldensian  Aid  Society  is  not  respon¬ 
sible  in  any  way  for  the  making,  editing  or  renting 
the  film,  we  hope  it  may  serve  to  awaken  and 
increase  the  interest  in  the  pre-reformation  and 
post-reformation  story  of  this,  oldest  evangelical 
Church  in  the  world,  to  whom  John  Huss,  Martin 
Luther  and  others  of  the  great  leaders  of  the 
evangelical  cause  in  the  fourteenth  to  the  seven¬ 
teenth  centuries,  were  debtors. 

*  *  *  * 
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The  Refugio,  San  Giovanni-Luserna.  One  of  four  buildings 


Interior,  the  Palermo  Temple,  looking  from,  the  Pulpit 
The  organ  given  by  New  York  Branch 


The  College  at  Torre  Pellice,  Italy 
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HE  total  remittances  to  Italy  for  1927 


amounted  to  $38,500  compared  with  $30,500 


for  1926.  This  is  especially  gratifying  when 


we  find  that  of  the  forty  Branches,  twenty- 
three  showed  a  slight  decline  in  collections. 

The  Pittsburgh  Branch  showed  its  greatest  ad¬ 
vance.  The  total  reached  was  $5,050  compared  with 
$1,311  for  1926.  The  following  are  the  thirteen 
Branches  which  made  gains:  Buffalo,  Elizabeth, 
Germantown,  Harrisburg,  Italian  Branch,  Mont¬ 
clair,  New  Brunswick,  New  York,  Pittsburgh, 
Poughkeepsie,  Syracuse,  Washington  and  Mil¬ 
waukee. 


The  National  office  has  just  issued  a  new  form  of 
receipt  bound  in  books  of  one  hundred  each,  with 
the  name  of  the  Branch.  They  have  been  offered 
without  cost  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  Branches. 
Fifteen  Branches  have  accepted  the  offer. 


*  *  * 


The  General  Secretary  gave  one  of  his  Walden- 
sian  illustrated  lectures  at  the  Italian  Branch  of 
the  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church,  West  New 
Brighton,  Staten  Island,  in  January. 


*  *  * 


A  recent  letter  from  Signor  Rostan,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Tavola,  tells  of  the  serious  illness 
of  greatly  loved  Moderator  Signor  Leger  of  the 
Waldensian  Church.  A  minor  operation  was  per¬ 
formed  on  September  26th  at  the  Waldensian 
Hospital  at  Turin.  The  Moderator  is  still  con¬ 
fined  to  the  hospital  with  a  slight  improvement. 
Every  friend  will  be  glad  to  join  in  the  volume  of 
intercession  sent  forth  by  the  anxious  Waldensians 
throughout  Italy. 


OUR  PICTURES — We  are  pleased  with  our 
pictures  in  this  issue.  Each  suggests  a  distinct 
phase  of  the  work  in  Italy  for  1927. 

Our  cover  presents  Alberto  di  Palma,  one  of  the 
boys  in  the  Gould  Home  for  Boys  at  Florence. 
Albert  won  recognition  for  the  Gould  Home  in  the 
efforts  made  to  win  a  prize  in  Premier  Mussolini’s 
“Battle  of  Wheat”  last  year.  They  grow  fruit, 
flowers  and  vegetables.  The  cut  has  been  loaned  by 
the  Buffalo  Branch  which  has  had  a  large  interest 

in  this  work  for  years. 

*  *  * 

The  inside  cover  picture  represents  the  beautiful 
temple  of  the  Waldensians  at  Pinerolo,  built  many 
years  ago,  but  remodelled  and  redecorated  in  1927. 
It  faces  a  pretty  little  public  park,  looking  east¬ 
ward  towards  the  old  hillside  convent,  where  in 
the  days  of  persecution  Waldensian  children  were 
taken  from  the  Valleys  and  kept  prisoners  and 
trained  in  the  Roman  faith.  Pinerolo  is  about  mid¬ 
way  between  Turin  and  Torre  Pellice  at  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Valleys.  The  church  has  a  member¬ 
ship  of  428,  maintains  three  Sunday  schools,  en¬ 
rolling  116.  They  report  32  catechumens  in  train¬ 
ing  for  full  membership  and  admitted  12  last  year. 

*  *  * 

The  pictures  on  page  15  and  16  represent  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  work  of  Felonico  Po,  in  the  northeast 
district,  between  Florence  and  Venice.  The  evan¬ 
gelist-pastor  Signor  Varvelli  was  for  several  years 
at  Brindisi.  The  picture  represents  one  section 
only  of  the  thriving  Sunday  School.  The  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  is  related  to  this  church.  The  church  has  131 
members;  admitted  16  to  full  membership  in  1927. 
At  the  Christmas  communion  service  in  1926,  115 
came  to  the  Lord’s  table. 

*  *  * 

Many  friends  who  have  learned  through  the  press 
of  the  revived  discussion  regarding  the  restoration 
of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  have  asked 


whether  the  situation  of  the  Waldensians  in  their 
relation  to  the  Government  has  changed.  To  all 
such,  we  say  that  nothing  has  occurred  in  recent 
months  to  lessen  the  significance  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  Premier  in  a  conversation  with  the 
Moderator  last  year.  In  that  interview, 

“the  Hon.  Mussolini  assured  him  that  religious  liberty 
would  be  respected  in  Italy,  and  the  recent  law  (Pub- 
lica  Sicurezza)  passed  by  the  Fascist  Government  con¬ 
firmed  this  promise,  decreeing  heavy  penalty  on  those 
who  offend  any  of  the  Churches  recognized  by  the 
State  or  who  insult  their  ministers,  or  who  disturb 
their  worship.  There  are  in  this  new  law  some  special 
guarantees  which  concern  only  the  religion  of  the 
State,  that  is,  the  Homan  Church,  but  at  the  same 
time  full  liberty  is  sanctioned  for  all  Churches  regu¬ 
larly  recognized :  and  if  at  times  fanatics  have  tried 
to  disturb  the  meetings  of  the  Italian  Protestants,  the 
Central  Authorities,  on  being  informed,  have  always 
seen  to  it  that  the  law  was  fully  respected.” 

*  *  * 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Home  for  the  Aged 
at  San  Germano,  Chisone,  for  1927,  shows  many 
interesting  details  of  this  work,  so  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  American  friends  who  have  visited  it. 
The  family  represents  twenty-seven  Waldensian 
Communities  in  the  Valleys  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
peninsula.  There  are  sixty-six  men  and  women. 
Of  this  number  forty-one  are  Protestant  by  birth 
and  twenty-four  evangelicals  by  choice.  The  four 
buildings  are  full.  The  new  building  in  memory  of 
the  sister  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Ranney  of  Detroit  appears 
in  a  new  picture.  This  building,  especially  for  the 
pensionants,  rests  on  a  beautiful  hillside  facing  the 
east  and  overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Chisone  River. 
The  total  net  cost  of  the  extensive  work  was  only 
lire  66,828  (about  $4,150).  Fine  gardens  and  or¬ 
chards  produce  much  of  the  food  required.  It  is 
both  surprising  and  gratifying  that  the  year  closed 
with  a  balance  of  lire  233  ($14.00).  Dr.  Carlo 
Alberto  Tron,  so  well  known  in  America,  finds 
great  joy  in  the  results  of  his  years  of  devotion  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  this  beautiful  enter¬ 
prise  in  these  days  of  his  enforced  cessation  of 
work  in  his  home  in  Torre  Pellice. 
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The  October  issue  of  the  Missionary  Review  of 
the  World,  which  contained  a  sketch  of  the  work 
in  Sicily  and  a  picture  of  the  Palermo  Church,  was 
sent  to  all  of  the  Directors  of  this  Society  and 
many  of  the  Waldensian  pastors,  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  the  Editor,  Mr.  Delavan  L.  Pierson. 

*  *  * 

The  General  Secretary  gave  a  series  of  illus¬ 
trated  lectures  on  Waldensian  history  in  the 
Forum  of  the  Brooklyn  Central  Y.  M.  C.  A.  They 
had  audiences  of  about  two  hundred  each.  A  great 
many  pieces  of  historical  literature  were  called  for 
by  the  hearers. 

*  *  * 

Our  Field  Secretary,  Mrs.  Schauffler  spent  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  in  the  East  on  her  return  from  Italy 
and  addressed  special  meetings  in  Germantown, 
Boston,  New  York,  Albany,  Syracuse,  Cleveland, 
Detroit,  Princeton  and  Montclair. 

*  *  * 

In  connection  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Germantown  Branch,  January  4th,  Mr.  Goodman 
gave  a  stereopticon  lecture  before  a  largely  at¬ 
tended  special  meeting  of  the  Mount  Airy  Presby¬ 
terian  Women’s  Bible  Class.  Many  of  the  members 
of  this  great  class  are  members  of  the  Waldensian 
Branch. 

*  *  * 

Following  the  meeting  of  the  Waldensian  Synod 
in  September  last  a  movement  was  launched  to  meet 
a  serious  financial  situation  in  the  churches  in  the 
first  district,  which  includes  the  seventeen  valley 
parishes.  A  special  commission  of  laymen  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  visit  all  of  the  congregations  and  present 
a  plan  which  would  provide  not  only  for  the  annual 
deficit  but  also  increase  their  gifts  to  the  social 
and  missionary  agencies  of  their  churches.  “LA 
LUCE,”  published  on  November  16th,  the  plan  of 
this  commission  under  the  striking  heading,  THE 
FINANCIAL  INDEPENDENCE  OF  THE 
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WALDENSIAN  CHURCH.  Since  this  plan  was 
announced  the  commission  has  visited  the  churches 
and  practically  all  have  accepted  their  quotas  and 
are  raising  the  money.  Most  of  it  will  come  at 
great  self-sacrifice.  The  success  of  this  mutual 
effort  will  have  a  splendid  effect  not  only  on  the 
churches  involved  but  in  what  it  will  suggest  to  the 
mission  churches  in  other  parts  of  Italy.  We  pre¬ 
dict  that  it  will  increase  the  interest  already  taken 
by  their  friends  in  America. 

*  *  * 

Professor  W.  H.  Oxtoby,  D.D.,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  American  Waldensian  Aid  Society,  has 
recently  been  honored  by  being  elected  to  the 
Moderatorship  of  the  Synod  of  California. 

*  *  * 

February  17,  1928,  Carlo  Alberto  Day,  will  be  the 
eightieth  Anniversary  of  the  granting  of  the  rights 
of  citizenship  to  the  Waldensians  in  1848.  It  will 
be  widely  celebrated  throughout  Italy. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Giovanni  Tron,  a  Waldensian  by  birth,  born 
while  his  father  was  a  missionary  in  Sicily,  a 
graduate  of  the  university  of  Genoa  and  later  re¬ 
ceiving  his  M.A.  from  Columbia,  has  just  been 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Italian  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Montclair,  N.  J.  Mr.  Tron  is  teaching 
Italian  language  and  literature  in  Bloomfield  Semi¬ 
nary,  where  there  are  sixteen  Italian  students 
studying  for  the  ministry.  Mr.  Tron  has  spoken 
with  great  acceptance  before  several  of  our 
Branches.  It  is  an  interesting  coincidence  that  the 
church  visitor  of  this  congregation  is  also  a  Wal¬ 
densian,  Miss  Marguerite  Cairus,  from  Villar  Pel- 
lice.  Mr.  Tron’s  brother  is  pastor  at  Bobbio  Pel- 
lice.  Mrs.  Tron  was  converted  during  his  mission¬ 
ary  training  in  the  Abruzzi.  His  two  children,  one 
only  five,  speak  Italian,  French  and  Spanish  as  well 
as  English. 

*  *  * 
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In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Schauffler  from  Signor  Amoto 
Billour,  a  son  of  the  former  director  of  the  Girls’ 
orphanage  at  Bordighera,  now  at  Evangelist  ai 
Pescolanciano,  in  the  Abruzzi,  there  are  many  items 
of  interest,  quaint  situations  and  odd  experiences. 
In  a  description  of  the  Christmas  Eve  celebration 
at  Castelevere,  a  mountain  village,  he  says,  “Things 
went  off  well.  I  had  little  time  to  train  the  chil¬ 
dren,  but  they  were  full  of  good  will  and  recited 
rather  well.  The  little  ones  covered  themselves 
with  glory.  How  sweet  and  extra  expansive  they 
were.  One  little  girl  was  so  tickled  that  she  has 
already  learned  a  recitation  for  next  Christmas.” 

“I  like  the  people  down  there  so  much.  They  attend 
the  services  so  regularly  and  put  so  much  heart  in 
them  and  always  hunt  up  some  neighbor  to  bring 
with  them  so  that  the  hall  should  be  full.  I  go  with¬ 
in  a  month  to  a  small  town  called  Matrid  a  few  miles 
out  of  Campobasso. 

“We  have  no  hall  for  our  services,  so  we  hold  them 
now  in  the  house  of  one  of  the  church  members  down 
there,  now  in  that  of  another  of  them.  Some  time  ago 
I  held  such  a  fine  service  there  as  to  the  numerous 
audience  as  to  the  pleasure  they  listened  to  me  with. 
One  of  the  church  members  had  just  killed  a  pig 
which  was  hanging  up  in  one  of  the  corners  of  the 
room.  At  these  occasions  they  often  invite  their  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  to  sup  with  them.  He  thus  had  the 
house  full  of  people  so  he  insisted  on  having  the  ser¬ 
vice  held  in  his  house  that  evening. 

“When  I  commenced  the  service  I  was  a  little  em- 
barressed  as  the  dead  pig  was  hanging  up  just  in 
front  of  me,  but  then  I  forgot  entirely  about  him  and 
in  a  way  had  to  be  glad  about  his  death — as  it  was 
owing  to  that  that  our  audience  was  more  than  good 
that  evening.  These  evenings  it  seems  to  me  that  I 
am  a  little  like  Christ,  that  is,  the  evening  I  hold  the 
service  in  the  house  of  a  carpenter  and  we  often  have 
to  unite  ourselves  in  his  shop.  At  these  services  we 
are  half  sitting  on  chairs  and  the  other  half  on  the 
benches.  Up  here  they  have  large  boxes  in  which  they 
make  the  bread.  Well,  one  evening  the  children  put 
their  low  chairs  on  the  top  of  the  bread  box  and  it 
was  quaint  and  exquisite  to  see  those  ten  children  up 
there  so  happy  and  content  while  they  assisted  our 
service.  Many  outsiders  frequent  the  service  and  we 
hope  soon  to  have  a  hall  for  our  services.” 

*  *  * 

Signor  Carlo  Lupo,  who  was  the  evangelist  in 
charge  of  the  wonderful  little  church  at  Orsara 
de  Puglia,  high  up  in  the  Apennines,  when  Mr. 
Goodman  made  his  tour  in  1925,  is  engaged  in  con¬ 
ducting  evangelistic  meetings  and  conferences  in 
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the  Valley  parishes.  His  home  is  in  Turin.  He  was 
a  highly  educated  officer  in  the  Army  but  an 
avowed  agnostic.  He  was  led  to  confess  Christ 
during  the  closing  days  of  the  war  through  the 
gift  of  a  testament  from  a  chaplain  in  the  English 
regiment  stationed  near  his  own.  He  took  special 
theological  training  in  the  Seminary  in  Rome.  He 
is  an  orator  of  power  and  a  cultivated  musician. 
His  wife  is  a  daughter  of  a  well-known  chocolate 
manufacturer  in  Turin,  a  Waldensian  by  birth. 

*  *  * 

The  many  friends  of  Madame  Angelini  will  be 
gratified  to  know  of  her  fine  cooperation  with  some 
of  the  Branches  of  the  Waldensian  Society  during 
her  extended  visit  in  America.  She  gave  the  an¬ 
nual  address  before  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  in  De¬ 
cember  and  made  a  deep  impression.  Several  other 
Branches  have  enjoyed  her  messages. 

*  *  * 

Encouraging  reports  come  from  the  two  churches 
at  Florence.  Dr.  E.  Meynier  is  pastor  of  the 
church  on  Via  Manzoni.  They  have  194  members 
adding  18  last  year.  Dr.  Meynier  and  his  family 
suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  his  son,  Fer¬ 
nando,  a  university  student.  This  sorrow  was 
shared  by  the  entire  church,  which  knew  and  loved 
this  gifted  young  man.  There  is  a  splendid  group 
of  young  men  affiliated  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In¬ 
creased  contributions  are  noted.  The  other  church 
on  Via  Serragli,  to  which  the  Gould  Institute  for 
Boys  is  related,  has  147  members  admitting  5  last 
year.  We  mentioned  in  a  previous  number  of  the 
News  Letter  the  fine  work  for  boys  in  the  Gould 
Home  and  in  the  community,  under  the  splendid 
leadership  of  Pastor  V.  Sommani.  The  Treasurer 
of  the  Church,  G.  B.  Giorgini,  is  also  the  President 
of  the  recently  organized  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Florence. 
He  spent  several  weeks  in  America,  where  he  has 
many  friends  and  business  connections  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Italy  just  before  Christmas. 
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In  connection  with  the  Christmas  festivities  of 
the  Waldensian  church  in  Venice  the  Sixtieth 
Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  church  was 
celebrated.  We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  souvenir  book  prepared  for  the  occasion.  It 
has  a  historical  outline  of  the  many  attempts  to 
give  the  evangel  to  Venice,  from  1520,  when  Wal¬ 
densian  barbe  circulated  the  scriptures  and  main¬ 
tained  a  center.  In  1528  Luther  wrote  to  Zwingli, 
“I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  Venetians  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  word  of  God.’  Detailed  reference  is 
made  to  events  in  the  following  centuries.  In  1866 
Venice  was  reunited  to  Italy  and  steps  were  taken 
to  collect  the  scattered  lovers  of  evangelical  truth. 
On  Christmas  day,  1867,  the  work  was  done  and 
the  “La  Chiesa  Evangelica  Valdese  di  Venezia’’ 
was  formed.  The  fiftieth  anniversary  could  not  be 
celebrated  in  1917  on  account  of  the  war.  The 
book  contains  pictures  of  nearly  all  of  the  pastors 
and  evangelists  who  have  served  the  church.  The 
real  founder  was  Signor  Emilio  Comba  who  served 
from  1867  to  1872.  Other  names,  which  have  had 
a  place  in  all  Waldensian  history,  appear  in  the 
honor  roll  such  as  G.  P.  Pons  (1872),  E.  H.  Mielle 
(1878),  Bartholomeo  Pons  (1880),  G.  S.  Tron 
(1889),  B.  Revel  (1901),  B.  Alle  (1904),  G.  B. 
Buffa  (1910),  A.  Balmas  (1921),  Davide  Revel 
(1923),  E.  Revior  (1925),  Giovanni  Bertinnati 
(1925  to  date).  There  are  pictures  of  the  church 
located  in  Piazza  Cavagnis  on  one  of  the  canals, 
not  five  minutes’  walk  from  St.  Mark’s.  In  the 
same  building  the  Unione  Evangelica  (Y.  M.  C.  A.) 
formed  also  in  1867  has  its  rooms.  When  you  visit 
Venice  why  not  give  yourself  the  thrill  of  seeing 
this  significant  enterprise,  which  represents  sixty 
years  of  effort  to  proclaim  the  evangel  in  this 
beautiful  city  in  the  sea?  Ask  our  office  for  let¬ 
ters  to  the  pastors  of  the  Waldensian  churches. 
You  will  help  and  be  helped  by  the  contacts. 
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The  church  at  Lake  Como,  Pastor  Davide  Revel 
reports  a  successful  year.  They  have  180  members 
and  added  46  last  year.  The  church  has  made  dis¬ 
tinct  progress,  especially  in  welfare  activities 
through  its  various  organizations  for  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  sick,  of  which  there  are  many  in  this 
health  resort.  *  *  * 

Orsara  di  Puglia,  that  mountain  town  with  the 
old  abandoned  monastery,  in  which  the  Waldensian 
Manse  is  located,  is  still  continuing  its  evangelistic 
work,  under  distressing  limitations.  They  have  only 
a  small  store,  on  a  narrow  side  street,  with  no 
openings  but  the  front  door  and  windows.  Mr. 
Goodman  will  never  forget  the  thrill  of  the  service 
he  attended  with  Moderator  Leger,  with  the  crowd 
filling  the  place  and  many  standing  in  the  door  and 
street.  Pastor  Salerno  says  that  “the  work  of 
evangelization  has  continued  with  vigor  and  suc¬ 
cess,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  population.  Seven 
young  men  from  18  to  24  united  with  the  Church 

on  the  day  of  Pentecost.”  The  membership  is  80. 

*  *  * 

The  Church  at  Nice,  though  over  the  border  in 
France,  reports  to  the  Waldensian  Synod.  The 
pastor  is  Signor  Alberto  Prochet,  one  of  the  long 
line  of  illustrious  men  of  that  honored  name  in 
Waldensian  history.  There  are  311  members  in 
this  church.  Pastor  Prochet  speaks  encouragingly 
of  the  work  for  the  previous  year,  calling  attention 
to  distinct  lines  of  advance,  in  attendance  at  the 
regular  service,  growing  spiritual  interest  indicated 
especially  in  the  participation  in  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion,  celebrated  each  month,  boys’  work,  im¬ 
proved  congregational  and  choral  singing,  Bible 
study  and  contributions  are  marked  features.  We 
suggest  that  our  American  friends  who  visit  the 
Riviera  cheer  the  pastor  by  visiting  him  and  look¬ 
ing  into  the  activities  of  this  important  center  of 
evangelical  work  in  a  field  with  many  peculiar 
difficulties. 
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Signor  V.  Alberto  Costabel,  Pastor  of  the  oldest 
church  in  Milan,  has  many  friends  in  America.  The 
church  occupies  the  historic  remnants  of  the  famous 
Church  San  Giovanni  in  Conca,  built  in  the  Seventh 
Century,  on  the  foundations  of  the  Church  of  St. 
Ambrose,  built  in  the  Fourth  Century,  where  St. 
Augustine  was  baptized,  and  where,  tradition  says, 
the  Te  Deum  was  first  sung.  This  great  historic 
monument  to  the  beginning  of  Christian  worship 
in  Milan  is  less  than  five  minutes’  walk  from  the 
great  Cathedral,  which  no  visitor  to  Milan  misses 
visiting.  There  are  395  members  of  the  Waldensian 
Church  and  20  were  added  last  year. 

There  is  a  Second  Church  with  124  members,  of 
which  Signor  Emilie  Rivoir  is  pastor. 

•»  *  # 

The  Tavola  has  approved  the  plan  of  dividing 
the  two  congregations  of  the  church  in  Rome,  so 
that  the  local  community  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
temple  at  Piazza  Cavour  can  be  more  fully  organ¬ 
ized  and  its  several  groups  of  workers  given  a  more 
pronounced  identity.  Pastor  Paolo  Bosio  will  have 
a  distinct  responsibility  for  the  work  in  the  Cor¬ 
nelius  Baker  Memorial  Church  in  Piazza  Cavour 
and  Pastor  Bonnett  at  the  older  church  in  Via 
Quattro  Novembre.  A  Community  membership 
will  be  developed  in  the  new  church.  Both  congre¬ 
gations  will  unite  in  communion  services  and  the 
Sunday  morning  hour  of  worship.  At  the  com¬ 
munion  service  on  Christmas  day  300  participated. 
From  a  letter  received  a  few  days  ago  we  quote 
the  following:  “On  the  Sunday  before  Christmas  we 
had  a  splendid  service  in  the  church  at  Piazza 
Cavour.  Signor  Bosio  preached  an  inspired  sermon 
before  a  large  audience  (many  Roman  Catholics 
were  present)  and  then  received  publicly  in  full 
membership  five  new  brethren,  all  coming  from 
Roman  Catholicism,  a  captain,  an  advocate  and 
his  wife  and  two  others.” 
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The  Waldensian  Federation,  formed  in  1926  by 
Waldensians  in  America,  raised  $439.35  in  1927, 
which  was  transmitted  through  this  Society  to  the 
Tavola  for  the  work  in  Italy.  The  Italian  Branch 
composed  almost  wholly  of  Italian  ministers,  raised 

$598.25  compared  with  $525  in  1926. 

*  *  * 

The  new  church  at  Fiume,  organized  after  the 
Armistice,  has  had  a  splendid  year  under  its  new 
pastor  Corrado  Jalla,  the  successor  of  Signof 
Arnaldo  Comba,  brother  of  our  friend  Guido 
Comba,  who  laid  strong  foundations  during  his 
four  years  pastorate.  The  total  membership  is  150 
with  16  additions  last  year,  of  whom  14  were  new. 
Pastor  Jalla  also  serves  the  church  at  Abbazia, 
where  7  new  members  were  added,  with  a  total  of 
52.  There  is  noted  the  fine  spirit  of  cooperation 
here,  shown  by  the  German  and  Hungarian  Protes¬ 
tants,  who  share  in  the  Waldensian  services.  There 
is  a  similar  happy  spirit  of  fellowship  with  the 
Lutheran  Christians  at  Fiume. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Cornelius  Woelfkin,  D.D.,  Senior  Pastor 
of  the  Park  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  New  York, 
died  January  6,  after  a  long  illness.  Dr.  Woelfkin 
was  a  Director  of  this  Society  for  several  years. 
He  was  President  1922  to  1925.  He  was  a  warm 
friend  of  this  and  every  movement  aiming  at  the 
proclamation  of  the  Evangel.  He  had  planned  to 
attend  the  Waldensian  Synod  with  the  General 
Secretary  in  1923,  but  a  sudden  attack  of  illness 
while  in  Italy  compelled  an  early  return  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  It  was  significant  that  on  the  Sunday  preced¬ 
ing  his  death,  during  Dr.  Cadman’s  period  of 
questions  in  connection  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Con¬ 
ference  radio  hour,  some  one  asked  about  Dr. 

oelfkin’s  health.  Dr.  Cadman’s  reply  was  a 
tribute  to  his  personal  friend  and  fellow  minister 
in  two  communities  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  listening  in.  It  was 
singularly  beautiful,  tender  and  illuminating. 
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The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Wal- 
densian  Aid  Society,  at  its  meeting  January  12, 
appointed  Reverend  Tertius  Van  Dyke  to  draft  a 
fitting  minute  to  be  placed  on  the  records  of  the 

Society.  It  is  as  follows: 

The  Board  of  Directors  record  the  death  of  Doctor 
Cornelius  Woelfkin,  from  1922  to  1925  President  of 
the  Society  and  from  1920  to  the  end  of  his  life  a 
Director. 

His  gracious  and  liberal  spirit,  his  earnest  concern 
in  the  Waldensian  people  and  his  ready  appreciation 
of  their  spirit  together  with  his  beautiful  courage  in 
conquering  the  pain  that  beset  the  last  months  of  his 
life  render  him  beloved  and  admired  by  us  all.  While 
prevented  by  physical  weakness  from  doing  all  that, 
as  he  said,  his  spirit  longed  to  do,  he  yet  performed 
notable  service  on  a  number  of  occasions  and  always 
through  his  indomitable  and  sympathetic  spirit  gave 
himself  generously  in  counsel  and  interest  to  the  Wal¬ 
densian  cause. 

We  sorrow  at  his  going  and  we  rejoice  in  the  victory 
he  has  achieved. 

i  *  *■  * 

The  many  friends  of  Signor  Arnaldo  Comba, 
new  director  of  the  Girls’  Orphanage  at  Bordig- 
hera,  and  pastor  at  Vallecrosia,  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  he  is  continuing  the  fine  work  of  his 
predecessor  in  securing  a  steady  stream  of  admis¬ 
sions  to  Church  membership.  The  last  report  to 
the  Synod  showed  a  communicant  membership  of 
69  and  additions  of  18  on  confession. 

*  *  * 

Pastor  Alberto  Billour  of  Brindisi,  ended  his 
first  year,  with  the  admission  of  24  new  members, 
IT  on  confession  of  faith.  He  calls  attention  to  an 
increase  in  contributions.  He  conducts  regular  ser¬ 
vices  at  Latiano  and  Grottaglie. 

*  *  * 

We  note  that  Signor  Amato  Billour,  evangelist, 
son  of  Pastor  Billour,  formerly  of  Bordighera,  has 
the  oversight  of  five  church  groups  and  stations  in 
the  Abruzzi.  This  is  the  largest  undeveloped  sec¬ 
tion  of  Italy,  with  numerous  large  towns  and  cities 
and  scores  of  villages  without  evangelical  preach¬ 
ing.  There  are  many  encouragements  and  we  hope 
the  American  Waldensian  Aid  Society  and  Amer- 
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Can  evangelical  Christians,  who  are  lovers  of  Italy 
will  share  to  a  larger  and  steadily  increasing  degree 
in  giving  the  evangel  to  these  sturdy  mountain 
people. 

*  *  * 

Two  friends  of  Mr.  Goodman  have  found  copies 
of  Canon  Gilly’s  epic  making  book,  “Waldensian 
Researches,”  in  second  hand  book  shops  and 
thoughtfully  presented  them  to  his  library.  They 
are  first  editions  printed  in  1831.  They  are  beauti¬ 
fully  printed  and  illustrated  with  lithographs  from 
drawings  made  by  Mrs.  Gilly,  who  accompanied 
Canon  Gilly  in  his  tours  in  the  mountains  and 
historic  places  in  the  Vaudois  Valleys.  We  are 
glad  to  name  these  good  friends,  Mr.  T.  G.  Jones, 
one  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Secretaries  at  Flushing, 
N.  Y.,  and  Dr.  J.  E.  Moorland  of  Brooklyn,  for¬ 
merly  Senior  Secretary  of  the  Colored  Men’s  De¬ 
partment  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  The  Secretary  and  the  Waldensian  cause  are 
their  debtors. 

In  Canon  Gilly’s  book  “Waldensian  Res  arches” 
several  chapters  are  given  to  a  summary  of  his 
investigations  of  documents  regarding  the  origin 
of  the  Waldensians.  He  shows  by  many  quotations 
from  their  opponents  that  they  held  views  before 
the  eleventh  century  similar  to  those  held  by  evan¬ 
gelicals  of  the  reformation  periods.  There  is  much 
to  furnish  reasonable  ground  for  the  conviction 
held  by  many  that  they  reach  back  to  the  fifth 
century  and  before. 

*  *  * 

Canon  Gilly  tells  of  a  “ramble”  he  took  with 
Signor  Peyrot,  a  Waldensian  Pastor,  who  was  his 
guide,  up  into  the  Valley  of  the  Angrogna.  Canon 
Gilly  says,  “He  led  us  to  the  brink  of  a  tre¬ 
mendous  looking  precipice,  which  still  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  Roche  Simon,  from  the  miserable 
death  which  was  there  inflicted  upon  an  aged  vic¬ 
tim  of  fanatical  cruelty  in  the  massacre  of  1655. 
Pietro  Simondi  refused  to  go  to  mass.  He  was 
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eighty  years  old,  and  he  mildly  appealed  to  the 
oppressors:  ‘Would  you,’  said  he,  ‘when  I  have 
exceeded  the  age  of  man  by  ten  years — would  you 
think  better  of  me,  for  purchasing  a  few  months’ 
longer  existence  by  an  act  of  apostasy?  Would  you 
think  a  trembling  convert  like  myself  worth  hav¬ 
ing?  My  forced  incantation  can  add  nothing  to 
your  cause.’ 

“The  old  man  was  brought  to  this  rock,  and 
flung  from  its  top.  Unhappily  for  him,  a  tree  upon 
a  projecting  ridge  caught  him,  and  he  remained 
suspended  on  its  branches,  until  death  relieved 
him.”  The  Rock  of  Simon  is  still  pointed  out. 

*  *  * 

The  twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
was  held  jointly  with  the  New  York  Branch  on 
Wednesday,  January  18th,  in  the  beautiful  new 
Community  House  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Church.  It 
was  made  memorable  not  only  by  the  place,  the  size 
of  the  audience  and  the  two  addresses,  but  by  the 
courageous  words  of  Dr.  Robert  Norwood,  the  rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  Bartholomew’s,  on  the  Encyclical  of  the 
Pope.  His  words  have  been  widely  commented  on 
by  the  press.  Time  in  its  issue  for  January  30 
called  attention  to  it  editorially.  The  address  of 
Rev.  Joseph  Brunn  on  “Ups  and  Downs  of  W;d- 
densian  History”  was  a  fresh  and  inspiring  putting 
of  facts  and  their  interpretation.  The  reports  of 
the  officers  of  the  Branch  and  the  National  Society 
were  encouraging.  Dr.  Minot  C.  Morgan  presided 
in  his  customary  happy  fashion.  The  offering  was 
gathered  by  four  young  ladies  in  Waldensian  cos¬ 
tume  from  the  congregation  of  Rev.  Pietro  Griglio. 


14 


.  G.),  Felonico  Po,  Italy 


One  section  of  the  Waldensian  Sunday  School, 
Felonico  Po,  Italy 


y*s 


The  Temple  at  Pinrrolo ,  Rebuilt  in  192; 


News  Letter  No.  15 


OCTOBER  1928 


The  AMERICAN  WALDENSIAN  AID  SOCIETY 

NEW  YORK 


AMERICAN  WALDE  NS  I A  N  AID  SOCIETY 

Incorporated  May,  1906 


President 

Mr.  Gilbert  Colgate 
Honorary  Vice-Presidents 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Stimson,  D.D.  Mrs.  John  S.  Kennedy 

Vice-Presidents 

Rev.  Henry  Evertson  Cobb,  D.D. 

Rev.  William  P.  Merrill,  D.D. 

Rev.  Minot  C.  Morgan,  D.D. 

T reasurer 

Mrs.  Harlan  G.  Mendenhall 

Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  S.  Wirt  Wiley 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Rev.  Tertius  van  Dyke 

Field  Secretary 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Schauffler 

General  Secretary 
Mr.  Fred.  S.  Goodman 

Headquarters  of  Society 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Directors 

Mr.  Henry  B.  Barnes,  New  York 
Prof.  Alfred  H.  Barr,  D.D.,  Chicago 
M  iss  Elizabeth  Billings,  New  York 
Mrs.  Douglas  P.  Birnie,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Rev.  Joseph  Brunn,  New  York 
Miss  Mary  W.  Carter,  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Miss  Rose  Churchill,  Farmington,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Frederic  Cunningham,  Boston 

Mrs.  Richard  A.  Dorman,  New  York 

Mr.  Roderick  A.  Dorman,  New  York 

Rev.  Ozora  S.  Davis,  D.D.,  Chicago 

Rev.  William  Hiram  Foulkes,  D.  D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Miss  Anna  W.  Hollenback,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Archibald  C.  Kains,  Ottawa,  Canada 
Mrs.  Janies  1.  Kay,  Pittsburgh 
Mr.  Henry  M.  Leland,  Detroit 
Mrs.  N.  Stanley  Lewis,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Miller,  Madison,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  John  Nelson  Mills,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mrs.  Frank  Gardner  Moore,  New  York 
Rev.  William  Oxtoby,  D.D.,  San  Anselmo,  Cal. 

Rev.  A.  E.  Ribourg,  D.  D.,  New  York 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Seymour,  Buffalo 
Rev.  George  Stewart,  Ph.  D.,  New  York 
Mr.  Charles  Stillman,  New  York 
Rev.  Ralph  W.  Sockman,  D.D.,  New  York 
Rev.  John  Timothy  Stone,  D.D.,  Chicago 
Dr.  William  R.  Ward,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Stanley  White,  D.D.,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Howard  V.  Yergin,  New  York 


THE  AMERICAN  WALDENSIAN 
AID  SOCIETY 


ZAQews  Letter 


AT  THE  Spring  meeting  of  the  Board  of 

/\  Directors  the  General  Secretary  was  au- 
/  \  thorized  to  prepare  and  publish  a  new 
historical  booklet  on  the  Waldensians.  It 
has  just  come  from  the  press.  It  is  an  attractive 
piece  of  printing.  The  title  is  “Glimpses  of  The 
Story  of  The  Waldensians.”  It  gives  the  gist  of 
many  pages  of  Waldensian  documents,  including  a 
translation  of  Professor  Comba’s  “Breve  Storia  dei 
Valdese.”  It  will  be  mailed  for  ten  cents  a  single 
copy,  or  for  distribution,  $5.00  per  hundred. 

*  *  * 

In  the  June  News  Letter  reference  was  made 
to  the  gift  of  $15.00  made  by  the  Sunday  School 
of  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church  of  West  New 
Brighton,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  The  money  was 
forwarded  to  the  Gould  Home  for  Orphan  boys  at 
Florence.  A  charming  letter  came  from  the  boys 
in  the  home  with  a  translation  to  be  read  to  the 
Sunday  School.  A  picture  card  made  by  hand  illus¬ 
trating  an  ancient  custom  in  Florence  in  connection 
with  the  coming  of  crickets  in  the  spring,  and  sev¬ 
eral  new  photographs  came  with  the  letter.  Signor 
Sommani,  Director  and  Pastor,  wrote  with  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  gift  of  the  children. 

*  *  * 

Alberto  de  Palma  whose  picture,  with  his  prize¬ 
winning  sheaf  of  wheat  adorned  the  cover  page  of 
the  February  News  Letter,  has  sent  a  charming 
letter  expressing  his  surprise  and  pleasure  at  our 
recognition  of  his  efforts.  In  penmanship  and  in 
composition  the  letter  was  a  good  illustration  of 
the  high  quality  of  work  done  at  the  Gould  Home. 


The  picture  on  the  first  page  of  the  cover  is  of 
Signor  Leger,  the  late  Moderator  (right)  and  Signor 
Carlo  Lupo,  of  Turin.  It  was  taken  at  the  entrance 
to  an  old  abandoned  monastary  at  Orsara  Di  Puglia, 
in  which  the  Waldensian  manse  was  then  located, 
by  the  General  Secretary,  in  1925. 

*  *  * 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Waldensian  Synod  was 
held  in  the  “Casa  Valdese”  at  Torre  Pellice,  Sep¬ 
tember  3  to  10.  It  was  significant  in  many  ways. 

Of  special  interest  to  the  American  friends  of  the 
Waldensians  we  note  the  following.  On  account  of 
the  long  and  serious  illness  of  the  great  leader, 
Moderator  Bartolomeo  Leger,  the  Vice  Moderator 
C.  A.  Costabel  of  Milan  was  chosen  as  Moderator 
for  the  coming  year  and  pastor  Davide  Bosio  of 
Turin,  Vice  Moderator.  Both  have  visited  America 
and  are  well  known  to  many  Americans.  The  other 
ministerial  members  elected  were  Rinaldo  Malan  of 
Pisa,  for  many  years  in  Palermo,  Giovanni  Bonnet 
of  Rome,  Emilio  Corsani  of  Palermo  and  Luigi 
Marauda  of  Pinerolo.  There  are  three  lay  members 
among  them,  Adolfo  Giampicolli,  a  banker  of  Milan, 
brother  of  the  famous  war-time  Moderator. 

At  the  opening  service  three  young  men  were 
ordained  to  the  ministry,  among  them,  Hermano 
Genre,  who  recently  spent  a  year  in  post-graduate 
study  at  Pittsburg.  He  has  been  made  pastor  of 
the  thriving  church  at  Vittoria,  Sicily. 

The  Synod  was  marked  by  intense  spiritual  fer¬ 
vor  due  among  other  reasons  to  the  serious  illness 
of  the  Moderator,  who,  it  was  reported  would 
probably  pass  away  within  a  few  days.  The  mes¬ 
sage  brought  to  the  Synod  by  Dean  Rostagno  of 
Rome  from  the  sick  room  made  a  profound  impres¬ 
sion  on  the  large  audience. 

*  *  * 
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At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Buffalo  Branch  it  was  decided  to  in¬ 
crease  the  budget  for  1929  from  $2500  to  $3000. 
They  also  voted  to  share  in  the  education  of  Lut- 
garde  Brunn,  of  Udine  for  the  Christian  ministry. 
This  fine  young  man  a  nephew  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Brunn  of  New  York,  has  just  entered  the  Walden- 
sian  School  at  Pomaretto. 

*  *  * 

The  biennial  conference  on  Italian  evangelization 
held  at  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  in  September  was  large 
and  successful,  more  than  one  hundred  representa¬ 
tives  of  Presbyterian  Churches  and  missions  par¬ 
ticipating.  For  the  first  time  in  its  ten  years  of 
history  the  President  elect  is  an  Italian,  Rev.  John 
Tron  of  Montclair.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Tron  is  a  Wal- 
densian  by  birth. 

*  *  * 

The  New  York  Branch  is  making  plans  for  a 
series  of  meetings  to  be  addressed  by  Mrs.  Schauf- 
fler  during  the  month  of  November.  Mrs.  Schauffler 
will  cooperate  with  the  Philadelphia  Branch  during 
December. 

*  *  * 

The  Wyoming  Valley  Branch  was  represented 
abroad  during  the  past  Spring  and  Summer  by  its 
Treasurer,  Miss  Anna  W.  Hollenback.  She  visited 
several  of  the  Waldensian  churches  in  Italy,  in¬ 
cluding  Sicily. 

*  *  * 

The  Chicago  Branch  is  responding  finely  to  the 
efforts  of  its  officers.  Mrs.  Schauffler,  our  Field  Sec¬ 
retary,  has  filled  numerous  appointments  since  her 
return  from  Italy  a  year  ago.  Among  the  immedi¬ 
ate  results  is  the  splendid  gain  already  made  in 
gifts  for  the  work  in  Italy.  The  total  for  1927  was 
$787  and  for  the  first  half  of  1928  $1315,  with  more 
to  follow. 

*  *  * 
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We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  following 
Branches  sent  to  headquarters  more  money  for  the 
first  half  of  1928  than  for  the  entire  year  1927; 
Albany,  Chicago,  Newark,  Philadelphia  and  St. 
Louis.  Letters  regarding  the  October  remittance 
have  gone  to  all  Treasurers.  May  we  not  show  a 
substantial  increase  over  1927? 


We  are  often  asked  how  largely  the  Waldensian 
Churches  in  Italy  are  self-supporting.  In  spite  of 
unusually  trying  economic  conditions  in  the  V alleys, 
including  the  drought  of  the  past  Summer,  the  Val¬ 
ley  churches  have  raised  for  their  own  expenses  and 
for  their  part  of  the  work  of  the  hospitals,  schools, 
asylums  and  mission  work,  more  than  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Tavola.  The  entire  sum  expended 
for  the  year  ending  July  1st,  1927,  for  all  purposes, 
including  the  new  temple  at  Palermo,  the  Seminary 
at  Rome,  hospitals,  schools,  evangelization,  was 
Lire,  6,660,480,  approximately,  $370,000.  Of  this 
total  only  $58,000  came  from  outside  of  Italy.  In 
other  words  the  Waldensians  themselves  gave  or 
raised  85  per  cent  of  their  total  budget.  Many  of 
the  Churches  secured  much  more  than  the  cost  of 
their  own  local  work — in  several  cases  double  that 
sum.  Among  such  churches  we  note  the  following, 
as  they  appear  in  the  financial  tables  presented  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  Milan,  Como,  Brescia, 
Forano,  Venice,  Verona,  Trieste,  Leghorn,  Fiume, 
Nice,  San  Remo,  Genoa,  Florence,  (two  churches) 
Rome  (two  churches)  Bari,  Brindisi,  Naples,  Ca¬ 
tania,  Pachino,  Messina,  Riesi,  Palermo  and  Turin. 
There  is  a  genuine  revival  of  interest  in  giving,  with 
some  remarkable  results,  considering  the  economic 
conditions  for  the  past  two  years.  The  showing  in 
the  churches  of  the  Valleys  is  inspiring  and  full  of 
promise.  Sacrificial  giving  is  a  part  of  the  daily 
life  of  the  members  of  the  Waldensian  Churches 
throughout  Italy. 

*  *  * 
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The  picture  on  the  third  page  of  the  cover  is  of  a 
group  of  ladies  which  met  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunn  on 
their  visit  to  Pomaretto  in  August  last.  Mr.  Brunn 
spent  several  days  with  our  good  friend  Signor 
Guido  Comba,  the  pastor  and  preached  for  him. 
The  picture  on  the  last  page  is  of  Signor  A. 
Simeoni,  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Genoa  (left)  and 
Signor  Giovanni  Bertinatti,  pastor  at  Venice,  taken 
at  the  Synod  meeting  in  Torre  Pellice.  They  have 
shown  many  kindnesses  to  American  visitors  in 
these  cities.  Both  are  outstanding  men  in  the  Wal- 
densian  Church. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Brunn  reports  the  sad  loss  of  Lieutenant 
Fasulo  of  the  Italian  Navy,  in  the  sinking  of  the 
submarine  in  the  Adriatic,  in  August  last.  He  was 
eldest  son  of  Pastor  Fasulo  of  the  Waldensian 
Church  at  Catania.  His  younger  brother,  a  college 
student,  who  was  visiting  in  Venice,  had  been  in¬ 
vited  to  accompany  him  on  the  submarine  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  naval  maneuvers  and  had  accepted  the 
invitation.  He  was  detained  at  the  last  moment, 
and  a  double  tragedy  was  prevented.  Signor  Fasulo 
has  many  friends  in  America,  who  will  sympathize 
with  him  and  his  family  in  this  great  sorrow. 

*  *  * 

Madame  Angelini,  who  spent  last  winter  and 
spring  in  America,  sailed  in  June,  called  back  to 
Forano  by  the  death  of  her  nephew,  Signor  Munzi, 
who  managed  her  little  farm.  She  rendered  valu¬ 
able  service  to  the  Waldensian  cause  by  addresses 
at  Pittsburgh,  Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  St.  Louis.  She  maintains  in  a  remark¬ 
able  measure,  the  vigor,  vivacity  and  spiritual  force 
which  have  made  her  addresses  so  effective  for  a 
half  century.  Her  friends  in  America  will  be  glad 
to  welcome  her,  when  the  responsibilities  in  Italy 
permit  her  to  return. 

*  *  * 
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Professor  Comba’s  History  calls  attention  to  a 
unique  incident  in  the  life  of  King  Carlo  Alberto 
of  Sardinia,  and  Savoy,  great  grandfather  of  the 
present  king  of  Italy.  In  September,  1844,  he  went 
to  Torre  Pellice  to  open  the  Maurician  Priory 
“erected  to  lead  the  population  of  the  valleys  back 
to  the  Roman  fold.”  It  was  a  great  event  politi¬ 
cally  as  it  was  intended  to  be  religiously  for  the 
Church  of  Rome.  The  population  almost  wholly 
Waldensian  turned  out  in  such  numbers  and  showed 
such  demonstrations  of  good  will  and  love  towards 
their  king  that  he  sent  back  his  military  escort  not 
“wishing  any  guard  among  his  faithful  Walden- 
sians.”  He  received  the  Tavola  with  signal  honor 
and  made  the  mayor  of  Torre  Pellice,  Amico 
Comba,  a  Waldensian,  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of 
S.  S.  Maurice  and  Lazarus,  of  which  he  was  Grand 
Master. 

More  significant  still  he  erected  a  memorial 
fountain  in  the  Piazza  of  the  town  which  bears 
this  inscription  in  Italian: 

KING  CARLO  ALBERTO— 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  RECEIVED  HIM 
WITH  SUCH  AFFECTION. 

It  stands  near  the  railroad  station  and  still  sends 

out  its  stream  of  mountain  spring  water. 

*  *  * 

October  9th,  1870,  is  a  significant  date  in  Wal¬ 
densian  history.  The  Waldensian  preachers  and 
colporteurs  had  entered  Rome  with  the  victorious 
army  on  September  20th.  On  that  date  in  a  room 
in  the  Albergo  (Hotel)  dell’Universo,  Via  del 
Gambaro,  near  the  Central  Post  Office,  Signor  Mat- 
teo  Prochet,  preached  the  first  Protestant  sermon 
in  Rome.  The  first  church  building,  that  which 
stands  near  the  heart  of  Rome,  on  Via  Quattro 
Novembre,  was  dedicated  in  1883.  The  Cornelius 
Baker  Memorial,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Kennedy, 
a  beautiful  building  on  Piazza  Cavour,  was  dedi¬ 
cated  February  8,  1914. 

*  *  * 
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Among  the  touching  incidents  recorded  in  Pro¬ 
fessor  Comba’s  book  is  the  account  of  the  martyr¬ 
dom  of  Varaglia,  a  converted  Capuchin  monk, 
whose  father,  an  officer  in  the  French  Army  had 
led  an  assault  against  the  Waldenses  in  1484.  He 
sought  out  Calvin  in  1556  and  after  a  period  of 
training  was  sent,  in  1557,  to  the  church  at  Ciabas, 
in  the  Valley  of  Angrogna,  recently  built  for  the 
believers  at  San  Giovanni  who  had  begged  for  a 
pastor.  Veraglia  preached  with  great  power  for 
five  months.  Returning  from  a  visit  to  his  old 
home  he  was  arrested  and  taken  to  Turin.  He 
lay  in  a  gloomy  dungeon  for  four  months.  He  sent 
two  letters  to  his  congregation.  He  said,  “I  was 
carried  to  a  cave-like  prison  where  my  feet  were 
put  in  irons  which  weighed  sixty  pounds  and  where 
from  the  dampness  of  the  place  my  head  at  once 
swelled  up.  But  the  Father  of  Pity  was  not  far 
from  me.  He  came  and  stood  beside  me  day  and 
night,  granting  such  inward  consolation  that  of 
my  outward  ills  I  felt  little  or  nothing.”  The  jailer 
was  deeply  moved  by  his  conduct.  He  was  burned 
at  the  stake  March  29th,  1558,  in  Piazza  Costello 
Turin,  giving  a  clear  testimony  to  the  very  end. 
At  Geneva,  great  praise  was  given  that  Giaffredo 
Varaglia  had  brought  glory  to  the  evangel  and 
many  were  brought  to  open  confession  by  the 
story  of  his  martyrdom. 

*  *  * 

The  Office  Secretary,  Miss  Grace  Holmberg,  has 
received  a  letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Gould 
Home  for  Boys  at  Florence,  expressing  appreciation 
of  the  efforts  made  in  their  behalf.  Alberto  Di 
Palma  is  the  boy  whose  picture  was  printed  on  the 
cover  of  the  February  number  of  The  News  Letter. 

“The  boys  and  Alberto  Di  Palma,  were  very  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  seeing  the  picture  of  one  of  them  printed  in  America. 
Our  boys  are  very  happy,  lively  and  of  good  heart,  and  affec¬ 
tionate,  and  wish  they  could  be  near  their  benefactors.  I  often 
hear  them  say,  ‘it  is  too  bad,  America  is  so  far.’  But  it  is 
beautiful  to  realize  that  love  knows  no  distance.  Thank  you 
for  all  you  are  doing  for  our  boys  who  have  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  be  orphaned  and  poor.” 

*  *  * 
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The  Register,  the  quarterly  magazine  of  the 
Pan-Presbyterian  Alliance  published  in  its  May 
issue  a  report  of  a  conversation  with  Signor  Emilio 
Corsani,  Waldensian  pastor  at  Palermo,  who  was 
in  Edinburgh  attending  the  Presbyterian  Assem¬ 
blies.  In  this  interview  Signor  Corsani  quoted  from 
one  of  the  official  organs  of  the  Italian  government, 
Giorxale  del  Lavori  Publlici,  a  striking  editorial 
regarding  the  Waldensians,  from  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  taken: 

“Their  activity  in  the  cultural  and  religious  field,  their 
strict  regard  for  the  creeds  of  other  people,  and  their  uncon¬ 
ditioned  devotion  to  the  institutions  of  the  country  make  the 
various  groups  of  Waldensians  scattered  throughout  Italy 
attractive — so  much  so  that  they  have  received,  and  receive 
continually  testimonials  from  the  constituted  authorities  for 
their  loyal  patriotism  and  for  the  probity  of  their  moral  and 
civil  behaviour.” 

*  *  * 

The  Broome  Street  Tabernacle  Congregation  on 
September  23rd,  gave  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunn  a  hearty 
welcome,  after  his  five  months’  absence.  On  October 
first  he  gave  an  address  to  the  Italian  Ministerial 
Association  representing  all  evangelical  Italian 
Churches,  giving  his  impressions  of  the  present  situ¬ 
ation  in  Italy.  We  hope  he  may  be  heard  by  many 
of  our  Branches  during  the  coming  year. 

*  *  * 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  ADVANCE  has  a 
warm  place  in  its  heart  for  the  Waldensians.  In  the 
past  five  years  several  articles  on  their  work  have 
appeared,  the  last  being  in  October  1927,  when 
it  printed  an  illustrated  article  on  “Waldensian 
Churches  in  Sicily.”  This  was  reprinted  by  the 
Society  and  widely  used  during  the  past  year.  In 
its  issue  of  October  fourth  the  Advance  gives  a 
paragraph  to  our  new  booklet,  “Glimpses  of  The 
Story  of  the  Waldensians,”  which  it  commends  to 
pastors  and  other  friends  of  the  Waldensians.  Will 
the  Editor  of  the  Advance  please  accept  our  thanks 
for  this  and  many  other  kindnesses  to  those  who  are 
trying  to  help  the  Waldensian  Church  in  its  hour  of 
opportunity. 

*  *  * 
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A  few  weeks  ago  the  house  of  worship  of  the 
Waldensian  congregation  of  Trieste  was  rededi¬ 
cated.  The  new  church  organized  since  the  Armis¬ 
tice  has  made  rapid  progress.  It  has  a  membership 
of  101,  adding  ten  last  year  on  confession  of  faith. 
Its  pastor,  Guglielmo  Del  Pasco,  is  a  personal  friend 
of  Reverend  Joseph  Brunn  of  our  Board.  Mr. 
Brunn  visited  Trieste,  his  birthplace,  and  preached 
in  the  remodeled  building  in  June  last. 

The  building  was  formerly  known  as  the  church 
of  S.  Silvester  named  after  Pope  Silvester.  It  was 
built  on  the  site  of  the  home  of  the  Catholic  mar¬ 
tyrs  Eufemia  and  Tecla.  It  was  taken  over  by  the 
Austrian  Emperor  Joseph  II  and  sold  to  the  Swiss 
Calvinists  and  by  them  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Waldensians. 

Vita  Nuova,  a  weekly  Roman  Catholic  paper  in 
Trieste  published  an  editorial  on  the  reopening  of 
the  building  for  Waldensian  worship.  It  was  printed 
in  full  without  comment  by  the  Waldensian  weekly, 
La  Luce,  in  June  last.  The  following  is  from  a 
translation  furnished  by  Rev.  John  Tron,  Italian 
pastor  at  Montclair. 

After  speaking  of  its  former  use  and  historic 
memories  awakened  by  its  dedication  to  evangelical 
worship  the  editor  writes : 

“We  wish  that  the  feast  of  art  and  the  memories  of  the 
Catholicism  of  which  the  ground  and  the  walls  of  the  ven¬ 
erable  temple  are  permeated,  may  cause  our  aberrant  brothers 
to  reflect  and  bring  them  back  to  the  paternal  home  from  which 
rebellion  has  made  them  drift. 

“But  our  wish  would  not  be  complete  if  we  did  not  express 
the  hope  that  the  temple  that  was  once  sacred  and  holy  may 
not  become  an  instrument  of  doctrinal  perversion  for  some 
weak  soul,  easily  attracted  by  the  fatuous  glare  of  a  light 
Christianism,  made  of  sentimentalism,  built  upon  a  revised 
and  corrected  edition  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  without  sac¬ 
raments,  without  priesthood,  in  a  word  without  the  living, 
true,  real  and  consubstantial  presence  of  the  Eucharistic 
Christ.” 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  N.  Stanley  Lewis,  President  of  the  Cleve¬ 
land  Branch  is  spending  the  fall  and  winter  abroad. 
She  will  visit  some  of  the  Waldensian  Churches. 

*  *  * 
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While  the  formal  action  of  the  Tavola  regarding 
the  delegate  to  America  in  1929  has  not  reached  us 
as  we  go  to  press,  we  have  hopes  that  it  may  be 
Signor  Paolo  Bosio,  pastor  of  the  Cornelius  Baker 
Memorial  Church  in  Rome.  While  Signor  Bosio  has 
never  visited  America  many  Americans  have  visited 
that  beautiful  church  and  heard  Signor  Bosio.  It  is 
hinted  that  his  charming  wife  may  accompany  him. 
If  she  comes  she  with  her  distinguished  husband 
will  receive  a  most  cordial  welcome. 

*  *  * 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Brunn  in  Italy  to  put  into  a  little  booklet  a  series 
of  incidents  in  Northern  Italy  near  the  home  of  his 
mother.  It  was  published  with  the  title  “A  True 
Waldensian  Story  From  the  Carnic  Alps.”  It  illus¬ 
trates  in  how  simple  a  way  the  evangel  was  made 
known  by  the  primitive  church  and  how  churches 
are  being  established  today  in  Italy  and  other  parts 
of  the  world.  A  copy  will  be  sent  to  any  one  re¬ 
questing  it. 

*  *  * 

The  new  organization  for  boys  started  about  a 
year  ago  by  the  Fascisti  Government,  known  as  La 
Balilla,  seems  to  be  making  steady  progress.  It  has 
many  of  the  features  of  the  Boy  Scouts.  Quite  re¬ 
cently  orders  were  issued  to  the  local  leaders,  re¬ 
quiring  each  group  to  have  religious  instruction 
under  the  parish  priest.  The  Waldensians  in  Biella 
requested  that  their  boys  might  be  exempt  from  such 
instruction.  The  decision  of  the  Government  au¬ 
thorities,  which  is  far  reaching,  permits  the  boys  of 
the  evangelical  churches  to  receive  religious  teach¬ 
ing  in  “La  Balilla”  from  their  own  ministers  or 
teachers  instead  of  that  of  the  Roman  parish  priests. 
They  are  to  be  excluded  from  all  religious  meetings 
of  the  organizations  which  are  not  in  harmony  with 
the  religion  of  their  parents. 

#  *  * 
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'welcoming  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Brunn 
at  Pomdretto .  Italy 


Pastors  Simeoni  of  Genoa  {left)  and 
Bertinnati  of  Venice 
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THE  Twenty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Society  was  held  in  Pilgrim  Hall  of  The 
Broadway  Tabernacle,  New  ^  ork,  on  Mon¬ 
day  afternoon,  January  21st.  Our  Vice- 
President,  Dr.  William  P.  Merrill,  presided,  and 
made  the  welcome  address,  to  the  speaker  of  the 
day,  Reverend  Paolo  Bosio,  Pastor  of  1  he  Cornelius 
Baker  Memorial  Church  in  Rome. 

The  attendance  was  large  and  representative  of 
the  friends  of  the  Waldensian  Church,  in  Greater 
New  York  and  vicinity.  Ladies  from  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle  Church  and  the  New  York  Branch 
served  tea  and  gave  opportunity  to  meet  Signor  and 
Signora  Bosio  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

Our  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Mendenhall,  presented  the 
financial  report  for  1928,  showing  a  total  Receipts 
from  all  sources  of  $50,282.35,  and  of  disbursements, 
$46,689.96,  leaving  a  balance  of  $3,592.39.  The  sum 
of  $36,943.61  was  sent  to  Italy  or  expended  for  the 
Waldensian  interests  in  America,  with  the  approval 
of  The  Tavola.  The  cost  of  administration  including 
maintenance  of  the  headquarters  office,  salaries  of 
three  secretaries,  travelling  expenses,  special  speak¬ 
ers,  literature  for  free  distribution,  etc.,  was 
$9,466.35,  which  was  covered  by  special  gifts  for 
overhead  expenses,  income  from  investments,  re¬ 
funds,  etc.,  amounting  to  $6,262.91,  making  the  net 
charge  against  the  Society’s  regular  receipts  of 
$3,644.61. 


The  General  Secretary  spoke  briefly  giving  some 
of  the  glimpses  of  the  work  in  America,  especially 
in  the  efforts  being  made  to  strengthen  the  local  and 
National  organizations.  He  referred  to  the  increase 
in  the  Endowment  Fund,  by  the  bequest  of  Miss 
Emily  Ogden  Butler,  stating  that  the  total  now 
amounted  to  $28,000  in  invested  funds,  the  income 
to  be  used  for  the  budget  expenses  of  the  Society. 
Full  details  appear  in  the  Annual  Report  now  in 
the  printer’s  hands. 

As  at  this  meeting  Signor  Bosio  was  to  give  his 
first  address  in  America,  there  was  much  curiosity 
as  to  his  ability  to  hold  the  attention  and  interest  of 
an  American  audience.  He  made  a  deep  impression, 
not  only  in  his  ability  to  interpret  the  situation  in 
Italy  but  by  his  bold  spiritual  challenge,  as  a 
preacher  of  the  evangel  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  subject 
was  “The  Waldensian  Churches  in  Post-war  Italy.” 
In  his  opening  remarks  he  referred  to  the  word 
“war”  as  a  reminder  of  human  sin,  and  expressed 
the  conviction  that  a  new  day  had  arrived  for  a  war 
sick  world.  “It  is  impossible  to  forget:  there  is 
something  sinful  in  it.  We  forget  our  sins  but  they 
don’t  forget  us.” 

After  referring  to  the  progress  being  made,  not 
only  or  chiefly  in  statistical  facts,  but  rather  in  a 
steady  harvesting  from  seed  sown  by  past  genera¬ 
tions,  he  gave  four  reasons  for  his  convictions  re¬ 
garding  the  Waldensian  Church  in  Italy.  (1)  It  is 
not  a  human  work.  It  is  the  will  of  God  that  His 
plans  be  fulfilled.  We  have  a  divine  mission,  and  we 
have  His  help.  (2)  Italy  needs  the  light  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  The  Waldensian  Church  is  Italian.  There  is 
much  ignorance  and  superstition.  The  cultivated 
classes,  while  nominally  Roman  Catholic,  do  not 
know  the  gospel.  When  they  know  the  Book,  the 
Bible,  they  like  it.  We  know  the  power  of  the  Book. 
Signor  Bosio  gave  a  number  of  striking  illustrations 
from  his  experience  as  an  officer  in  the  army,  with 
many  conversations  with  fellow  officers,  and  of  his 
recent  work  in  Rome.  (3)  We  see  signs  of  progress 
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in  the  increasing  interest  in  the  gospel  and  the  use 
of  the  New  Testament  in  Italian  by  Roman  priests 
and  the  encouragement  they  are  giving  to  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  approved  editions  of  the  Scriptures. 
(4)  The  sacrifical  missionary  spirit  of  the  Walden- 
sian  Church  and  its  pastors,  is  making  a  profound 
impression  wherever  seen  and  known.  He  brought 
the  gratitude  of  his  church  to  the  friends  in  America, 
who  have  so  loyally  cooperated  in  their  difficult 
task.  He  paid  a  fine  tribute  to  Mrs.  John  S.  Kennedy, 
whose  gift  had  provided  the  church  building  in 
which  his  work  is  being  carried  on.  It  was  a  joy  to 
have  Mrs.  Kennedy  in  the  meeting. 

Signor  Bosio  presented  a  stirring  challenge  to  the 
American  friends  to  carry  on,  with  confidence  that 
the  Waldensians  are  doing  their  best  to  meet  the 
responsibility  which  God  has  placed  upon  that  dy¬ 
namic  little  minority  in  the  face  of  great  difficulties. 

*  *  * 

One  of  the  thrilling  moments  in  Signor  Bosio’s 
address  at  the  annual  meeting  was  when  he  referred 
to  the  situation  with  the  Church  of  Rome  and  the 
Italian  government.  “Despite  the  fact  that  our 
views  on  religion  differ  radically  from  those  of  the 
Roman  Church,  and  dispite  the  fact  that  we  are  in 
the  shadow  of  the  Vatican,  we  have  had  no  trouble 
whatsoever  with  the  authorities  since  Mrs.  Kennedy 
built  the  Baker  Memorial  in  1914.  Mussolini  prom¬ 
ised  our  Moderator,  within  the  past  year,  when  he 
gave  him  an  extended  interview,  that  we  would  have 
nothing  to  fear  so  long  as  he  is  in  power,  and  we 
believe  he  will  keep  his  promise.” 

*  *  * 

The  first  event  in  the  tours  of  Signor  and  Sig¬ 
nora  Bosio,  was  the  social  tea  and  reception  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  New  York  Branch,  in  the  new  Church 
House  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church, 
on  January  18th.  Dr.  Minot  C.  Morgan  introduced 
the  guests  in  choice  words.  Signor  Bosio  spoke  in- 
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formally  of  his  pleasure  in  making  his  first  visit  to 
America  and  of  the  cordial  welcome  given  to  Mrs. 
Bosio  and  himself.  Mrs.  Bosio  charmed  everybody 
by  what  she  called  “My  first  address  in  English.” 
We  hope  she  will  make  many  such  delightful  little 
talks  as  she  moves  about  among  our  friends  in  the 
various  cities. 

*  *  * 

We  will  not  attempt  to  give  here  the  details  of 
the  tours  of  Signor  and  Mrs.  Bosio.  They  will  prob¬ 
ably  remain  until  May.  Dates  have  been  made  for 
the  following  cities  in  February  and  March  and 
others  will  be  completed  by  the  time  we  go  to  press: 
Germantown,  February  4;  Wilkes-Barre,  7 ;  Boston, 
9  to  13;  Hartford,  14,  15;  Newark  and  Montclair, 
17,  18,  19;  Poughkeepsie,  20;  Albany,  21;  Schenec¬ 
tady,  22;  Rochester,  24  to  26 ;  Buffalo,  28  to  March  3. 

A  Western  trip  to  Chicago,  stopping  at  Detroit 
en  route,  and  Cincinnati,  and  Columbus  on  the  re¬ 
turn  from  the  West,  follows.  Visits  will  be  made  to 
Washington,  Harrisburg,  Pittsburgh  and  Philadel¬ 
phia.  Another  trip  to  the  West  will  provide  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  visits  to  St.  Louis,  St.  Paul  and  Minne¬ 
apolis. 

*  *  * 

We  are  pleased  to  publish  two  pictures  of  the  re¬ 
markable  little  company,  who  comprise  the  church 
at  Piazza  Amerina,  organized  in  1927,  in  an  import¬ 
ant  inland  city  of  40,000  about  fifty  miles  West  of 
Catania,  in  Sicily.  In  the  picture  on  the  last  page 
are  Signor  Malan,  the  former  Pastor  at  Palermo, 
and  Signor  Bonavia,  of  Caltanissetta,  who  is  the 
visiting  evangelist  and  acting  Pastor.  The  story  of 
Piazza  Amerina  reads  like  the  stories  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  There  are  many  preaching  stations  in 
Sicily  and  other  parts  of  Central  and  Southern  Italy, 
which  might  be  developed  into  organized  churches, 
if  funds  were  available  to  pay  the  salaries  of  pas¬ 
tors. 

*  *  X- 
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Notes  from  Our  Correspondent  in  Sicily, 
Emilio  Corsani 

The  Fountain  at  Orsara  di  Puglia.  Orsara  is  a 
mountain  town  of  7000  inhabitants  in  the  province 
of  Foggia.  Near  the  house  of  our  minister  there  is 
one  of  the  two  fountains  which  supply  water  for  the 
town.  It  is  a  big  public  fountain,  with  a  porch  con¬ 
taining  beautiful  decorations  and  old  latin  inscrip¬ 
tions;  the  water  is  plentiful  and  flows  from  two  taps 
into  a  great  stone  trough.  Beside  this  there  is  an¬ 
other  one  but  no  private  taps  in  the  houses.  Two 
fountains  for  7000  people !  And  all  the  same  all  the 
people  with  difficulty  and  great  patience  manage  to 
get  the  amount  of  water  necessary  for  their  needs. 
There  is  only  a  Protestant  church  in  Orsara,  the 
Waldensian,  and  many  are  the  people  that  find 
therein  the  living  water  which  flows  forever  from  the 
channel  of  the  grace  of  God.  Our  Church  is  like 
that  fountain,  an  indispensable  institution. 

Caltanissetta.  During  the  last  two  months  the 
Church  work  has  had  its  best  and  most  blessed  man¬ 
ifestation  in  the  family  services  which  have  been 
held  in  turn  in  nearly  ALL  the  families  of  the 
Church. 

Alassio.  Pastor  A.  Comba  of  Yallecrosia  has 
started  a  service  in  Italian  every  second  Sunday  in 
the  Scots  Church  kindly  offered. 

Aosta.  A  packed  church  for  the  Christmas  ser¬ 
vices.  Since  November  the  attendance  has  more 
than  doubled.  The  members  are  visited  regularly 
and  encouraged  with  services  in  their  homes.  At 
Courmayeur  four  new  members  were  received  at 
Christmas.  The  minister  is  well  accepted  not  only 
by  Protestants  but  also  by  Catholics  and  is  often 
called  to  settle  disputes.  So  at  La  Salle  two  Roman 
Catholics  after  a  long  and  expensive  lawsuit,  de¬ 
cided  to  appoint  the  Waldensian  minister  as  arbiter 
of  their  controversy. 
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Castel  del  Giudice.  Most  edifying  was  the  com¬ 
munion  service  of  Sunday,  December  23rd,  when 
fourteen  members  met  round  the  Holy  Table,  while 
a  group  of  young  men  helped  in  the  singing.  After 
the  service  all  these  young  men  asked  to  be  enrolled 
as  catechumens.  The  services  are  well  attended. 
The  young  people’s  group  is  doing  fine  work  with 
religious  discussions,  lime  light  lectures,  a  library, 
sports,  excursions,  plays,  school  of  languages,  etc. 

Catania.  The  Christmas  service  was  beautified 
by  the  singing  of  a  special  chorus,  with  soprano 
solo  and  violin  and  organ. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  which  is  annexed  to  the  church 
had  a  fine  Christmas  entertainment  with  a  literary 
and  musical  program. 

As  usual  the  Christmas  Tree  treat  was  given  to 
the  eighty  children  of  the  Sunday  School,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  being  Roman  Catholics. 

Leghorn.  Two  funerals  have  been  the  means  of 
evangelization.  The  first  of  a  gentleman  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  German-Dutch  Church  attracted  a  large 
crowd  of  select  people.  The  second  of  a  student  of 
the  Naval  Academy  gave  an  opportunity  to  our 
pastor  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  the  military, 
naval  and  civic  authorities  gathered  to  render  the 
last  tribute  of  esteem  to  that  young  man  who  had 
been  the  victim  of  an  accident.  In  the  funeral  pro¬ 
cession  the  pastor  in  gown  and  bands  marched  at 
the  head  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  service  the 
Admiral,  the  Head  of  the  Academy,  followed  the 
exhortations  of  the  pastor  who  had  preached  on  the 
words  “I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life”  with  an 
earnest  plea  to  the  students  to  attach  ever  more 
their  hopes  to  the  life  to  come. 

The  Christmas  Tree  entertainment  gathered  to¬ 
gether  the  children  of  the  two  Sunday  Schools,  the 
Waldensian  and  the  German-Dutch. 

Riesi.  On  January  27th  the  militant  church  lost 
one  of  her  most  zealous  members,  Mr.  Luciano  Cal- 
amita,  aged  74,  who  gave  his  heart  to  Jesus  Christ 
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40  years  ago.  A  man  so  rich  in  personal  religious 
experience  and  endowed  with  such  a  deep  faith  in 
his  Saviour  and  constant  spirit  of  prayer,  that  every 
one  who  approached  him  felt  that  he  was  in  the 
presence  of  a  man  of  God.  A  poor  miner,  he  had 
managed  to  bring  up  a  numerous  family  in  the  fear 
and  love  of  the  Lord.  Five  daughters  are  or  have 
been  teachers  in  the  Waldensian  schools.  He  was 
the  father-in-law  of  pastor  Mingardi  of  Riesi.  To 
the  23  members  of  his  family,  but  especially  to  his 
son  he  left  his  will  with  the  last  words  of  his  life: 
“Be  always  united ;  believe  in  J esus  Christ,  love 
Him,  follow  Him  always:  He  is  a  great  Saviour.” 

All  Riesi,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  without 
distinction  of  religious  creed  took  part  in  his  fu¬ 
neral. 

Vittoria.  About  one  hundred  children  gathered 
at  the  Christmas  Tree  entertainment.  The  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Sunday  School  is  regularly  from  70  to 
80  children.  The  day  schpols  have  a  larger  number 
of  pupils  than  last  year. 

Messina.  For  the  first  time  a  watch  service  was 
held  in  our  church  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  About 
forty  people  took  part.  Several  had  left  parties  to 
attend  the  service  and  begin  the  new  year  in  prayer 
and  thanksgiving. 

*  *  * 

The  Reverend  Giuseppe  Fasulo,  for  many  years 
the  outstanding  leader  of  the  Waldensians  in  Ca¬ 
tania,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Church  in  Naples. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  one  of  his  two  sons,  an  officer 
in  the  Italian  Navy,  was  one  of  the  victims  of  a  dis¬ 
tressing  submarine  accident,  near  \  enice,  in  August 
last.  His  other  son  had  planned  to  be  on  board  the 
submarine,  but  was  detained  by  a  social  engage¬ 
ment,  thus  a  double  sorrow  to  the  family  of  Signor 
Fasulo  was  averted.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  of 
.  our  American  friends  who  visit  Naples  will  call  on 
him.  He  speaks  English  well  and  will  be  glad  to 
render  any  possible  service. 

*  *  * 
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It  was  a  great  joy  to  the  officers  of  the  Society  to 
be  able  to  send  a  larger  remittance  than  usual  in 
January  to  the  Tavola  in  Rome,  the  final  remittance 
for  1928.  It  reached  Rome  at  a  time  of  exceptional 
need.  The  following  quotations  from  letters  at  hand 
from  the  Moderator,  Signor  Costabel,  and  the  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer,  Signor  Rostan,  show  how  deeply 
our  efforts  and  gifts  are  appreciated. 

“Your  letter  of  January  8  seemed  to  be  full  of 
oxygen,  for  when  it  was  opened  and  its  contents 
made  manifest,  Signor  Rostan  said,  ‘now  we  can 
breathe  more  freely,’  although  it  is  true  that  at 
first  it  put  us  out  of  breath. 

“No  need  to  tell  you  how  grateful  we  are  to  all 
the  dear  friends  of  the  American  Waldensian  Aid 
Society,  for  the  loving  interest,  the  untiring  activity 
and  the  generosity  which  are  represented  in  this 
record  remittance. 

“Kindly  accept  and  transmit  to  all  the  officers  of 
the  Society  our  warmest  thanks  and  our  deep  appre¬ 
ciation  of  what  you  have  done  for  us  and  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  in  our  country. 

Y.  Alberto  Costabel.” 

“After  a  long  period  of  aridity  we  were  in  rather 
low  waters.  God  knew  it  and  He  came  to  our  rescue 
through  our  dear  American  friends. 

Antonio  Rostan.” 

*  *  * 

“Vita,”  the  bi-weekly  paper  of  the  Foreign  Lan¬ 
guage  Division  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Na¬ 
tional  Missions,  has  reprinted  in  Italian  our  new 
pamphlet,  “A  True  Waldensian  Story  from  the 
Carnic  Alps,”  kindly  translated  by  Rev.  A.  M. 
Piazzi.  This  story,  which  tells  of  the  beginning  of 
the  vital  religious  experience  of  Rev.  Joseph  Brunn, 
Pastor  of  the  Broome  Street  Tabernacle,  New  York, 
is  having  a  wide  circulation.  Mr.  Brunn  is  in  great 
demand  for  addresses  based  on  his  holiday  in  Italy 
last  summer.  He  has  recently  spoken  in  Albany, 
Boston,  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh  and  Schenectady. 
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The  Mothers  Meeting  in  the  Broome  Street  Tab¬ 
ernacle,  New  York,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss 
Lydia  Tealdo,  raised  a  fund  of  $100.00  for  the  Wal- 

densian  work,  at  Christmas  time. 

*  *  * 

The  Record  of  Christian  Work  for  February  con¬ 
tains  an  illustrated  article  on  Waldensian  Achieve¬ 
ments.  It  contains  the  fine  picture  of  the  Waldensian 
ladies  in  Pomaretto,  who  welcomed  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Rrunn  on  their  visit  to  the  Valleys  in  August,  1928. 

*  *  * 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
Reverend  Joseph  Brunn,  our  good  friend  and  the 
Waldensian  champion,  and  Reverend  Albert  E.  Ri- 
bourg,  D.D.,  were  elected  as  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Mr.  Brunn’s  services  have  frequently  been 

called  for  since  his  return  from  Italy. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Taylor,  a  contributor  to  the 
Waldensian  cause,  and  Vice-President  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Branch,  died  suddenly  on  November  17th,  the 
day  after  the  annual  dinner  ot  the  Branch.  She 
had  purchased  tickets  for  herself  and  for  nine 
guests  for  the  banquet.  She  was  a  lover  of  many 
phases  of  missionary  work,  denominational  and  in¬ 
terdenominational,  and  the  Waldensians  had  a  warm 
place  in  her  heart. 

*  *  * 

In  one  of  our  early  issues  in  1928  reference  was 
made  to  the  will  of  Dr.  Lewis  Duncan  Mason  of 
Brooklyn,  who  died  in  June,  1927,  in  which  a  be¬ 
quest  was  made  to  “The  Waldensian  Church  in 
Italy.”  The  Secretary  of  the  Society  was  called  into 
counsel  to  help  find  a  way  by  which  the  bequest 
might  be  paid,  in  harmony  with  the  wish  of  Dr.  Ma¬ 
son.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  sum  of  $2,198.72 
has  come  into  our  hands  and  has  been  transmitted 
to  “The  Tavola  Valdese,”  the  corporate  title  of  the 
Waldensian  Church.  The  only  condition  in  the  will 
was  that  the  money  should  “be  used  in  the  work  of 
evangelization.” 
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In  our  last  issue  reference  was  made  to  the  long 
and  painful  illness  of  the  late  Moderator,  Signor 
Leger.  He  passed  away  on  September  27  at  his 
home  in  Torre  Pellice.  He  was  buried  at  Poma- 
retto,  in  the  Valleys,  where  he  had  had  a  long  and 
successful  pastorate.  He  had  never  married.  His 
niece,  Signorina  Barus,  had  maintained  his  home 
for  many  years.  His  aged  parents  are  living  at 
Pomaretto. 

While  Signor  Leger  was  not  a  great  preacher  or 
an  outstanding  scholar,  he  was  a  very  able  execu¬ 
tive,  in  the  trying  post-war  periods,  after  the  death 
of  Signor  Giampicoli.  He  was  wise,  patient,  opti¬ 
mistic  and  kind  to  a  fault.  The  writer  visited  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  missions  with  Signor  Leger  in  the  Spring 
of  1925.  He  radiated  sunshine  in  the  homes  of  the 
pastors  and  in  the  social  functions  of  our  tour.  His 
administration  for  a  decade  will  be  remembered 
with  deep  gratitude  to  our  Father.  He  spoke  Eng¬ 
lish  well  and  represented  the  Waldensian  Church  at 
International  and  Interdenominational  gatherings. 
One  of  the  best  available  pictures  of  Signor  Leger 
will  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society. 

*  *  * 

Signor  Renato  Rostan,  the  only  son  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer  of  the  Waldensian  Tavola,  died 
suddenly  on  September  30th,  following  an  opera¬ 
tion  for  appendicitis.  His  death  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  Waldensian  Church  in  Rome,  where  he  was  an 
outstanding  leader.  He  had  served  with  great  credit, 
in  the  army  of  Italy  and  had  recently  finished  his 
law  course  with  a  high  standing.  While  he  was  in 
the  army  he  participated  in  the  making  of  the  Wal¬ 
densian  Historical  Film,  as  an  officer  in  several 
groups. 

*  *  * 

The  Italian  Branch  of  the  Society,  representing 
most  of  the  Protestant  Italian  churches  in  America, 
formerly  composed  of  ministers  only,  has  recently 
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been  reorganized  on  a  simpler  plan.  It  is  now  com¬ 
posed,  not  only  of  ministers,  but  also  of  women 
workers  and  laymen.  The  new  President  is  Rev. 
Joseph  De  Rogatis;  Vice-President,  Miss  Pauline 
Geymonat;  Treasurer-Secretary,  Rev.  A.  Lisi,  who 
with  Rev.  John  Castelli,  Rev.  Joseph  Buggelli,  Rev. 
Joseph  Brunn,  and  Mrs.  Leonora  B.  Verdoja,  con¬ 
stitute  the  Executive  Committee.  This  newly  or¬ 
ganized  branch  tendered  a  reception  and  banquet 
to  Signor  and  Signora  Bosio  on  J anuary  28th,  which 
was  followed  by  a  large  public  meeting  at  the 
Church  of  San  Salvatore  at  which  Signor  Bosio 
spoke  in  Italian.  The  Branch  will  also  share  in  a 
special  meeting  to  celebrate  Emancipation  Day, 
February  18,  in  Newark. 

*  *  * 

The  following  is  the  opening  paragraph  of  The 
Annual  Report  of  the  “Institute  Femminile  Val- 
dese,”  the  Boyce  Memorial  Orphanage  for  Girls  at 
Bordighera.  This  line  service  is  well  known  to  vis¬ 
itors  to  the  Riviera,  and  the  Society  is  always  happy 
to  receive  gifts  for  its  work.  Its  superintendent  is 
Signor  Adolfo  Comba,  whose  brother,  Guido,  has 
many  friends  in  America.  Mrs.  Comba  is  a  sister 
of  Signor  Paolo  Bosio,  and  the  little  son  of  Signor 
and  Signora  Bosio  is  living  there  while  his  parents 
are  in  America.  Signor  Bosio’s  father  is  also  at 
Bordighera. 

“We  know  that  the  fate  of  most  reports  is  the 
waste  paper  basket,  with  the  comment,  ‘Oh !  Money 
wasted  again!’  We  beg  you  to  spare  this  one  and 
read  it,  for  though  we  want  your  money — we  are 
not  in  debt;  the  situation  is  a  fairly  encouraging 
one,  and  we  feel  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  hear 
something  about  the  children  you  have  succored.” 

This  is  the  preface.  Then  follows  the  story  of 
the  work. 

*  •*  * 
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The  number  of  girls  in  the  institute  last  year 
was  forty.  During  the  year  ten  were  admitted,  and 
fifteen  left,  leaving  a  total  of  thirty-five  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  There  are  many  requests  for  admission. 
The  oldest  of  the  girls  who  left,  is  eighteen.  She 
has  a  responsible  position  as  a  governess,  and  is 
giving  great  satisfaction.  Others  have  places  as 
maids  in  good  homes,  3  he  health  of  the  children 
has  been  excellent,  the  sunshine,  the  bathing  in  the 
sea  at  the  doors  of  the  Institute  and  the  careful  at¬ 
tention  to  simple  diet  are  the  explanation.  The 
bread  bill  increased  twenty-five  per  cent  at  the 
close  of  the  bathing  season.  The  year  closed  without 
a  deficit.  The  buildings  have  been  put  in  good  con¬ 
dition  and  an  improved  drinking  water  system  in¬ 
stalled.  The  gifts  from  America  amount  to  lire 
9,135,  including  lire  6,099  from  the  American  Wal- 
densian  Aid  Society,  the  total  amounting  to  about 
$500.00.  A  much  larger  sum  should  go  to  this  im¬ 
portant  work  from  America.  Send  your  gifts  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  American  Waldensian  Aid  So¬ 
ciety,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Mendenhall,  marked,  “For  The 
Orphanage  for  Girls  at  Bordighera.” 

*  *  * 

Because  of  the  kind  references  in  the  religious 
press  to  our  new  historical  booklet,  “Glimpses  of 
The  Story  of  the  Waldensians”  our  office  has  re¬ 
ceived  numerous  requests  for  copies.  The  price  for 
single  copies  is  ten  cents.  For  distribution  twenty 
for  one  dollar.  A  copy  will  be  sent  free  to  each  con¬ 
tributor  of  one  dollar  or  more  towards  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  Fund  of  the  Society. 

*  *  * 

A  charming  reception  to  our  President,  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert  Colgate,  was  given  by  his  daughters,  at  his 
home  in  New  York,  on  December  15.  It  was  a  most 
delightful  occasion,  and  was  attended  by  several 
hundred  of  his  friends.  Mr.  Colgate  is  enjoying  an 
extended  vacation  in  the  Bahamas  and  Florida. 

-X-  *  -x 
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During  the  extended  absence  of  Signor  Bosio  in 
America  the  pulpit  in  the  Church  in  Piazza  Cavour, 
Rome,  will  be  tilled  by  Reverend  Enrico  Tron,  Jr., 
pastor  at  San  Germano,  in  the  Valleys,  and  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Rostagno,  Dean  of  the  Waldensian  Seminary. 

*  *  * 

The  Society  has  cooperated  with  the  Newark  and 
Montclair  Branches  in  planning  a  three  days’  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  eightieth  anniversary  of  the  giving  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  to  the  Waldensians,  in 
the  adoption  of  the  first  Constitution  of  Italy,  Feb¬ 
ruary  17,  1848.  Signor  and  Signora  Bosio  made 
several  addresses  at  the  seven  functions. 

*  *  * 


In  his  most  significant  and  stirring  book,  “Con¬ 
structive  Citizenship,”  Principal  J acks  of  Manches¬ 
ter  College,  Oxford,  has  a  chapter  on  “Misleading 
Terms,”  in  which  he  speaks  in  vigorous  language  of 
the  words,  “problem”  and  “solution,”  so  often 
on  the  lips  of  welfare  workers.  The  writer  com¬ 
mends  the  book  to  every  minister  and  Christian 
worker  and  calls  special  attention  to  this  chapter. 
Our  space  permits  only  the  following  quotation: 

“As  to  ‘problem’  and  ‘solution’  I  am  well  aware  that  it 
were  better  for  a  man,  in  these  days,  ‘to  speak  disrespect¬ 
fully  of  the  equator’  than  to  turn  his  back  on  these  words. 
Yet' since  the  words  are  unquestionably  misleading  us,  I 
will  venture  to  suggest  that  ‘challenge  as  a  substitute  foi 
‘problem’  and  ‘experiment’  as  a  substitute  for  solution 
would  often  be  a  change  for  the  better  in  our  social  vocab¬ 
ulary.  With  ‘challenge’  and  ‘experiment . .  we 

should  be  nearer  the  central  truths  the  citizen  needs  to 
learn  concerning  the  real  nature  of  his  pilgrimage  through 
the  labors,  the  iierv  trials,  the  fierce  tensions,  the  tragic 
interruptions  and  the  consummating  splendors  of  an  awful 
and  mysterious  universe.” 

One  need  not  make  a  specific  application  of  these 
words  to  the  tragic  history,  the  persecutions,  the 
battles  spiritual,  and  the  steady  spiritual  victories, 
down  to  this  day,  which  are  disclosed  along  the  path¬ 
way  of  Waldensian  history.  The  Society  may  well 
substitute  “challenge”  for  “problem”  as  we  face 
another  year  of  cooperation  with  the  Waldensians 

in  Italy. 
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Among  the  matters  of  special  interest  in  the  story 
of  the  year  1928,  is  the  exceptional  number  of  Life 
Memberships  sent  in  by  the  Branches.  A  gift  of 
one  hundred  dollars  at  one  time  gives  one  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  life  membership,  this  sum  being  added  to  the 
Endowment  Fund  of  the  Society.  One  such  member¬ 
ship  came  from  Boston,  two  from  Chicago  and  nine 
from  Pittsburgh,  twelve  in  all.  In  addition  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Branch  secured  three  contributions  of  the  same 
amount  which  by  request  of  the  givers  were  sent 
for  special  objects  in  Italy,  including  the  cost  of 
the  education  of  Lutgarde  Brunn,  a  nephew  of  Rev¬ 
erend  Joseph  Brunn,  who  has  decided  to  enter  the 
ministry.  Splendid  reports  about  this  young  man 
come  to  us  from  the  Latin  School  at  Pomaretto, 
where  he  is  spending  his  first  year.  His  father  and 
mother,  though  not  members  of  an  evangelical 
church,  are  very  happy  over  his  decision  to  become 
a  minister. 

*  *  * 

The  aim  of  the  Society  is  so  to  administer  its 
finances  as  to  send  every  possible  dollar  to  Italy.  In 
no  year  since  1923  has  the  budget  been  exceeded. 
The  proceeds  from  invested  funds  and  gifts  for 
administration  have  increased.  The  net  cost  for 
overhead  expenses,  salaries,  literature,  office,  travel¬ 
ling  and  promotion  in  1928,  was  only  7.2%  of  the 
total  receipts,  equal  to  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  the 
amount  sent  to  Italy.  Increased  sums  raised  for 
Italy  would  mean  a  lower  percentage  of  overhead 
cost.  In  this  connection  we  mention  the  expenses 
reported  by  one  of  the  largest  and  best  managed 
Foreign  Mission  Boards,  which  handles  several  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  each  year.  Promotion,  6.47%,  Ad¬ 
ministration,  4.07%,  General  Printing,  Interest  and 
Incidentals,  3.52%,  or  a  total  of  14.06%  of  its  re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  overhead  expenses.  An  increase  in 
the  number  of  Cooperating  Members  of  our  Society, 
those  who  give  $5.00  or  more  towards  the  Budget, 
will  decrease  the  proportion  of  receipts  from  the 
Branches  required  to  maintain  the  Society. 

*  *  * 
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